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Lemon’s Lines – an intermittent production of divergent and often totally haphazard, 

incoherent and unrelated themes somewhat connected to the Old Geelong Football Club, 
with occasional historical snippets thrown in, compiled laboriously by Peter Lemon     
Ed.14 30/7/21 
 

                                    “You must be running out of things to write about!!” 
 
==================================================================================================== 

 
 
Como Pavilion, for a number of months during the football season of 2011. Beware of falling 
workers. For further details, read on to pages four and more. 
==================================================================================================== 

 

In this Edition 
 
* The Current Situation. Sort-Of and Maybe 
 
* Important Advice for Goal Umpires 
 
* Ten Years Ago, and the Frustrations of 2011 
 
* New Assistant Coach for the Men’s Reserves 
 
* The OGGFC, the Olympics and Torch Relays 
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The Current Situation. Sort-Of and Maybe 
 
This section is compiled on the afternoon of 29 July. It may well be out of date by the time 
you read it. In fact, it could be out of date by the time I finish writing it. 
 

The Women’s competition lost the final two 
rounds of their home-and-away season, with the 
last two Saturdays Covidedded-out, and we now 
meet Melbourne University at Melbourne in 
both Reserves and Firsts on Sunday in second 
semi-finals.  
 
There’s little point in adding that the times are 
11.40am and 2.00pm or encouraging OGS people 
to go and support the girls, because basically you 
can’t. 

 
We played the Uni sides but once during the season, 
at Como, the return fixture being cancelled due to the 
earlier lockdown. At Como our Firsts inflicted Uni’s 
only defeat for the season. To-date.  
 
The Men’s competition lost just one round, last 
Saturday, and this week our Firsts and Reserves (and 
U23s) return to Como for just the second time in just 
over two months to take on UHS-VU. (In the case of 
the Unders, Old Scotch.) Minus friends, fans or 
followers.   
 
Sadly, the Pivot Lunch has had to be cancelled, but it 
is hoped that many who had booked will be able 
transfer to the final lunch for the year which is 
scheduled for 28 August, the last round of the men’s home-and-away season. 
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Important Advice for Goal Umpires 
 
Following publication of not one but two editions of Lemon’s Lines back on 16 July, as we 
entered another lockdown (the one we are sort-of coming out of at the moment before we 
go back into another one), we received the following from past player, and former goal 
umpire Lew Officer, penned on a less than sunny day in Warrnambool. 
 
“On a wet Friday with little else to do, I opened a bottle of red and enjoyed a double dose of 
Lemon’s Lines. Always a good read and a few good laughs too! 
 

“Your article on Nick Edwards (left) got me thinking about 
my goal umpiring days over the decade when Rob was 
playing in the Unders, Seconds, and Thirds. (Rob Officer 
was a member of the Under 19 Premiership side of 2009 
and the Thirds Premiership side of 2016.- Ed.)  
 
“Gumboots were essential for many grounds, the worst 
being a really foul day at Peninsula where very little of the 
ground was above water! I also recall several home team 
supporters providing gratuitous advice to help me with 
my decision making!! 
 
“Another day that comes to mind is a horribly wet day at 
Williamstown where I had to resort to the Driza-Bone coat 
and hat in a fruitless attempt to stay dry! (Maybe you 

have a photo of that attire?) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Too bloody right I do, although it took an eternity to find it. With Kerry Betts and Di Officer. 
Perhaps taken before game’s start. - Ed. 5 May 2012.) 
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“If Nick could manage an umbrella and the flags at the same time, he is a genius - I could 
signal a point with a brolly but not a goal……too many moving parts!! Keep up your good work. 
 
 “You must be running out of things to write about!!” 
 
“A hint for aspiring goal umpires - a thick skin, and a pencil will write on a wet scorecard when 
a ballpoint pen will not!” 
 

It was indeed wet from time to time during the day. I would have thought that wet scorecards 

might have turned into paper mâché.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

==================================================================================================== 

The Frustrations of 2011 

There have been plenty of frustrations and irritations to cope with in 2021. Travelling back 

ten years to 2011, the Club had other more localised disruptions to deal with, with the lower 

level of the pavilion being substantially renovated, reconstituted, repaired and revamped (all 

equally necessary) during the course of the football season.  
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I hear you knocking………but you can’t come in… 

The need for this was massive, and had been spoken of for years, with the rooms having 

deteriorated over decades to the extent that they were barely fit for human occupation. In 

places, the rotting wooden flooring in the middle section threatened significant damage to, if 

not the total disappearance of, persons of even average weight. 

However, the work rendered the pavilion totally out of bounds and off-limits for almost all of 

the season. The Council installed temporary portable change rooms in the area in the front of 

the scoreboard, and the tool shed/dug-out became the medical room and also the pre-game 

meeting and warm-up area for our teams. Improvisation was the order of the day.  

On the left: the then 

President, and now 

Treasurer, Jim Legoe, 

does the maths. We 

are clearly in good 

hands. 

