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Lemon’s Lines – an intermittent production of divergent and often totally haphazard, 

incoherent and unrelated themes somewhat connected to the Old Geelong Football Club, 

with occasional historical snippets thrown in, compiled by Peter Lemon                  Ed.13 15/7/21 

 
After the game, Round 12: we don’t know what Brownie said, but the boys loved it. Photo by 
Sarah Kirkwood.   
 

“Browny’s match rundown and recognition of each player’s contribution to the comeback 
win was awesome. Sarah”  
========================================================================================== 

I write these lines late on the afternoon of Saturday 10 July, and see before me the slightly 

contradictory words of a review written about Como Park which came up on Google Maps: 

“Big oval, great condition, with lots of action such as footy on most days. Great clubhouse with 

bbq. Very good oval for dogs after footy hours. Would recommend to most people. 

The only let-down is that the oval can be very busy with sport activities.” 

  

Well, the reviewer could not possibly have complained about the oval being very busy with 

sport activities on 10 July. Because all VAFA teams had a bye. 
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And tomorrow Saturday 17 July will see only three sides in action, our two women’s sides at 

Como, and the Men’s U23s away against Old Xavs No.1, whom we last played two rounds 

ago! When it comes to fixturing and composition of this section, I file my thoughts under 

“S.B.” – for Sheer Bewilderment. On the same day the Men’s Firsts, Reserves and Thirds will 

have the second Saturday of their mid-season bye. 

And a couple more shots from Sarah at the Mazenod game, above and below. 

The following was received from a correspondent in the days before that match, “Next up for 

the OGS is a massive game against third place Mazenod, who are arguably the form team in 

C Grade at the moment.  The OGS managed to edge out Mazenod in Round 1 at Como Park, 

however the players will need to be at their best to do the double over the Nodders.  Knowing 

that a win will consolidate second place in C Grade, and with a two-week bye to come, there 

is plenty to motivate the players.  Be sure to make your way out to Central Reserve in Glen 

Waverley on Saturday.” 

Captions wanted. 

The Brains Trust? 

The Powers behind the Throne? 

“Don’t worry, we’ll lift Jo Cantor 

down off the bench he’s standing 

on.” 

 

 

 

The Men’s Firsts had came  from a 14-point deficit at three-quarter time to register a 12-point 

win against Mazenod whose recent form (five consecutive wins) had been red-hot. 
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Women’s Senior Coach is David Cooper, a man of many different talents and commitments, 

one as a trainer with the Melbourne Football Club. We were always aware that there could 

be an occasional clash, and Round 12 on 3 July was one of them when he had to leave prior 

to our girls’ senior game for Melbourne’s clash against GWS. He is seen here addressing a 

team meeting prior to his departure for the MCG. 

==================================================================================================== 

In this Edition 

Saturday 3 July: Round 12 

Is it Browny or Brownie? And does it matter? 

Of footballs, coming and going – did we come out in front or behind? 

What Bird is That? 

Spectatorial  

What the Well-Attired Goal Umpire is Wearing 

Aiming for the Ton 

Local Histories 

Bits about Como Park 

The Watchers on the Hill  - Twice 

James Green: A bit more publicity 
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Saturday 3 July 

At Como  - not a good day at home, with both Women’s sides losing (perhaps for the first 

time ever on the same day), followed by the Men’s Thirds doing the same but by more so. 

“Kicking the dew off Lady Como the Ressies got away to a solid start, but the wheels came 

loose early on as the injuries started to climb. By the long break the young Oggettes were 

down to 17 fit players and it soon showed.         

Jessie Gleeson and Em Hatty did a mountain of very heavy lifting, but our loss of Katie-Rose 

and an undersized defence meant that the visitors just had too much fire power and run in 

the last quarter. The return of the Doc from her rural rounds was assisting our mid-fielders 

with her run and endurance but in the 

end having three of our key players 

sitting in the Epworth was too much even 

for them.  

The side will get a few back this week for 

their final game at Como and should get 

the job done to ensure they have the 

double chance and a look at going back-

to-back. 

In the Firsts, our visitors from bayside certainly were looking for revenge following the senior 

Oggettes’ heroic win against them earlier in the year. Boosted by the return of their best 

player, coupled with Oggettes missing a few, it turned out to be a pretty tough day.  

With their game plan of spread and run using 

the speed and power of the very smooth 

moving trio of Hallam, Currenti and Scott (another law firm? – Ed.) working well in the first 

half your correspondent headed for a pie from the pavilion at half time in a relatively relaxed 

fashion.  

