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Lemon’s Lines – an intermittent production of divergent and often totally haphazard, 

incoherent and unrelated themes somewhat connected to the Old Geelong Football Club, 
with occasional historical snippets thrown in, compiled - laboriously - by Peter Lemon     
Ed.16   19/8/21    
 

                              “I can't think of anything more important than these newsletters.” 

                                                                “Great fun Peter” 

“Pete - thanks for Lemon’s Lines.  Keeps our community connected to Club. Good 

entertainment!” 

==================================================================================================== 

There will be lots of photos from the archives in this edition. And nothing from the very recent 

past. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           Firsts’ Preliminary Final 2016 

==================================================================================================== 

In this Edition 

* Last Two Weekends (a rather short item). And Next Weekend (this will be equally brief.) 

* In memoriam, former Firsts’ Captain Bill Tunbridge 

* Barney – the owner of the PEGS jumper has recanted and wants it back. 

* The Adventures of Chappy (2.1), leading to ……OGS Dogs (a revised and expanded edition) 

* Of Opposite Philosophies: Peter Lemon (non-Olympian; surprise) v Bob Joyce (Olympian) 

* Attempts to gain shaver sponsorship for the Club smashed and dashed. 

* Wise Words from Afar               * Seldom have I been so insulted 

* Wrighty’s Best Five OGS’ wins (or is it Six, Seven, of Eight?) 
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The Last Two Weekends 

Well, nothing to report except that both would have been pretty good for photography. Nice 

light and all that. Like from earlier and better times this year. The light of other days. 
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The last two weekends: First Saturday I was a little envious of those living outside of 

Melbourne. Second Saturday no longer as envious of those living out of Melbourne. Tried to 

do some walking around the block. Have lost another yard. Walking backwards might be a 

faster option. But could be dangerous. 

The Coming Weekend (s) 

Well not much to talk 

about for the next, 

Saturday 28 August 

either; the weather will 

probably be perfect.  

For anything after that, I 

see hope receding as fast 

and as far as a falling tide 

on a Kimberley coastline.   

I would love to be proved wrong.  

I can take it.  

It happens a lot. 

==================================================================================================== 

Bill Tunbridge 

We received the very sad news of the passing of Bill Tunbridge a few days ago in Adelaide. Bill 

was one of the great presences of the Club, both on and off field, during a 122-game playing 

career which extended from 1964 to 1971. He was a footballer of considerable ability and a 

consummate clubman.  

In his second year he was awarded a trophy for Best Player in the Finals.  

In 1966 he was appointed as Vice-Captain of the Firsts and was a member of the team which 

won the D Section Premiership.  

From an uncompleted newsletter re the Second Semi-Final. “The backline of Bill Tunbridge, 

Clive Blazey and Tony Blazey was impassable, with all players playing in front.”  

Regrettably there does not appear be a match report of the Grand Final at all. 
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Premiers 1966. Photographer not known 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          Pre-match at Como, sometime in 1968. With coach Peter Scott 

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photographer  

not known 

 

                    In 1968 and 1969 Bill was Captain of the Firsts.  (Centre, seated, 1969)   
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Bill was also active on the social front as well. Two examples we can document,  

1) From the minutes of a committee meeting August, 1966 

Profit on the “Go-Go Dance” at St. Kilda Cricket Club was $105 (about $900 today). A very 

pleasing night with relatively little work. Very wet day and night. Attendance 200.  Organised 

through the good offices of St. Kilda Cricket Club members/players Michael Gretton-Watson 

and Bill Tunbridge. 

2) The Eltham Barbeque 

held in April continued 

to be a major event on 

the social calendar each 

year. And the Sheaf 

Tossing competition 

during the afternoon 

continued to attract 

some serious attention 

from the punters.  

In the days before Bet-

Fair, online gambling, 

and even The Blues 

Brothers, it was often 

left to smooth 

operators like Michael 

Rigg and Bill Tunbridge 

to control the action.  

And, it is rumoured, to retrospectively adjust the odds if 

it appeared the Club was going to make a loss. 

Photo above, probably 1969. 

