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Lemon’s Lines – an intermittent production of divergent and often totally haphazard, 

incoherent and unrelated themes somewhat connected to the Old Geelong Football Club, 

with occasional historical snippets thrown in, compiled by Peter Lemon   2021 Edition 3   16/4/21 

 

In This Edition 

* Last Saturday (10 April) 

* Multi-tasking: “Let’s Do the Time Warp Again” (with a slight variation in lyrics) 

* Are you on the Black List? 2021 – probably not 

* Humiliation: My Proof-readers and Fact-checkers Got it Wrong, Failed to pick it up.  

* It was 2 goals and 22 behinds: Proof-positive            * Alphabetical Confusion 

* Umpiring Matters: We Need Help 

* Colourful Costumes                    * Sloroch or Slorach? I needn’t have apologised 
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Last Saturday 

A really good day at Como, with three out of three sides successful as OGS’ football returns, 

and a good number of supporters in attendance over the course of the day. (And into the 

evening. So they tell me.)  

Starting proceedings was our first-ever Under 23 men’s team, though not in the hoops (for 

reasons, see later), but notching up a massive victory. All other teams in the U23 competition 

are derived from clubs whose Men’s firsts are in Premier Division (we are in Premier C), so it 

was a bit of a venture into the unknown. 

 

Coach Mickey Nicholls…..and his charges leaving the ground under a glowering sky at game’s end   

A very solid win, 25-18 to 1-3, with new recruit Connor “no relation of Scott” Dixon kicking 

seven, and ten goal kickers across the board.  
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It is not the role or capabilities of these Lines to do Match Reports and we will simply put in a 

few comments each week on each game. If others wish to submit something more detailed 

to me by end Tuesday they are very welcome to do so and I shall try to incorporate some or 

all. 

The Men’s Reserves encountered stiffer resistance, but here too we came out on top, keeping 

the opposition to just one behind in the second quarter and no score in the last. Crowd 

favourite Winks Simson (though some claim outpointed in photo right) was named as OGS’ 

best. 

 

 

Back at last 

 

The Men’s Firsts 

Jake Ward wrote a great match report on this game which appeared in last Tuesday’s Results 

Email, and if you didn’t read it, so much the poorer you. It was OGS third quarter which broke 

the game open, and thankfully the big collision between Jake (running the boundary) and 

Brandon Efthimiou did not cause any significant damage. 
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I don’t know if photo left was pre or post collision. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Higgo (right) – played his first six or so games in 2019 in the Thirds 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            Hutley Bros. 
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Away Sides 

The Women’s Reserves started their 2021 campaign where they left off in August 2019 (albeit 

it with significantly different personnel). New coach James Ramsden advises we had 15 

players new to the Club in the side, ten of whom had not played Australian Rules football 

before! A big win. 

    

Women’s Firsts 

Disappointment here as we fell three points short. OGS’ six-point lead at the final change was 

not quite enough. More scoring shots than the opposition. 

I will be photographing the Women’s sides at Como tomorrow 17 April, so two wins would be 

most appreciated. (My best work: normally done when it’s sunny and we’re 10 goals in front.) 

Men’s Thirds 

Unfortunately, a slow start did not do the cause any good, but it is great that so many of our 

players were getting a game. Coach Zac Carroll advises every player chosen for selection 

turned up at Bulleen (not always the case in former years where there was less pressure for 

places). 

There were still a number of people who could not be fitted in, and in that regard, we can 

only say please keep hanging in there. 

With changes to this week’s matches seeming to occur on the hour every hour, it now seems 

that this side will be playing against Old Ivanhoe at a ground adjacent to our Reserves. So, 

sorry gents, another week of no photos from me. 

==================================================================================================== 
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Colourful  

Both the U23 and Men’s Thirds sides played their matches in colours way removed from the 

OGS-normal last Saturday. The lead-in to 

the season had seen a number of butterflies 

flapping their wings in a number of ways in 

the Amazon, resulting, but in no way limited 

to, delays with our gear delivery.  

