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Lemon’s Lines – an intermittent production of divergent and often totally haphazard, 

incoherent and unrelated themes somewhat connected to the Old Geelong Football Club, 

with occasional historical snippets thrown in, compiled by Peter Lemon   2021 Edition 2    9/4/21 

 

The Ides of March  

In This Edition 

The Current Situation 

Snippets: Man or Woman on the Mark (no change in VAFA); Goodbye to Interchange 

Stewards; Water Bottles; Parking at Como; Consumption of Alcohol 

Tremendous Performance from U23 Group 

The Thirds – To Be or Not to Be 

OGS’ Inaccuracy: Debate Rages. Was it 2-22 or 2-23? 

More on those two games at LaTrobe: the U19s in 2012: Simon O’Brien, and Rupert Kemp 

The elusive Caroline Bett de-elusifies herself, and another father/son 

Grill’d in May 

Phung Photos 

A Few Late Additions – including reducing the use of 

50,000 kilometres of tape  
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The Current Situation 

Barring an asteroid strike like that which ended the Age 

of the Dinosaurs, it appears that season 2021 will get 

underway tomorrow, April 10.  

OGS will start with three men’s games at Como, the U23s 

against Old Trinity at 9.20am, followed by the Reserves 

and Firsts against Mazenod at 11.40am and 2pm 

respectively.  

                                  Last home games at Como: Round 17, August 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Women’s teams begin at the Ramsden Street Reserve in Clifton Hill against Fitzroy, with 

two matches, the Reserves late morning and the Firsts at 2pm.   
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And the Men’s Thirds are listed to play Old Carey at the Carey Sports grounds in Bulleen at, I 

think, 11.40am. 

At Como we will be running the canteen. Please note that there is a QR 

code to be scanned and accessed on entry to the pavilion, and that the 

numbers allowed upstairs may be limited. (I am also advised that there 

will be enough hand sanitiser around the place “in which to drown 

yourself.”) If you think this is vague, you are right. There seems to be a 

new bulletin every day from any of three or four sources and I for one 

struggle to get my head around it all. (A head which might be still bruised 

after the mark referred to later on, on Page 10.) 

==================================================================================================== 

Snippets 

* Person on the Mark 

The new rules adopted by the AFL this 

season, which seem to have been met 

with general approval, will NOT be 

applied in the VAFA as well.  

So that pigeon, exiting photo left, would 

undoubtedly not be penalised 50 metres. 

* The End of an Era with The End of the 

Interchange Steward 

Few will complain about the fact that the 

VAFA has decided to do away with Interchange Stewards for home games in 2021. One less 

role to fill, one less “volunteer” to be “press-ganged”, one less white coat - probably long 

unwashed - to be found, one less card to be filled 

out.                                   

It will still be necessary for rotations to be made 

through the designated interchange area 

between the coaches’ locations; it is still open to 

the captain of a side to call for a count of players 

of the opposing side on the field; and umpires 

will presumably be keeping an eye out for 

significant transgressions. 

                    The Thrill of It All - James Setterfield (?), 2015         

There’s also a photo somewhere from about the 

same period of a judge of the County Court of 

Victoria acting as our Interchange Steward for 
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the Ones one afternoon. Still looking for it. We don’t recall if he volunteered, or was press-

ganged into it. 

* Water Bottles 

One of the things which I have tried to impress on the Club for decades is that when at home 

we are required to ensure that water is provided to all and any VAFA umpires at quarter and 

three-quarter-time breaks. (In addition, it seems to be no more than just being considerate.) 

It does happen occasionally, but usually, unless Jake Ward is boundary umpiring, it matters 

not if you have asked five people ten minutes previously for it to be done, nothing happens.  

But now with the requirement that players and officials have personal water bottles, we are 

not quite sure how that will work out.  We doubt there will be opportunities for photos like 

this in 2021. 