Our great sympathies to Jane and the extended families. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo right, The Sheaf Tossing 1962. Photo Neil Kennison 
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No Reaction Action 

I had my second Astra Zeneca shot, jab, inoculation, vaccination, injection, call it as you will, 

last week. A nice “Authorised Outing” to the Prahran Town Hall. As with the first shot, 

absolutely no reaction or side effects whatsoever. 

But then the same stupid communication a bit later from Google asking me “How was the 

Prahran Town Hall”. I resisted the temptation to heap sarcasm on them and let it go. But 

perhaps I could have said all very efficient, friendly and I was dealt with ahead of time. 

I might mention that on my way out by a fairly narrow passage-way, I did come across some 

old photos of some past Mayors of the City of Prahran from the 1930s mounted on the walls. 

Impressive in black and white with all the regalia of office and looking important. I then looked 

around to see if there were any more recent photos, like of Assistant Town Clerks from the 

1980s and 1990s but could see none.  

The reason is that past 200 game player, past President, past Secretary, 1990 Reserves 

Premiership player Tim Jackson held that position at Prahran for a number years during that 

period. 

                                             1990. Final Siren. Jacko closest to camera 

Tim actually played 257 games, the second highest number of any OGS player, from 1977 to 

1999. There was a lady who lived up the back of the pavilion in those days who objected to 

everything that the OGFC was and represented (including the “new” training lights installed 

at the north-eastern end of the ground, one of which used to shine straight into her bedroom 

window). There were allegations of conflicts of interest; to the best of my knowledge only a 

couple of OGFC committee meetings held across the road when all other meeting rooms there 

were unused and empty. 
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Correspondence In 

Following the last Edition, we have had a few words in from some sources, and the customary 

Sounds of Silence from most others. 

That previous Edition contained an item 

relating to the standard of dress of club 

umpires this season and featured one 

Chris Barnett who was declared 

provisional winner, with the following 

rider, 

But was he umpiring (a) in his capacity as a 

past player and a former Reserves 

Premiership Coach of the Old Geelong 

Football Club, or (b) as a VAFA umpire (he 

has done quite a lot of umpiring for the 

VAFA over the years)?  If the latter, we 

must reluctantly disqualify him. 

Well we’ve had the following communication in from Barney, 

“Hello Peter,  

I was thrilled to be nominated as the best dressed field umpire in your last edition but 

horrified to lose it due to my involvement in the Amateurs. Looking at some of the attire of 

others it pales into insignificance from what one should look like when taking on such an 

important role.  Who knows what the future may hold but hope to one day be a permanent 

fixture for you on the field.  Good luck to the Oggers this year.”  

He also added, in relation to the item and photo on 

Clive Landale (Captain 1988 Reserves Premiership 

Captain) and son Jock Landale (bronze medal, Tokyo 

Olympics 2021), 

“I did notice Clive Landale holding up the Cup with 

a few young footballers in the 

background!!  Obviously, Clive’s son has more 

talent!!” 

I emailed Clive offering a right of reply, but got no 

response. Something I am entirely used to in 

relation to many of the emails which I send. 
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Barney – in relation to that Premiership win of 1988, and your jumper swap at the end, the 

owner of the PEGS jumper has recanted and wants it back. Washed, ironed, devoid of 

silverfish, and neatly folded. 

=================================================================================================== 

OGS Dogs 

Brutus and Killer O’Higgins*, a few 

weeks back. 

(* For reasons of privacy, their 

names have been changed. 

Slightly.) 

 

We regret to advise that the item 

The Adventures of Chappy (2.1), 

leading to ………OGS Dogs (A 

Revised and Expanded Edition) 

has had to be held over until the 

next edition for technical reasons. 
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Of Competing Philosophies 

We referred in the last edition to the item in an MCC Members e-Newsletter entitled “1956 

Olympian Bob Joyce Returns to MCG” and featuring a gentleman who went on to become a 

member of Old Geelong’s Premiership team of the following year (although that part of it was 

not mentioned in the MCC Newsletter; a glaring omission we would have thought).  

