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Lemon’s Lines – an intermittent production of divergent and often totally haphazard, 

incoherent and unrelated themes somewhat connected to the Old Geelong Football Club, 

with occasional historical snippets thrown in, compiled by Peter Lemon                  Ed.10 17/6/21 

For old-time’s sake I was going to try to keep producing these Lines during lockdown. On a 

Friday. Every Friday. (Although I refuse to bloody well get up at 6am on said Fridays to try to 

get them finished by early afternoon, at least until such time as Teams Emails resume.) 

Assessment: failed miserably. Missed the past two Fridays. No idea if anyone noticed. Or, if 

having noticed, cared. 

                                                      You won’t see something like this on Saturday. 

So, rounds 8 and 9 of 2021 have joined all of season 2020 

and never existed. 

Prior to season-start this year the VAFA announced that 

should any rounds be lost due to the re-imposition of 

lockdowns they would not be played at a later date.   

Round 10 appears reasonably likely to take place this 

Saturday (I write this on Thursday evening), though 

subject to significant restrictions. 

It appears that things have been somewhat back to 

normal as far as training was concerned this week. But 

minus anything in the way of the Thursday night dinner. 

There has been a raft of missives and updates and 

bulletins and clarifications and protocols (revised and 

amended) from various sources which have hit desks and 

screens and in-boxes on a regular basis. 

The announcements on Wednesday 16 June of some 

relaxation of rules, requirements and restrictions have 

helped somewhat (not least in relation to some of our 

players who live 26 kilometres or more from the ground), and Club Secretary Jake Ward then 

summarised things to the Committee as follows: 
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“Please find attached an announcement from the VAFA on the relaxing of restrictions and the 

implications this will have for this weekend’s matches. 

 The VAFA notes that no spectators can attend matches this 

weekend, with competition resuming “with the minimum number of 

people required to participate and facilitate the activity.”  I would 

suggest that the minimum would include:  

• All players and coaches; 
• All volunteers (umpires, runners, physios, managers); 
• The COVID Safety Officer; 
• Canteen staff. 
  

The VAFA is seeking clarification on social facilities (which appears inconsistent with the “no- 

spectators” statement).  However, they say that canteens should be able to operate, take-

away only, to provide for the minimum number required to participate and facilitate.” 

==================================================================================================== 

In the interests of being a complete pain in the backside, I might also 

add a couple of queries of my own – Ed.  

1) No spectators. Does that mean that people who have played in an 

early game - there are three matches scheduled at Como on Saturday - 

must then leave expeditiously, immediately, run up the hill, when their 

contest ends and cannot watch any of a later match? 

2) And does it mean that people playing in a later game are not allowed 

to arrive more than a certain time before their match whilst an earlier one is in progress? 

==================================================================================================== 

                And you won’t see any of this on Saturday either 
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In This Edition 

Some more from the Pivot Lunch  of 22 May: “One of the best days of his life” 

The Honour Boards – Next Steps 

Wine Offer – Last Chance. Again. 

Look After Those Bloody Footballs 

William Sloss: the Photographic Gift Which Keeps on Giving 

Player Photos & Looking Your Best 

A Plasma Update 

 

 

 

 

 

 

==================================================================================================== 

From the Pivot Lunch (1) 

* From the President, Simon Bones:  Sent to Committee: Sunday, 23 May 2021 8:24 PM 

“Just want to thank everyone involved in Saturday’s Pivot lunch and the 

enormous amount of work by all. I have received some terrific feedback 

which is a credit to all who were involved. Great result on and off the field. 

Cheers Boner.”  

 

* From The Treasurer (inter alia), James Legoe:  

“Concur with Boner’s comments.  Terrific day on many fronts: 

Great attendance and good to have luncheons back 

1) Three good wins at Como 
2) Takings of around $7,500 over the bar 
3) A further $60k of pledges to the Future Fund 
4) Just under $3k raised in the Pivot raffle.  Great effort all. 

  

Thanks to all who made the day play out as it did.” 
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From the Pivot Lunch (2) 

In the previous edition of these Lines we gave 

some detail of the day, and published a couple 

of photos of Guy Nevett who was present. 

And, who now aged 90, had played in the 

Club’s first-ever game - on 24 April, 1954.  

(I happen to believe that this is one of the most 

emotive photos ever taken of the football club 

over all those years – congratulations Simon 

“Ansel-Adams” Bones. – Ed.) 