2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Particularly for people new to VAFA football:  

* Consumption of Alcohol by Spectators (and Presumably Players) During Games 

The VAFA has relaxed some of its rules relating to the consumption of alcohol by spectators 

during matches, but these relaxations apply mostly to authorised lunches and to twilight 

games. For other situations the same rules apply as before, and booze cannot be consumed        
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by people demonstrably connected with the club, up on the hill, inside and outside the 

pavilion and anywhere around the boundary of the ground during matches. 

Photo previous page: A South Yarra Cricket Club final a few weeks ago. No rule against having 

a beer there (and how well do our sponsors do out of that: the sign was there for the past 24 

months). But not permitted during the football season (unless it is a “no alcohol” beer: a bit 

beyond my eyesight to pick that one up.) 

* Parking Restrictions at Como (again for people new to the club, their friends, family etc.)  

The following (minus the photo) is part of an email I 

send out each week to opposing clubs who will be 

playing at Como that coming Saturday. (I can’t tell you 

how many people I had to push aside to get that job!) 

… I am writing to advise that the City of Stonnington 

imposes very significant restrictions in relation to car 

parking at the ground. 

 The council allows the permanent stationing of one vehicle per team at the pavilion, plus a 

maintenance vehicle, and only permits entry to the entire park area for other vehicles for the 

purpose of dropping off or picking up supplies, or people with mobility problems, after which 

the vehicle must leave. Entry for these purposes is from Williams Road opposite the end of 

Bruce Street. 

 General parking close to the ground is usually available in Bruce Street, and also in Como 

Avenue which leads off Toorak Road, although parking congestion is sometimes considerable 

throughout the area.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1970: no bloody way these days.     Tony Walker lets fly     Photo probably Peter Ward 

No such thing as club shorts in those days. Or training light poles. 
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Tremendous performance from U23 group 

Intention for the practice matches at Queen’s Park, Geelong (or Belmont or Highton or 

Newtown, or Chilwell, depending on the map you look at), on 27 March had been for three 

men’s games to be played and one women’s. However, in relation to the U23 grouping the 

proposed opposition did not have enough numbers, whilst on paper we had heaps. Result 

was a last-minute change of plans and an U23 group intra-club match was arranged at Gosch’s 

Paddock (that was the good news), with the only time available being 7.30am (the not-so-

good news). 

When the alarm went off at 6.30am, the editor’s vague thoughts of trying to make it there to 

do some photos disappeared like a drop of water in the Sahara at mid-day, with it pitch-dark 

outside, and rain hammering on roof and windows. (And, for further effect, the wind a- 

howling in the rigging.) Instead opted for a couple more hours’ beauty sleep (that didn’t work 

and achieved nothing), whilst thinking that in those conditions they would be lucky to get half 

a dozen players and the whole thing would have been washed out and called off. 

  

                                                             Photos supplied, but not by Lemon 

Held off phoning the coach Mickey Nichols until that evening to hear the worst, only to be 

told that the match had taken place as planned, that I was a bloody wimp, and that we had 

had two full sides of 22 there, a few of the players admittedly a little sleep-deprived. Full 

match conducted, the umpiring was allegedly brilliant, some good performances especially 

from Tassie boys such as Ron Dixon and Rory Alexander, and all in all a great hit-out.  

(Over the years we’ve had quite a number of extremely good players from Tassie, recent and 

not so recent. Might do an item on them for next week’s notes if I’m feeling sufficiently 

masochistic.) 

Mickey’s only concern was that with these numbers there would be a lot of people missing 

out as we go into the season-proper. 

 



 

7 
 

Which brings us to the matter of the Men’s Thirds 

There had been some debate through January and February as to whether the Club should 

look at fielding a men’s Thirds side this year, with training attendances (for both Men’s and 

Women’s) pretty poor across the board. The decision was taken quite early not to field the 

side and it was shortly after the start of March that numbers increased quite dramatically, 

and there was a push from certain quarters to reconsider the situation.  