 

“One day we might 

get an electronic 

score board.” 
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                                Above: The Members’ Pavilion? Perhaps even the Long Room.  

                                               Below: Bunkered down in the tool shed. 

  

In front of the same, multi-functional tool shed/dug-out: a Reserves game ends and the Firsts 

take the field. 
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                                        “This looks like a good place for a lift, or an elevator.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A major feature of the refurbishments was the installation of a lift at great expense. At the 

time I rather thought it an extravagance; the further passage of the same commodity has 

made me realise it was an inspired addition.  

Photo above: Looking a little like the ruins at Angkor Wat in Cambodia, with the jungle at the 

back contemplating an incursion, before the new lift barred its way a few weeks later. 

==================================================================================================== 

A Meltdown for the Big Freeze 

The Deep Freeze and Awful Ice Bath in support of funding for 

Motor Neurone Disease Victoria was one of the endeavours 

given substantial coverage and promotion in the previous 

edition of these notes, and elsewhere, only to fall victim to 

the LLD (Latest Lock Down) 

immediately after.  

“Dismayed But Not 

Deterred” has been the 

reaction from the girls, and 

attempts will be made to resuscitate the event either on 

Saturday 14 August or a fortnight later. More details as they 

develop.  

(Georgie Rule has promised not to forget to remember to 

advise me of all developments. What more could you want 

than that?!?!) 

“I think I’m meant to tell Whatshisname when something 

happens in relation to something which I don’t recall; guess it will come to me. Eventually.” 
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The OGGFC and the Olympics 

With the Tokyo Games in full flight, I republish a note I have used 

on a number of occasions before as other Olympic Games have 

come and gone, with a few minor changes. It first appeared in the 

Club 1956 Year History completed in 2011. 

------------------- 

1956, of course, was the year when the Olympic Games were 

staged in Melbourne, in November.  

* Note apparently placed on the Club notice-board in early July:  

“Will anyone interested in carrying the OLYMPIC TORCH one mile 

between Albury & Melbourne on 21 November please sign 

below. Only three will be chosen from the VAFA and the 

selections will be by ballot. The only qualification for nominees is 

that they will be able to run 1 mile in 6 mins or under.”  

No-one from the Club got picked in the ballot, but on the subject of carrying torches of 

considerable importance, we can advise that the Club Secretary of 2004-2010, and Reserves 

Premiership player of 2005 and 2007, and co-coach of the U19s premiership side in 2012, 

Simon O’Brien carried the torch during the Commonwealth Games Torch Relay in 2006, 

somewhere on the Bellarine Peninsula.  

We do not know if running 1.60934 kilometres in “6 mins or under” was a prerequisite for 

that Commonwealth Games relay as well, but would be more than sure and supremely 

confident that Obbie would have qualified comfortably. 

        

                         Photos taken in 2005: already carbo-loading for the big event in 2006. 

 * From OGGFC Notes of May 1956: “John Landy’s name adds lustre to the training list, but in 

the national interest he won’t be picked this season.”  
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* From the Football Club Notes of August 1956: “Congratulations are due to three of our 

members for their selection to represent Australia in the Olympic Rowing events. Adrian 

Monger and Brian Dawes are two of our best footballers, and, of course, are unable to play 

this season. Garth Manton (also selected for the rowing - Ed) is, without any discussion nor 

even a close rival, our best barracker. Our supporters are only 25 per cent effective without 

Garth, and we would like to assure him he is sorely missed. (Fifty-five years later, Garth was 

in attendance at nearly all of our home games at Como this year, 2011. - Ed.) *  

The only photo the Club has from 1955. Brian Dawes and Adrian Monger are fifth and sixth 

from the left of those standing in the back row. 

Whilst not playing for the Club in 1956 or before, two other Olympians of that year, Bob Joyce 

(Shot Put), and John Chittick (Hurdles), went on to play for the Club in 1957 and 1958. (John, 

who now lives in Warrnambool, probably next to the Officers, also represented Australia in 

Rome in the Olympic Games of 1960.)  

* That’s a total of six Olympians (and a number of bronze medals) connected with the football 

club. Certainly nothing replicated since for the OGFC.  

The best we can claim (and they are not mean feats) is the two or three players who have 

won events at the Stawell Gift in reasonably recent years. 

==================================================================================================== 

 

Photos this edition: Page 1 – Sarah Kirkwood.  1955 shot – Not Known. Others – Peter Lemon 

Communications with this publication – lemmododo@gmail 
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When Colby met Billie 

In late, breaking, stop press news, we report that 

our Men’s Reserves coach became a father just a 

couple of days back.  

Billie May O’Brien arrived on Wednesday 

afternoon a touch over 3kg and 50cm long.  

Tianne and Billie are doing well and we’re looking 

forward to another father - daughter Oggette in 

2039.  

Either that or her becoming Assistant Coach to the 

Men’s Reserves if Colby is still holding down the 

main job. 

 

Photo supplied 

==================================================================================================== 

Good luck to our current Oggettes on Sunday 
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