Included in the article was the following, 

And as he watches on the current crop of athletes doing 

Australia proud at Tokyo 2020, he says the philosophy for 

athletes has never changed from 65 years ago. 

“I would say to them that you run your race to come first, 

never to come last,” he said. 

 

Well, Bob, I’m not quite sure about that. For me the writing was on the wall very early in life 

- after I first put my head rather than my legs into the sack for the race of the same name - 

after which I then adopted the opposite philosophy. My levels of success and achievement 

since then have been virtually unparalleled in the field of human endeavour. (Trigger Warning 

- they are very popular these days: above all, please don’t ask about the Egg and Spoon race.) 

==================================================================================================== 

Words From Afar 

Despite not being able to get there, I have continued communications with a number of 

people whom I know in various countries in Africa, and in Nepal. Couple of weeks ago I 

mentioned to one bloke the problems we have been having here with vaccine hesitancy and 

opposition to mask wearing, etc.  

Response came back (after I have tidied up some of the English a bit, something which I often 

have to do with more local contributions and indeed with some of my own), 

“It’s sad some peoples there in Australia have to be pushed to wear mask and get vaccinated; 

they should learn from Kenya that now no-one has to be pushed to do so, as what has 

happened to us is badly.” 

==================================================================================================== 
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We say it time and time again. Our sponsors are an integral part of the Club’s existence. We 

received the following recently from Jim Legoe.  

“Having purchased an Audi through Rex Gorell Group (OGFC Sponsor) a couple of years ago, 

I received an invite to the Victorian Audi Quattro Golf Day that was played at 13th Beach Golf 

Club on the day that we later went into lockdown.  I invited Jack Wall as my guest and we 

ended up winning the event (see picture below with Brett Gorell on the left), so off to the 

National Audi Quattro Golf Day which is being played at Capital Golf Club in November.  Win 

that, and then off to Austria………..although I am not sure how that works in this COVID 

world!!   

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jack Wall, clean shaven, was assistant coach of the 2013 Reserves Premiership side. 
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Oh Tiresome Me (with apologies to Don Gibson, Johnny Cash and anyone else who wishes 

to be offended) 

As someone who believes that constant communication with our members is most important, 

I was very pleased that the same Jim Legoe instigated an email to our full data base last 

Tuesday, updating them as fully as possible. 

It also contained what I initially thought were some pretty nice comments about me. Until I 

re-read it and discovered the bomb hiding and ticking away quietly in the middle of it all. Well, 

not quite the middle: he says it all in the second last line. Never have I been so insulted. 

 

  

 

“Whilst Pete is no doubt pulling together yet another set of Lemon's Lines, let's reflect on how 

many edits and changes he will have had to make to his weekly updates in 2021.  A typical 

week would see him finalise his lines on a Thursday only for all of that hard work and time 

wasted on the back of a lockdown or change in circumstances making his notes somewhat 

obsolete!   

It is for this reason, that he sits as one of official Legends of our Football Club (alongside Garth 

Manton and Michael Gretton-Watson) and whilst we should all be very thankful for the 

tiresome efforts he has dedicated to the OGs over numerous years (historian, cameraman, 

boundary umpire, committee member, pivot member, etc).” 

==================================================================================================== 
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His Five (or More) Best OGS Wins  

Back in June this year, OGS Firsts pulled off a pretty stunning win against Ormond at Como 

after they had in turn made mince-meat of us a few weeks earlier, to the tune of about 120 

points away.  

Lemon’s Lines the following Friday 

reported the following,  

A fantastic performance (despite the 

fact that there could not 

subsequently be any “hot time in the 

old town tonight”); Director of 

Football Jim Wright (who was 

Coach’s Runner, after having 

boundary umpired for the Reserves), 

reckons it was one of the best wins 

he’s seen in his now extensive time 

with the Club.  

He commented, “As a complete 

aside, as I spent a fair bit of time out on the ground, the voice and encouragement between 

our players was as good as I’ve heard in a long time. Ormond tried to beat them up, but not 

this time. Saturday was in my top five wins from my time at the Club.”  