The arguments “against”, understandable from 

the head, were that if the side were only to last a 

few weeks before an “inevitable drop-off in 

numbers”, the Club would have taken on 

significant financial obligations for next to no 

return.   

The arguments “for”, from the heart, were that 

given the great upsurge in numbers, the Club 

would suddenly be losing an appalling number of 

players in a very quick time if we were not able to 

give them a game.  

The matter was well and truly demonstrated with the extraordinary turn-up in the just-

mentioned U23 game, and it has been decided to run with the Thirds side as well. 

Overflows from the U23s and the Reserves will then go back to training with their respective 

squads during the week, with every chance of promotion to those respective teams. 

As a possible post-script, the number of people at training (both men’s and women’s) last 

evening, 8 April, was massive, and I for one am very pleased that the Thirds will be able to 

absorb some of the overflow. 

Both photos from the Thirds in 2019; the works 

behind the second photo were part of the 

excavation and construction activity relating to 

the installation of the new lighting poles and 

lights.  

A process which went on through much of the 

season and which provided significant copy for 

these Lines on a near-weekly basis. 

Now I have to think of other things to fill the void. 
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After the Previous Edition of 26 March: Correspondence In (1) -  

We’ve had an email from former player, 

former reserves coach and former 

administrator, Ted Gray (centre Eltham 

Barbeque 1968), now of the Gold Coast, 

dealing with two matters mentioned in  

Edition 1 for 2021.                                                           

(a) the disappearance of oranges and 

tarpaulins from the footballing scene (very 

much part of things in the 1960s and 1970s).  

“Peter, I think the tarp was generally used to 

collect the discarded orange skins and 

remove them from the oval where they were emptied into the rubbish. So, no more oranges, 

no need for the tarp.” 

I emailed him back, 

“Of course it was when the orange skins were not actually removed from the tarp but left 

rolled up in it over an entire summer that the excitement really started! It all rather left 

Alexander James Fleming, of penicillin fame, for dead.” 

(b) Ted continued: “Also on the subject of accuracy I seem to remember (I think pretty 

accurately) somewhere in the mid-sixties the reserves kicked 2-23 on a dirty day at Righetti.” 

Which leads us back to 

OGS’ Inaccuracy: Debate Rages. Was it 2-22 or 2-23? 

The previous edition of these lines made reference to the OGS’ 

penchant for inaccuracy when kicking for goal, and cited some 

instances, as in 1957:  

“Old Geelong 12-21-93 (note the accuracy – it has long 

continued) had defeated Malvern 6-4.” 

and Round 18, 2016  

I replied to Ted: “I do indeed recall a suggestion that OGS seniors had managed 2-22 one day 

in the 1960s, perhaps against Tooronga Malvern. Will work that in to my next edition.” 

From Ted, “Peter, OK at 2-22. My memory was that our full forward kicked 0-9. He shall remain 

nameless, generally known as Ossie.”   
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(Surely it couldn’t have been the 

bloke second from the left at 

Como in 1974, Bruce 

Osboldstone.  

He was always fairly keen to talk 

of his footballing achievements, 

but strangely never mentioned 

that one.) 

 

 

 

Correspondence In (2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                           Game 1                   Game 2  

Following the item about VH-OGG flying over LaTrobe Uni during an U19 game back in 2012, 

one of two games the Under 19s played there that year in highly adverse, but very different 

conditions: 

 

1) From co-coach Simon O’Brien    Friday 26 March, 2021: 2.27 pm 
 
“Just read the Lemon’s Lines and I recall the day VH-OGG flew over at La Trobe in 2012 as we 
had a 9.00am kick-off and it was minus 2 deg on arrival, and the ground was frozen stiff! We 
got the 4 points!” 
 

2) From player Rupert Kemp Friday 26 March, 2021: 3.05 pm 
 

“Great publication once again, Slicer. 

“It’s my favourite email to receive every week and I know others feel the same. 