However, post pie, the visitors turned the game into a grind and to their credit where able to 

disrupt the spread and run flow and stem the Oggettes’ scoring. Despite the courageous 

leadership of Captain Kath and the tough work of the other law firm of Kay, Youlten and 

Morrison the final bell rang a little too soon as they had started to run over the visitors.  
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So with a week’s break and also facing their last game on the sacred turf (my auto-correct got 

things confused about things here, but fortunately I picked up the problem. - Ed.), they look 

for a big result next week at Como when the seniors also look to lock up the double chance.”  

==================== 

I watched and photographed the first half of the Men’s Thirds and we were really competitive 

during that period. (Some readers may be interested to know that is not my car in the 

background.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unfortunately, our addition of just one goal in the second half indicates that during that 

period we were rather less so. 

And Away: “The Men’s Reserves kept their unbeaten run alive with a dour win on a heavy 

ground”.  

Well, I had to make that up, because I wasn’t there, haven’t spoken to anyone who was, and 

there was, and is, nothing in the way of a match report on the Club’s website. Only had the 

quarter-by-quarter scores on the VAFA site to go by. If anyone wishes to dispute my 

assessment as above you are welcome to send an email. 

The Men’s Firsts 

Much the same, although I was able to watch some of the game on VAFA TV the next day. 

OGS went in as underdogs; a real arm-wrestle: no goals in the first quarter and the hoops 

leading 2-10 to 2-8 at the main break. The game was played on Central Reserve Oval No.2 
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(was the main oval still being used for District Cricket Finals - the reason the Round 1 clash 

between these two clubs was moved to Como in April?) The game opened up somewhat in 

the second half, with Mazenod perhaps kicking with a bit of a breeze in the third before OGS 

came home strongly in the last to turn a 14-point deficit into a really good two-goal win. 

The Men’s Under 23s had a bye, much to the relief of their coach who had seen (or more 

accurately, not seen) many of his charges away the previous week. 

==================================================================================================== 

Spectators: The Watchers on the Hill (1) 

Three rounds ago after the latest lockdown the first matches were meant to have been played 

with no spectators. Given however that people were allowed to walk in public parks, and 

canteens could be open for take-aways, there were massive grey areas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interestingly, the photo immediately above was taken on Saturday 3 July, during the Thirds, 

with no restrictions. 

==================================================================================================== 
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Loss of footballs – did we come out in front or behind? 

The previous edition referred to the 

completion of construction of the cage in 

the rooms aimed to reduce the loss of 

footballs at Como. There have, however, 

been two subsequent developments since 

then to affect the overall holdings: 

(a) during training on 1 July, three children 

with Malice Aforethought and Deliberate 

Intent detached themselves from behind a 

tree trunk, ran onto the ground, and proceeded to grab and run off with one of our footballs 

kicked a little wide. Despite being pursued by a number of our players (where were you, 

Sammy Anderson, we needed some real pace?) they managed to escape. 

(b) on the other hand, Como Pavilion is full of assorted nooks and crannies, and even the 

occasional Priest Hole (Google if necessary), some of them quite large, like under the stairs at 

both ends of the building.  

We can report that just recently the President discovered two bags of new footballs (about 

six in each) in good condition between the pre-Cambrian and late-Jurassic areas of one such 

cranny. Or was it a nook?  

So we now come out 11 balls ahead of previous estimates. How good is that? 
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A bit more local history (Who said Lemon’s Lines lacks refinement and panache?) 

(1) The following appeared in one of the City of Stonnington’s recent email publications: 

Como Park and Lake Como 
Location: Yarra Trail, Alexandra Avenue, South Yarra 

Lake Como, at the foot of Mt Verdant near Williams Road, was a favourite resort of Aboriginal 
people from many different clans and language groups. In 1835, the Melbourne metropolitan 
area belonged to Aboriginal clans who spoke dialects known as Woiwurrung and 
Boonwurrung. The clan was the land-owning group and the group with which individuals 
would primarily identify. Collectively the clans associated with the Woiwurrung and 
Boonwurrung language groups were known as the East Kulin nation. Kulin means man in both 
dialects. 

The Boonwurrung were amongst the first of Victoria’s indigenous peoples to have contact 
with Europeans. The first known European visit to what is now the City of Stonnington was in 
February 1803. A survey party led by Charles Grimes was sent from Sydney in January 1803 
to report on the country around Port Phillip. On 7 February the party travelled up the Yarra 
to a creek, believed to be Gardiners Creek, where they met some Indigenous people. 