Whilst one lot was received by Jim Wright at 

home about 10.30pm one night, others 

were not going to get there at all for Round 

1. Fortunately, we were able to borrow two 

sets of “jumper clash” guernseys from the 

VAFA – the orange and another in yellow.  

 

(Memo: As illustrated, when you’re going to mark it, make sure you are facing directly at the 

coach’s box.) 

 

Consumption of alcohol by spectators during matches 

From a publication long known for its most meticulous attention to detail, I got that rather 

wrong (well, in one minor area, nothing much at all really, hardly worth mentioning in fact, 

don’t know why I’m bothering) in the last edition. And none of my army of poof-readers and 

fact-checkers picked it up. (You just can’t get good help these days.) Part of the relevant VAFA 

document now reads as follows: 

Traditionally at the conclusion of Reserve Grade matches the players and officials are not afforded 

the same hospitality benefits as Senior teams, whereby after-match functions allow for the players, 

officials, umpires and spectators to mix in a social atmosphere. 

The VAFA is trialling in 2021, for clubs who wish to apply, the ability to serve alcohol at the 

conclusion of the Reserve Grade match. This trial is not mandatory for clubs. 

If clubs choose to provide after match hospitality at their home venue following the Reserve Grade 

fixture the following applies: 

• Any serving of alcohol must be accompanied by the provision of substantial food offerings  

• Alcohol can be served until the end of half-time of the 2pm fixtured match (or equivalent fixtured 

match if the main game is delayed). 
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Umpiring Problems  (1) 

Whilst player numbers have exploded at the club in March and April, after lacklustre training 

attendances in January and February (the numbers at training on Thursday 8 April before 

Round 1 and last night on the 15th were extraordinary) the VAFA did not see the same 

occurring with their umpiring ranks and they encountered significant problems for Round 1. 

It meant that at pretty short notice, clubs had to provide their own officials for some of the 

roles which the VAFA would have been able to fill comfortably in previous seasons. (And as 

we know, at the OGFC filling the roles we would normally have to fill ourselves is often 

something which does not come easily.) Anyway, it did provide some interesting add-ons for 

people who already do a prodigious amount for the club. 

Exhibit 1. Club President, Simon Bones, central umpired the U23s: 

 

It's just a jump to the left,                   and then a step to the right,                     raise your hands from your hips,  

you bring your knees in tight                       

 

 

 

Rumoured to be auditioning for the next Rocky Horror Show to be 

staged in Melbourne. Or on Broadway. 
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Exhibit 2: Meanwhile immediate past President and current Director of Football, James 

Wright had to take on the role of 

one of the central umpires in the 

Reserves.  

Before moving on to the OGS’ job 

of Coaches’ Runner in the Firsts. 

(Note opposition water runner 

behind in photo left. In the days 

of individually-marked water 

bottles, it looks a bit like Room 

Service at The Ritz. So they tell 

me.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      Phone a friend? Not sure how that would go down in the AFL. 

Joey Couch, it could be to one of my friendly, financial facilitators in the sub-Continent, or 

merely the in-laws in Sydney.  
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Club Secretary Jake Ward was another to put in a long day: time-kept for the Under 23s, 

followed by boundary umpiring for the Reserves, and then after a quick turnaround doing the 

same for the Firsts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                        Reserves (or Firsts)                                   Firsts (or Reserves) 

 Meanwhile upstairs our Vice-President, Sarah Kirkwood spent almost the entire day running 

the canteen and catering side of things. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Though he is not an official of the Club, perhaps he is aspiring to hold high office a little further 

down the track. Mackenzie Fenton ran water for the Reserves then the Firsts. 
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Umpiring (2) The following is part of a communication received from the VAFA on Tuesday. 

“There is a clear shortage of umpires across ALL community football competitions which has 

been amplified by the school holiday period which has made the process of appointments 

difficult to manage. In addition, there are a number of factors that are considered when 

appointing umpires such as the entry level, talent pathways, transition to senior football and 

the preference of umpires to officiate certain competitions. In stating this, we remain 

committed to addressing the feedback received and will implement the following actions: 

• Reassess the current appointment model and prioritise women's football allocations 

prior to Round 2. We will endeavour to cover as many senior women's games as possible 

moving forward which is a shift from previous seasons. 