“I particularly enjoyed photos of players dropping marks who are not myself and also photos 

of that disgusting day out at Latrobe in 2012. I think that photo is of me sliding in the sleeved 

jumper as I reckon I was the only one wily enough to get a sleeved jumper in the Under 19 
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cohort and it ties in with my general need to “go to ground” to collect a ground ball even when 

in space due to a frustrating combination of long legs and terrible flexibility. That day was the 

only game since Juniors where players were begging to be dragged onto the bench as it was 

about three degrees Celsius (in still conditions, which they weren’t; windchill factor dropped it 

by about another 10 - Ed), about 30mms of rain and sleet came down during the game, the 

ground was ankle deep in water and someone had cunningly brought blankets for the 

interchanged players.” 

“Hats off to you for taking photos of the cricket for the South Yarra Cricket Club also. A really 

admirable effort which is much appreciated.” 

 

Correspondence In (3) 

From Stuart Anderson  (39 games in the 1970s; eating 
chop, probably at Eltham Barbeque, 1973)  
 
“Hi Peter, 
 
Enjoyed your football notes but did the three goals you 
kicked for the OGGs include that memorable goal (and 
even more memorable mark!) at Corio when we played 
the school team in the early 70’s?” 
 
 

Response: “Well, no I didn't think of that one, Stu…..  but, thank you, I can probably fill another 
couple of pages in the next edition. 
 
I am amazed that you remember that. I am amazed anyone would remember it.  
 
But on second thoughts, possibly it was to be remembered because it was so totally and 
bewilderingly unexpected.  
 
I think it bounced off my upstretched hands and arms, landed on my head, pirouetted and 
spun around on that platform for a few seconds, then rolled off the edge, and I caught it near 
my ankles on the way down. 
 
 It is rumoured that the full-back never played football, or indeed any form of competitive 
sport, ever again. And indeed, is still receiving counselling.” 
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The previous edition contained an item 

Former 200-game player’s niece joins the OGSW (well, it nearly made a good story) 

The Club has 12 players who have played 200 or 

more games over the years, including one 

Charles Richardson.  

We understand that his niece Caroline Bett has 

been down to training a couple of times this year 

(but never when I’ve been there, which is most 

nights). So that story remains on hold. 

 

Well, the 

story is now 

off hold and back on, with the elusive Caroline Bett having 

made an appearance last week, and here she is. 

And we have a new player coming into the U23 squad in 

the form of Ben Sloroch. His dad Cameron played 54 

games for the Club from 1985 and was a member of the 

1990 Reserves Premiership. 

 

 

 

That’s him second from the left in photo below in 1985: my knees scream just looking at the 

shot. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
================================================================================================= 
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OGS Women’s to Feature at Grill’d Healthy Burgers, Windsor, in May 

The Club received an email from Grill’d Windsor (157 Chapel Street) recently, 

“I am writing on behalf of Grill’d Windsor, and I was hoping to invite Old Geelong Sporting 

Club to participate in our and community support and donation program, Local Matters, at 

our restaurant this May.  

“Each month, every Grill’d restaurant donates to three different local community groups, 

which are each represented by a jar. With every purchase we offer our customers a token 

which they are then asked to place in a jar of their choice. The 

group with the most amount of tokens in their jar at the end of 

the month receives a donation of $300, and the other two 

receive $100 each. Between all our restaurants, we support 

around 400 community groups and charity programs or 

services every month”.  

Sophie Batten (running, right) ran with this and we’re in. She 

advises “Will drive some of the Oggers there during that month 

so we can get the $300!!” Actually, there’s no reason why we 

can’t also support them both before and after as well. 

 
Example: April’s featured community groups 

 
MCC Junior Hockey Section: to help purchase hockey equipment 
such as goals, goalie equipment, face masks for our junior players. 

2nd Prahran Scouts Hall Repair:  This donation will go towards repairing the damage to hall, and help 
us install an access ramp. 