Well, we just recently asked him to elaborate on the others.  

We’re not quite sure about the mathematics of 

it all, but he’s come back to me with the 

following list and comments. 
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2018 Preliminary Final Vs Williamstown @ Box Hill  

The story lines around this game were 

everywhere. Finishing as the third best side in 

the competition having been beaten by 

Williamstown by circa 100 points earlier in the 

season and then turning that around at Como in 

Round 18 and exposing them on a big ground 

the boys knew we could do it, but after going 

down by three or four goals early in the game it 

was an enormous performance.  

 
A few individual efforts through the game 
helped turn the tide as the boys ran over the top 
of them. Jacob Jess, Christian Hatzis, Scott 
Dixon, Jack Sheridan and Jack Anderson were 
instrumental. After the final siren all Nick 
Bourke and I could say to each other was ‘we’re 
in B Grade’; might have been a few tears too! 
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2016 Grand Final Vs Old Mentone @ Coburg  

 

Hearing the final siren was equal parts excitement and relief. We had the best list, but the 

second semi-final loss to Mentone (at a windswept Elsternwick Park) certainly sat us back on 

our heels a bit.  

An arm wrestle all day with Jase Barry and Colby standing up in the last quarter; and of course, 

Rupert De Crep roving the ruck contest perfectly and snapping the winner at about the 25-

minute mark. 
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                     Seeing Pete hold up the Cup was an incredible moment for the footy club.  
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2019 Vs St Bedes Mentone @ Como  

To come from 30 points behind at half-time in Cal 

Wood’s 200th game against a hardened B Grade outfit 

towards the end of a hard season showed a lot of 

spirit.  

Nick Bourke threw the magnets around and with 

Shez injured Noakes had to shoulder the ruck. 

George Chisholm thrown forward injured and 

refusing to come off and Christian Hatzis into the 

middle. Seeing Cal kick one after the siren and 

swamped by team mates and supporters was pretty 

special. The next week was not quite as good… 
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2013 Vs Williamstown & Hampton @ Como. Consecutive Saturdays 

Wrapping two games into one here Pete. I think we were sitting sixth or seventh and really 

struggling and facing the top two sides in consecutive weeks. Captain Colby called a player 

meeting and we had a chat about how we were going to starve off (stave off?) relegation. We 

somehow went two from two, with the Hampton game in torrential rain a pretty special win.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The things you find when cleaning out the visitors’ changing rooms at the end of the 

day. (Geez, did I have to fight hard to get that job. – Ed.) 
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The next week 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A break in the weather above, and a non-break in the weather below 
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2017 Vs Haileybury Away 

A Nick Bourke special. A young side playing against a strong bodied team on a small ground 

in hot conditions. Haileybury had a kick on the siren to win the game but we held on. 

Opposition supporters quite chirpy during the game so was plenty happening on and off the 

field.  

 

2012 Semi Final Vs Whitefriers @ EP  

Memory is a bit rusty on this one so have 

asked around to jog the memory. We were 

down by about 20 points at three-quarter 

time and kicking towards the scoreboard no 

doubt with a howling wind. Hayden Timms 

was BOG while Ryan McEvoy marked 

everything and kicked five. Scores level at full 

time so into extra time (five minutes each 

way) and level again with about half a minute 

to go in the second half of extra time.  
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Colby with the signature 2 x baulks and 

kicked a point - bounced along the 

ground for about 30 metres (the ball, 

not Colby) before rolling through and 

OGs in front at the end of the day. Was 

in the crowd behind the goals that was 

going absolutely ballistic.   

  

 

 

2021 Vs Mazenod Away  

Down by 21 points against Mazenod who were at full strength away in difficult conditions. 

Club bouncing in and out of Covid19 lockdown on the back of a hard block of games. Our 

senior players stood tall and drove the victory. Once again Simson, Sloss, Sheridan and S. 

Anderson and Hatzis turned the game on its head.  

Photos Sarah Kirkwood  
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This completes this edition apart from my customary non-OGFC end shot.  

Communications may be sent to lemmododo@gmail.com  

 

 