• Develop an Umpire Appointment Policy across April which will be shared with all clubs 

that addresses the current imbalance of women's football allocations. 

In doing this, please be aware that other VAFA competitions may be impacted, and will require 

clubs to umpire these fixtures. 

Secondly, I want to outline the process for club umpires officiating VAFA matches; 

• If one VAFA umpire is appointed, it is the home club’s responsibility to supply the 

second field umpire. 

• If no VAFA umpire is appointed, it is both the home and away clubs’ responsibility to 

supply one field umpire each, it is the responsibility of the club umpires to fill out the attached 

voting and matchday paperwork form…..” 

--------------- 

If we have any readers who can offer to go onto an OGS’ umpiring panel to help the Club out, 

at home or far away, in relation to central umpiring for any games, boundary or goal umpiring 

we would be delighted to hear from you.  

Michael Davis and 

Jimi Paul helping 

out in 2005. Davo 

umpired until 

about four years 

ago so he should be 

fit enough and 

ready to go.  

(Even if he is yet to 

be told.) 
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Bring him back?  

Perhaps better not, even if there is now a second 

defibrillator installed in the pavilion at Como, this one 

upstairs.  

(Its location was pointed out to all those attending dinner 

last night after training, and numbers were huge.)  

A decidedly dreary, damp, dreadul day at Como, probably 

2004.  

 

Photographer unknown, well, not remembered. 

 

Financial 

As we have alluded to in the previous editions this year, it costs a hell of a lot of money to run 

the Club, and it is unfortunately necessary to require players to assist in this with the payment 

of subscriptions. (This is in addition to amounts provided to us by our sponsors, by those who 

support us by taking out non-playing memberships at any of number of different levels, by 

donations, by canteen and bar sales.)  

The collection (and non-collection) of player subs (they 

were first for an amount of five shillings when the Club was 

founded with one team in 1954) has been a theme running 

through the Club’s existence virtually ever since.  

If my memory serves me correctly – it still does sometimes 

– we had one member of the 2016 Firsts Premiership team 

who paid his for that year in the week leading up to the 

Grand Final! (Nice to see you back at Como Tuesday night, 

Jocko.) 

The bottom line is that it takes a huge amount of effort to 

be endlessly chasing up people over and over again, and 

despite the threats of 68 years, the Club finally seems to have got it right in 2021, with the 

great majority of our players having paid or having found a player sponsor.  

None of this is to suggest that if a player legitimately feels that he or she is unable to  pay a 

sub they cannot talk to the Club about their situation so that we can come to some sort of an 

arrangement. 
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The following excerpts are taken just from some of the committee minutes of the 1960s. (The 

sections in italics are some comments made when the Year History was compiled much, much 

later.) 

1963   (August)  Non-financial Members - names of those active un-financial members to be 

put on the board. 

1964 (March) The Treasurer Mr. McInnes advised 

that subscriptions were somewhat slow to be 

paid. 

1966 (June) Subscriptions received to date: 194.  

Way below last year. John McInnes to make a 

Black List for publication in the club-rooms. 

(John McInnes, middle at back, with cigarette. 

Many nervous moments trying to deal with, 

name and shame recalcitrant payers and players 

over a number of years.) 

 

1967 

* (March)  Very few subscriptions had been received to date. 

* (April)  The Committee are quite concerned with the numbers who remained un-financial 

last year, and the Treasurer is requested to take positive action this year to collect 

subscriptions from active players and supporters. 

* (August)   We have 163 members, as compared with 144 last year. (It is not stated if these 

figures included players: it probably did. In addition to their subscriptions, players were also 

paying about 25 cents match fees for each game they were playing in.  An annoying task for 

someone, usually the captain, having to collect the moneys pre-match.) 

