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The Old Geelong Football 

Club 
 

 

Newsletter No.2 – July 2006  (Written as at 25 June, after Round 9)    
 
As indicated in the printed Newsletter posted just prior to the start of the season, 

the Club intends producing three such letters during the year.  You are reminded 

that more up-to-date news, results and reports can be accessed (usually) on the 

Club’s Website, www.oldgeelong.com.au.  Considerable time and effort has 

been expended by James Cole in the re-vamping and re-building of the site, a 

process which will continue for some time as we strive to produce one of the 

best sites in the VAFA. By the time you receive this Newsletter, the new site 

will hopefully be up and running: the web address remains the same. 

 

Travelling OK 
Writing at the half-way point of the season, we can report that the Club 

has established itself well in the higher section, and, with 7 Firsts’ wins 

and 2 losses, holds a reasonable chance of making the finals. However, 

with the bottom side (then winless) defeating the previously undefeated 

top side in Round 7, it is clear that the section is extremely even, and any 

removal of the foot from the pedal could cause major problems.  

 

Whilst we have continued to win the majority of our games, it has to be 

said that the extraordinary sense of purpose which permeated the Club 

over the past three years – and especially last season – is yet to be fully 

replicated in 2006. Hopefully that can be turned around in the second 

half of the home-and-away season in the run-up towards the finals.  

Given a close-to-full availability of our playing list (admittedly often a pipe-dream in any football club, 

and not our case at the moment), we do have the ability and capacity to play a significant role at the 

upper end of the ladder as the season proceeds. 

 

The Reserves continue their wonderful run of recent years, and have now won 29 games on end.  There 

have been some excellent performances this season, including that on 29 April when we booted 31-20 

whilst keeping Banyule scoreless, and that of 3 June in Round 7 when we overwhelmed previously 

undefeated Old Carey by 12 goals. 

 
However, the success 

of the Reserves has 

perhaps come about 

at the expense to the 

Club 18 who have 

regularly lost their 

better players to 

higher sides, to take 

the place of other players injured or unavailable, or just deservedly promoted. There have been three 

wins and six losses, and all but one of those losses have at least seen us highly competitive, which in turn 

continues the considerable improvement of the past couple of seasons. 

 

It has been good to see a few of our new recruits playing a big role in the success of the Club in 2006.  

Several players have already played games in the seniors, and no doubt several others will get an 

opportunity before the season is finished.  It is an aim of the Club to get more recruits from our feeder 

schools, Geelong College and Geelong Grammar.  While we had a high number of players from our 

premiership winning sides of 2005 from both Grammar or College, season-2006 has seen very few 
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school leavers join the Oggery fold: the possibility of an Under 19 side in 2007 is always there if we can 

get the numbers.    

 

President’s Report: from Mark Avery    
“The first half of the 2006 season has been fantastic both on and off the field.  While football results have 

been positive for all three teams, especially the Seniors and Reserves who are on top of ladder, it has 

been the support from people off the field that is making a massive difference to the Club this year.  The 

Canteen has been rejuvenated by Amelia Ramsey and her 

team of helpers; Tom Seymour and Michael Davis are 

doing a great job umpiring the Reserves, and many players 

are stepping up to help out with match-day duties (which in 

some cases is not ideal for match preparation!). Having said 

this, we always need more help!  If anyone can offer any 

assistance in the following roles, even if it is on a one-off 

basis, we would be delighted to hear from you: time-

keepers, goal umpires, boundary umpires, interchange 

steward.  Please contact Simon O’Brien on 

Simon.OBrien@team.telstra.com if you can assist. 

 

A real focus has been to bring past players, supporters and 

family back to OGS’ games. Perhaps it coincides with the 

team’s performance, but numbers to matches and to Pivot Lunches have been terrific.  The unfurling of 

the 2005 premiership flags was a real highlight with a packed house of over 110 attending a great day.  

The annual Ladies Lunch was also well attended, with everyone having a terrific time. The second half 

of the season has several significant events planned, none more important than the 1956 and 1966 

premiership reunion lunch on 12 August at Como Park.   

 

The OGS netball is up and running, which is a fantastic addition to the Club.  Numbers are increasing 

and we expect that they will continue to do so in the next season, which commences early July.  Special 

mention to Jo Manifold who has taken on the responsibility for organising every team (initially three, 

increasing to five next season).  

 

Momentum is certainly building for all the OGS teams for the rest of the season, and the footballers who 

take the field in the upcoming 10 weeks have the opportunity to create a unique piece of history.  Only 

once before have OGS won back-to-back premierships, and a repeat of this is something on which we 

can set our sights.  Something that would make this even more of an achievement is that we retain a core 

group of players and coaches that have reversed the fortunes of the Club from 2002. 