PetMedicalCrisis We are helping save pets for pensioners and disadvantaged families. 
#savingpetstochangetheworld 

==================================================================================================== 
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Phung Photos 

When taking photos at training and on match days I do try to spread the coverage around all 

our teams and over as many players as possible. In relation to matches, I am more likely to 

cover games where there are two or three on the same ground; I try not to concentrate on 

the same people (unless our full forward is well on the way to kicking eight, and I must admit 

surveys reveal that anyone in the ruck has a way, way, better chance of getting their photo 

on the Club’s Facebook page.) 

Anyway, we realised when going through some of the U23 training shots that a bloke called 

Tristan Phung had managed to make an appearance in a number of shots (like, the first three), 

none of which could be described as big on the action front. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

But managed to pick this one up the following week 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unless your name is Joe Griffiths or James Wright and you feel you are not getting the 

coverage you deserve, please feel free to contact me to lodge a complaint. 
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A Few Late Additions 

* After having been told there were no potential players new for the first time at Como last 

night, I actually collected details for two. Was informed by one that he had never seen so 

many people training at a football club in his life. 

* The number of people/organisations supporting the club by taking out non-playing Pivot 

Memberships has been gradually moving up and is most appreciated. We re-print an item 

from an email sent out earlier in the week 

“To further acknowledge and incentivise our members, we will hold a 'Monthly Members 

Draw' whereby a paid-up member will randomly be drawn to receive an OGFC Prize 

Pack.  This month’s prize is valued at $150 and consists of product from some of our 

wonderful sponsors including 2 x bottles of Angus the Bull wine, 1 x Emma & Tom's Cooler 

Bag full of Goodies, $30 Como Card to be spent at the Nugget Bar and an OGFC Beanie or 

Scarf.  And our April winner has just been drawn...............  

 

 

  

Jack McPherson played 105 games for the OGs from 2008-15 including the 2013 Reserves 

Premiership.  He was awarded Best Clubman back in 2013 and has been a paid-up member of the 

OGFC since 2018.  See you at Como soon Jack Mc, where you can collect your OGFC Prize Pack. 

 

* We were interested to bump into a past player (from the early 1980s) and one of 

Melbourne’s (if not Victoria’s) most prominent physiotherapists Robert Hanna in the rooms 

last Tuesday evening. He was just leaving, and whispered on the way past “Love those 

Lemon’s Lines.” I of course felt immensely and overwhelmingly flattered that he had gone to 

all that trouble to come down to Como just to tell me that, only to learn today (9/4) he was 

actually there to promote a new device which he has designed to reduce or remove the need 

for the strapping of ankles and ankle injuries.  

(Co-incidentally I had mentioned in Edition 1 of these notes when talking about the need for 

people to pay their subs and take out memberships. Other costs include ground rental, 
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coaching fees (“massive”, but as Paul O’Connell says, “worth every cent”), physio and trainers’ 

costs, medical equipment including about 50,000 kilometres of tape, footballs and other 

related costs, VAFA affiliation fees and much, much more. 

After initially being shattered, I realised that any reduction on 50,000 kilometres of tape can 

only be welcome for the Club, and I personally am ordering three such items, sight unseen, 

for my ankles. Hopefully I can provide much greater details in next week’s Lines and even a 

photo – there might be one, somewhere - of him as a player at his peak in 1980. 

(An email should be fine, thanks, Rob; please don’t feel you need to go out of your way on my 

behalf and come down to Como again.) 

* Adding to the subject of costs detailed above, I need to advise that they do not include 

anything for the writing and production of these Lines, which are provided at no cost to the 

Club. I’m not sure if there is any truth in the rumour that somebody has commented “and 

worth every cent.” 

==================================================================================================== 

To finish 

For any communications with this publication, please email lemmododo@gmail.com 

All photos unless otherwise attributed ands horse and buggy: Peter Lemon 

From time to time when I conclude these Lines I like to end with a photo unrelated to the 

OGFC.                                                                                      

Taken over the Yarra Valley, in the early 

2000s © Peter Lemon 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Until next week 

From time to time when production of these line 

Over the Yarra Valley   
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