1968 

* (March)   

Discussion re subscriptions and other debts. Treasurer Poolman suggested that as a general 

policy all debts from last year be paid before a player can play in 1968, and that a date be set 

for payment of subs by players in 1968, after which they would be ineligible for selection until 

payment was received.  (The payment or non-payment of subscriptions is a subject, a less-

than-golden thread, which seems to run right through just about every year of the Club’s 

existence. Endless threats of non-selection after a certain date seem to have been followed by 

an equally endless failure to act. At least these days - 2014 - with electronic transfers between 

clubs now the norm, our Club can refuse to grant such a transfer for a player still owing any 

outstanding moneys to the Club.) 
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1969 

 Expenditure for 1968 had exceeded income by $400 and the Club’s finances were not good. 

Strict enforcement of collection of subscriptions would be necessary next season. “The main 

problem was that in the past income had been listed as “Cash Expected” and “Cash Received”. 

The “Cash Expected” listing had been weak because money owing is not always received in a 

club of this nature. (Editorial comment: “Cash Expected”! OMG) 

1970  

Subs for ordinary members went up from $4 to $5, and Country and First Year went up by 50 
cents – to $2-50. 
 

* (April)   

There are still some players who have not yet paid their subs. A notice of these people would 

be posted soon. Debtor: G. Manton for beer: $4.53. We have about 130 financial members. 

==================================================================================================== 

Was it 2-22 or 2-23? The Definitive Answer and Case Closed! 

Some readers who have not fallen asleep may recall the 

items in Editions 1 and 2 of 2021 of these Lines relating 

to the day OGS kicked without accuracy in the fairly early 

1960s. Past player Ted Gray had claimed it was 2-23, 

whilst I had commented I had heard of the day when they 

kicked 2-22.  

Anyway, within a couple of hours of last week’s edition 

going out, world-wide, back came this response from the 

afore-mentioned Tony Poolman (in hooped jumper; 

photo a few years later; photographer not known): 

“It was definitely 2-22.  I had two (free) kicks to win the 

game close to the final siren and missed them both!” 

 

 

=================================================================================================== 
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Alphabetic Uncertainty 

 

For the benefit of the President, UHS-VU AFC 

is an abbreviation of University High School-

Victoria University Amateur Football Club. 

It used to be solely Uni High School Old Boys 

(UHSOB).  

In Round 18 of 1980, against UHSOB, John 

Butcher became the first Old Geelong player 

to kick 100 goals for the Club. Celebrations 

after the game appear somewhat muted, and 

perhaps even downright uncomfortable. 

There has only been one other player to 

achieve this since, Mark Vickers-Willis in 

2003. Some more detail on that next week. 

 

 

 

The same President (a member of the 1990 Firsts 

Premiership side and Captain/Coach of the 1997 

Reserves Premiership team) said to me last week 

that as a player in the 1990s he had no idea as to 

how privileged and cossetted he had been with so 

much handed to him and other players on a plate.   

And last year his main job (in his first year as Prez) 

was to take people’s temperatures when training 

was allowed.  

Reckons 2021 has been a real eye-opener as to 

the stunning amount of work required and done 

by a few non-players around the place. 

2016 Firsts Grand Final  
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I Needn’t Have Apologised 

A item in last week’s Lemon’s Lines contained the following 

“And we have a new player coming into the U23 squad in the form of Ben Sloroch. His dad 

Cameron played 54 games for the Club from 1985 and was a member of the 1990 Reserves 

Premiership. 

 

 

 

That’s him second from the left in photo below in 1985: my knees scream just looking at the 

shot.” 

The spelling of course should have been Slorach; I duly went to Ben at training on Tuesday to 

apologise for the error. Only to be told he hadn’t seen it. Perhaps one of Ben’s mates could 

draw his attention to it, because he probably won’t read this edition either. 

 
=================================================================================================== 

 

 

I have a number of things to carry over from this edition to the next. 

a) Is that a photo of George Chisholm’s Great Great Grandfather in stunning archaeological 

find in Camberwell a couple of weeks ago? 

b) the new catering at Como 

c) the new coms group as Jim Legoe finishes on the scrapheap of history 

c) player sponsorships 

b) additions to the Kemp family tree of people who play or have played for the club. Not so 

much a family tree as a family jungle. 

Jungle? This leads me seamlessly into this week’s totally non-OGFC-related photo to end 

these notes.  
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Boali Falls, Central African Republic/Republique Centrafricaine, 28 March, 1976. © Peter Lemon 
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