 

It is an important time in the Club’s history, and I would encourage 

everyone to feel a part of it and be involved.  Pivot membership numbers 

have increased since last year, as have the number of social members of 

the Club, but as always, the more the merrier! I hope to see you all down at 

Como for the remaining home matches, and hopefully at finals matches 

later in the year.”     Mark Avery 

 

From the Assistant Senior Coach, Dan Salter:   
“Arriving at D1 after last year’s success was always going to be a 

challenge.  With the departure of some of the Club’s senior playing group 

to travel overseas it was going to be important to recruit well in 2006 if we 

were to maintain our competitiveness in a higher grade. 

 

The Club has worked hard to build a nucleus of players over the past four 

years and with the re-signing of Michael Lockman (Seniors’ coach), 

Michael Verge (Reserves’ coach) and Henry “Moose” Edgar (Club 

XVIII coach) the coaching structure is very settled. A moderate pre-season was a little unnerving but 

mailto:Simon.OBrien@team.telstra.com
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with most of the playing group familiar with each other’s games it didn’t take long for all sides to 

develop the brand of football required to be successful in D1. 

 

however, the senior side, although sitting on top of the ladder at the halfway mark is yet to field their best 

team and have only sporadically shown glimpses of the form that took them to the D2 premiership last 

year.  Good wins against likely finalists Rupertswood, Therry-Penola and Bulleen-Templestowe have 

proven to the team that with a little extra effort on the training track and with some more luck with 

injuries, the opportunity is there if the mind and body are willing.  Stand-out performers to date have 

been Henry Legoe in the ruck, Marty White across the backline, Colby O’Brien up forward and Nick 

Casboult in the middle. 

 

The second half of the season will be more difficult, 

and a greater commitment on and off the field will be 

required if the Seniors want to make a statement and 

be remembered as one of the best sides in the history 

of the Old Geelong Football Club. 

 

The Reserves have continued with their winning form 

from 2005 and haven’t lost a match since 2004.  

Tekka has the boys getting the most out of their ability 

and many of the Reserves players have been pushing 

for senior selection each week.  A strong leadership group has developed and the boys play with a real 

passion for their football and one another. It has been a really consistent effort from all players and if 

their attitude remains the same there is no reason why they can’t have a very successful year. 

 

The Club XVIII continue to improve, although after a bright start to the year they have struggled recently 

to get across the line in a number of close games.  Moose Edgar has been working hard with the boys 

and has also had good support from Rafe Bell and some of the other players.    

 

I would so far like to thank our dedicated trainers and all those who have assisted on game days from 

boundary and goal umpires to water boys and physios.  If everyone can lift their efforts by 20% for the 

rest of the year there are some very exciting times ahead at Club Como. I would also like to thank all the 

parents and supporters who have taken an interest in the Club so far this year.  We have a very popular 

social environment at the Club and we would love to see even more of you at our games as we make our 

way towards the finals.  Like all amateur football Clubs at times it can be a struggle with support on 

Saturdays, so any assistance on the day or after match would be greatly appreciated.   

Onwards and upwards.”            Daniel Salter: Director of Football and Assistant Senior Coach. 
 

Events 
The first Pivot Lunch of the year, 

corresponding with the unfurling of the 

Premiership Flags of 2005, was a huge 

success: a full house of 110 for the lunch 

was in fact stretched to 120, with past 

players, parents, sponsors and general 

friends of the Club enjoying a tremendous 

lunch, the unfurling of two Premiership 

flags from last year, an OGS win, and, for 

many, a fairly big night afterwards. 

 

Photo right: Having attended the Pivot 

Lunch, and captured after the Firsts had 

concluded, was a galaxy of stars from the 

1960s and 70s: Iain Ross (18 games 

1970, 18 games and Firsts Captain/Coach, 1976), Bruce Spiden (127 games 1974-83, Firsts Captain 
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1977, 1978, 1979, Firsts Most Consistent 1974, Firsts Best and Fairest 1976, 1979, 1980, VAFA E 

Section Best & Fairest 1978), Richard Hobday (also 127 games, 1969-1978, Captain Reserves 1972), 

Phil Marendaz (66 games 1969-1973, nice bloke), Rod Fraser (126 games 1968-1977, Best Clubman 

1975), Lyn Bullen (16 games, 1971, Firsts Best and Fairest 1971), and (front) Richard Whalley (78 

games 1968-1972;  Runner-Up to Firsts Best and Fairest, 1968, 1970). 

-------------------------- 

12 August.  Pivot Lunch and 1956 and 1966 Premiership teams re-unions. 

The second Pivot Lunch of the year 

scheduled for 15 July has been dispensed 

with, but that of 12 August is well and truly a 

goer, being also promoted as a reunion for 

members of the three premiership teams of 

1956 and 1966. A letter from the OGFC 

President and invitations have recently been 

sent out to many of the personel connected 

with those sides, but the event is certainly not 

limited to such people: we would hate to let 

our regulars down.  A general invitation is 

enclosed with this Newsletter. 