Simon’s parents are good friends with Guy and 

have known him for many years; Guy 

apparently rang them later to say it had been 

“one of the best days of his life”.        Beat that.  

If you were thrilled, Guy, then so are we. 

 

=================================================================================================== 

Firsts players (second game) applaud Reserves players (early game) taking the field for their 

third quarter a few weeks back. Refer to my query on page 2 in relation to this Saturday. 
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Honour Boards 

On the subject of these, the next step in the project is the creation and installation of boards 

for the Women’s sides and the Men’s sides (Under 19’s and Under 23’s).  

By way of comparison, we insert a photo 

right, taken at half-time of a match, 

probably in the early 1980s.  

(In those days both our two teams changed 

upstairs, and there was absolutely no glass 

frontage looking out over the ground.) 

And most thankfully we do have rather 

more listings under Premierships these 

days. 

 

 

External shots above: Probably 1974 and 1975. Taken on the balcony upstairs, and showing 

the total lack of visibly looking either into or out of the rooms.  

There were certainly no lunches held at Como in those days. 
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Perhaps a contradiction of terms: in the dungeons upstairs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Pivot Lunch (3) 

PIVOT RAFFLE 

“Not only was it great to see the return of our loyal supporters at the Pivot luncheon a few 

weeks ago, but this was accompanied by a hugely successful Pivot raffle on the day.  The big 

prize up for grabs was a 1997 Menzies Coonawarra Cab Sav 3L magnum which was donated 

anonymously by one of our long-serving Pivot members.  In addition to that, there was a 

Garmin watch and some Angus the Bull wines as well.   
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“The raffle was really 

well supported with 

around $3000 being 

raised.  Richard Burn 

(tallest at back, 1990; 

115 games 1987-1996) 

won the major prize - 

before donating it back 

to the Club to auction 

off! With Steve Hope-

Johnstone (two games, 

both in 1981) 

purchasing it and 

adding more much- 

needed $$’s to the Club’s bank balance.” 

=========================================================================== 

“ANGUS THE BULL” PROMOTION 

On the subject of Angus the Bull wines, as 

advertised in the last couple of emails sent out by 

the OGFC, one of our great sponsors has been 

offering a deal that is almost too good to be true.   

Past player, Hamish MacGowan (84 games from 

1988 to 1993, including the 1988 and 1990 

Reserves Premierships) has long supported the 

Club through donation of his wines, Angus the Bull, 

and he has gone one further in offering these to the 

OGs database at a 50% discount to RRP (ie. $10 per 

bottle).   

                

“As an added bonus, $20 from each dozen sold will be 

retained by the OGFC.  We are happy to report that 

take-up for this offer was overwhelming with 31 dozen 

(372 bottles) being sold through the OGs 

network……….many of whom would be very familiar 

with the drop, given that it has been a constant at Pivot 

Lunches over recent years.  Thanks again for your 

support, Hamish.”  

 

Front centre, 1990 
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 It’s not too late if you did miss out, as you can still take advantage of this special offer. But 

only just. Simply click on the link below: 

 https://shop.oldgeelong.com.au/product/angus-the-bull-wine-2017-cs/ 

  ================================================================================= 

The Ball Belted 

Sad to report that the Club Ball 
which was scheduled for 19 June 

has at best been postponed, at 

worst cancelled.   

We know that a number of people 

such as Sophie Batten have done a 

power of work in relation to this 

event, and can only hope it can be 

resuscitated a little further down 

the track.  

The girls are away against Old Camberwell this week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://shop.oldgeelong.com.au/product/angus-the-bull-wine-2017-cs/
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William Sloss: the Photographic Gift Which Just Keeps on Giving 

Article in “Light Blue”, the G.G.S. periodic magazine, in 2012. With the Under 19’s at Como. 

(And Charles Burbury) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And in action (my Spell-Check suggested “Inaction”) at Como, 22 May, 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This, too, might get into “Light Blue”: it is one of a number recently sent for possible 

consideration for the next edition, but as they were all really, really good there’s a lot of 

competition. “Of course”, said he more realistically, “none of them might make it.” 
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Perhaps in the Nick of Time 

Again from 22 May, and Sarah Kirkwood, 

“Hi Pete, here is a photo of a number of 2018 School Leavers watching the Under 23’s. Some 

of them had flown in from around the country and the group was supporting their mates 

before heading off to a Twenty-First in country Victoria.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

In action (again as opposed to “inaction”) in the Under 23’s. Bailey Austin 

Whoever was having the 21st was downright lucky it was destined for that day rather than 

one week later. 
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Look After Those Bloody Footballs 

A new football of correct branding costs in 

the vicinity of $150, and the President has 

been heard to comment more than once this 

year that we have been “bleeding footballs”.  