The Yalukit-willam people were closely associated with John Batman when he founded the 
Melbourne settlement in June 1835. The Batman ‘treaties’ are an example of how permission 
for temporary access was granted in a ritual exchange of gifts and formal presentation of 
tokens (soil, plants, water, food) symbolising the owners’ hospitality. The boundaries 
indicated in the Batman ‘treaties’ approximate the country of the Yalukit-willam people and 
the Wurundjeri-baluk people. 

Initial relationships between the Yalukit-willam and the European settlers were mostly 
positive, however, there was some conflict over the occupation of land particularly along the 
Yarra River.  

==================================================================================================== 

(2) And Stonnington have fairly recently installed 

a plaque on a bollard at the top of the path 

leading to the upper carpark detailing some 

slightly more recent history of the area, especially 

relating to Como Park and Como House. Those 

able to enlarge their screen sufficiently will be 

able to read all about it on the next page. 

We think there is a connection with past players John, Nick and George Armytage. If so it’s a 

pity their forebears sold the joint in 1921: it could have made for some pretty impressive 

Women’s change rooms 100 years later, an area in which we are sadly deficient down below 

in the pavillion.  
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What Bird is That? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 3, 2021 at Como Park. This little fella befriended me for a while and started making some 

helpful chirping suggestions about my use of F-stops, shutter-speed and depth-of-field 

considerations. Before taking off and proceeding to sh*t all over my camera in the process. 

(I’m not sure what the insurance company will have to say about that.) 

Do you know the way to Como Park? 

As widely advised, the Round 14 match has been moved from GGS. So 31 July will be the first 

time the Men’s Firsts and Reserves will have played at Como since Round 10 on 22 June. Since 

then, it has been/will have been Preston (away), Mazenod (away), bye, bye, Monash Blues 

(away). If the match on 31 July had not be relocated, that would have meant the next home 

game would have been on 14 August. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1987:  Note total absence of training light poles, and therefore training lights, on the south 

side of the ground. 
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What the Well-Dressed Goal Umpire is Wearing 

Nick Edwards over the past few seasons 

 

 

 

In relation to photo above left, Nick, you should perhaps be thankful that archery is no longer 

a sport sometimes practised over the road on Como North. An errant shot from a short-

sighted archer who had left his glasses at home could well have hit the bull’s eye.  
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Aiming for the Ton 

We understand that Jock Grimshaw took the field for the OGS Reserves in Round 12, after 

having played in the Thirds a couple of weeks earlier.  

When I was told he was going for his Ton, I thought aiming for 100 goals with only six or seven 

games to go was invoking the utterly delusional. 

However, it has been 

clarified for me that 

he is actually going 

for the 100-game 

figure. Which is 

probably more 

achievable, given 

that he kicked about 

0-17 in the Thirds 

match, and one goal 

something in the 

Reserves. 

 

Left: One of the great photos. 2016. Credit VAFA.  

For those wondering, he did take the mark. 

==================================================================================================== 

Interesting the photos which sometimes appear from nowhere. Annotation says 2000. Whilst 

some of them may not remember it, all were at the Pivot Lunch on 22 May this year to mark 

the 31st anniversary of the 1990 premierships: Bruce Harwood, Peter Clarke, Richard Burn, 

Chris Pearson, Chris Barnett and Sam Furphy. 
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A Greater Publicity 

Recent edition of the general monthly email newsletter of the Old Geelong 

Grammarians Association contained an item put in about the OGFC by Sarah 

Kirkwood, and featured some photos including the now-famous Guy Nevett 

shot (taken by Simon Bones) and this one of James Green (taken by the 

writer). We understand the circulation is about 11,000.  

Which is marginally higher than the distribution list of the OGFC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

==================================================================================================== 

Photos this edition: Sarah Kirkwood, Simon Bones, VAFA, Peter Lemon      lemmododo@gmail.com 

                 And I finish with my recently re-instated Non-OGFC Closing Photo section 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Watchers on the Hill (2)  Naudanda Ridge, Annapurna Region, Nepal. January 1980 

=========================================================================== 

These notes were finished at 3.57pm on Thursday 15 July 2021. (Initially started about the 

time sea-creatures first began leaving the oceans for dry land.) 

Who knows how much things will be affected by the latest outbreak thereafter? 