 
The Club’s Corporate Golf Day at Barwon Heads on Friday 4 August is close to full. As at 1 July we 

have just three teams (of four people) unsold: it would be terrific to fill those remaining team places, and 

all it would take would be a phone call to Graeme Goldsworthy on 0411 147337 or Sandy Hunter on 

0418 324851. We have been presented with a wonderful array of spot prizes, achievement prices (closest 

to the pin, furthest from the pin, etc., etc.,) to be presented on the day, and a list of the donors will appear 

on the Club’s website in due course.  

 

Club Matters 
Captains & Co.: Although the details have been on the web for some weeks, we congratulate our Firsts 

leadership group of 2006 on their appointment at the start of the season. Steve Lansdell is Captain of the 

Firsts, Vice-Captain is Nick Casboult, and Deputy Vice-Captains are Martin White, Ed Bayles and 

Jimi  Paul. 

 

Milestones:  
We also acknowledge a number of fine contributors to the Club have reached milestones in the first half 

of the season: they are Al Munro, Tom Fallaw, Charles Atkins and Cameron 

Teague who all played their 50th in quick succession, and Lachie Stevens (right) 

who notched up his 100th early in the piece. And by 

the time this Newsletter hits your letterbox, First’s 

Captain Steve Lansdell (left) will have played his 

100th game, in Round 10. 

 

Changes: As reported in the first Printed 

Newsletter, the proposed renovations and 

improvements to the downstairs pavilion at Como 

have been put back by the Council for another 12 

months. We do understand, however, that Como 

Park is going to completely resurfaced and top-

dressed at the end of the current football season. 

Which is slightly ironic as at the moment the round 

actually looks to be in best condition for many years. 
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Netball - from Jo Manifold 
“The ‘Ogetts’ have just finished their first season with the Prahran Netball Association, fielding three 

teams. We have all thoroughly enjoyed the competition, catching up 

with new and old 

friends and keeping 

active. Unfortunately 

none of our teams made 

it to the finals this time, 

but we are hoping for 

better performances 

next season, starting 4th 

July. We have been 

fortunate enough to be 

coached by Claire 

Chiarizia who has been 

a great help to all involved. Training has also started and is starting to 

pay off with a few wins on the board by all teams in the latter part of 

the season. (Finding a training venue before that had proved difficult.) Old Geelong Navy, in B1 

Division, have done particularly well, narrowly missing out on the finals.  

 

This next season we are lucky enough to have two more teams join the Club. For all updates on scores 

and ladders have a look at the Prahran Netball Association website- www.prahrannetball.com.au”. 
 

Social 
Up and coming events from the Social Committee are: 

 

Sat 29th July - 1966 Timbertop reunion at Como pavilion 11.30am to 2pm.  Please contact Andrew 

Ramsay for details aramsay@sandhurst.com. (Not really an OGFC function, but hopefully one that 

might as a sideline increase interest in the Club.) 

 

Sat 5th August - 2006 OGS Players’ Ball.  Trust Bar, Cnr Market Street & Flinders Lane. $80 pp.  

Featuring band, DJ, includes drinks, sponsors, etc., etc.  Contact Social Committee or visit 

www.oldgeelong.com.au for tickets and details. (Details subject to finalisation.) 

 

Sat 12th August - Pivot Club lunch.  Including a re-union and tribute to the premiership teams of 

1956 and 1966.  $50pp.  Bookings essential.  Please contact Michael Gretton-Watson, Jo Breadmore 

(overseas until late July), Peter Lemon, Tom Seymour or Lachie Stevens to book a table or seat. (See 

enclosed invitation.) 

 

Sun 17th  September - Season cut-out party at Como park.  Informal barbeque on the day after the D1 

grand-finals. 

 

Fri 22nd September - Presentation Night.  Best and Fairest presentations and related awards for OG 

Football and Netball clubs.  Black-tie event.  Venue and details TBC.  Bookings essential.  Monitor 

www.oldgeeloong.com.au for further details. 

 

13th October - OGS Football Trip to Perth.  Please contact Alistair Munro or visit the club website. 

 

Subscriptions.   

Response from our non-playing members to the subscription notice sent with the first Newsletter has 

been pleasing, and we really thank those who paid promptly and those who also made some generous 

donations. For those who might have overlooked sending your subs, a further form is enclosed. 

 
Colour photos this edition:  Peter Lemon   Black & White: not known 

 

http://www.prahrannetball.com.au/
mailto:aramsay@sandhurst.com
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