Especially at/after training. 

A new lockable bullet-proof cage is being 

constructed in the rooms downstairs, but 

that is of no help when footballs fail to make 

it back into the rooms. 

I’m told that the girls are way, way better 

than the blokes in ensuring that all their 

footballs are adequately returned and 

accounted for. 

The Griffiths Family have most kindly 

donated to us a number of new footballs, 

and Joe has apparently taken on a role 

ensuring that these are correctly accounted 

for. All have been numbered, and rumours of 

micro-chipping and GPS tracking may not be 

that wide of the mark. 

Bottom line: if you kick a ball out of the park 

and into the dark at training, go and get it!!!! 

====================================== 

Player Photos & Looking Your Best 

Returning to the subject of photos, 

Committeeman Dougal Morrison has been 

trying to build a photo data-base of all our 

players/coaches over a number of weeks, 

subject to the recent frustrations, and others 

perhaps less expected: 

“Perhaps can promote player and coaches’ portrait 

photo nights (for use on website, newsletters and 

archives) after suitable training nights have been 

approved by coaches. 

“Will leave to your literary skills to promote shaving and haircuts – a couple of players 

reluctant to have their photo taken on previous nights as they were not looking their best! 
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“Here is the finished photo of Rupert Kemp that can be included in the promotion.” 

Editorial comment, hopefully involving some literary skill: it is rumoured that Rupert brought 

down a hair drier, some styling wands, and a Braun Series-9 Latest Generation Wet and Dry 

Shaver to training on a number of occasions in the hope that Dougal could get the perfect 

result. I shall leave it to others to decide if he (Dougal or Rupert) achieved the objective. - PL 

================================================================================== 

Spend the morning with Simon Kemp 

Still on the Kemp Family, I (Peter Lemon) recently received the following email from Rupert’s 

father, Simon, 

“Hi Andrew,  (Ed – This causes me some uncertainty.) 

Please put a reminder in the next news - Blood Bank never closes. 

We have saved 21 lives but we can do a whole lot better. 

It's great that nearly all are giving Plasma - really good. 

Kind regards,  Simon Kemp - M: +61 412 351 290  B: +61 3 8387 1800 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

  
  

   

From the Blood Bank: Hi Simon, Your passion for saving lives is inspiring (and 

it’s just one of the things we love about you). 
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Thanks for booking your next donation in nice and early. We appreciate an 

early-bird! Looking forward to catching up with you at 08:00 

on 03/07/2021at Melbourne CBD Donor Centre. 

   

================================================================================== 

A worthy cause, indeed, and we have done poorly in 

April and May. 

If you wish to join Simon (but not on the 3rd of July if 

you are a player because it’s a Saturday and there might 

be some matches), or to contribute at a later, more 

civilised hour, or indeed on another day, contact him as 

detailed, or go to the Red Cross Blood Donor website.  

For those who don’t know him, that’s Simon to the left.  

Without wishing to cause grief – the motto of these 

Lines has always been “Offend No-one” (Nemo 
Offendit Unum) – we do wonder just little if Simon was 

really looking at his very best in this photo taken in 2019 

when we played Fitzroy at Fitzroy. 

Nemo Offendit Unum?  

That’s Latin.   Impressed?  Don’t be.  I Googled it. 

And most certainly no trace of a Braun Series-9 Latest Generation Wet and Dry Shaver there. 

And to conclude: the last time I checked my passport – it’s not good for anything much else 

these days – my name is indeed Peter.  I feel somewhat relieved. 

. 
   
  

 

 

For communications with this publication, please email lemmododo@gmail.com 

These Lines have been written against a background of constantly changing requirements, 

and composed in light of a stream of new Protocols, and updates and changes. They may well 

be out of date by the time they come out on Friday. Hopefully the covering Teams’ Email will 

contain details of any further developments on the long and winding road. 

 

23.47 


