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1) There are no apologies for the elapse in time since the previous edition; the Editor was in Kenya
for nearly three weeks in - -

August taking some
extremely good wildlife
photos (and deleting those
that weren't).

The home-and-away season
finished on 22 August, with
the Firsts ending the year in
8" place, the Reservesin 5™,
and the Under 19s (seen in
action right in their Semi-
Final last Saturday) on top
of their ladder, with 16 wins
from 18.

The Firsts, in a season
marred by an extraordinary number of injuries on top of a string of retirements at the end of last
year, managed just five wins for the year in the higher section, but in doing so have held their place
in C Section in 2010.

(That would not have been enough to hold a place in the section 40 years ago — we note that, also in
C Section in 1969, Old Geelong won seven games for that season and with percentage in the 90s
were still relegated. OGS then needed to win the last game of the year —which they did against Old
Melburnians — and relied on another team to lose. But the team relied on (and expected) to lose
managed a draw!

2) On the subject of Season 1969 above,
the Firsts Captain of the following year,

- - | Michael Forwood (in action and clearly
: kicking too fast for the then-current technology,

left), made a brief visit to Como Park
during the Reserves game a couple of
weeks ago in Round 16.

Mick lives in Adelaide, but was over in
Melbourne for the weekend and was out
for acycle on the YarraBike Track when
he popped across to see if there was
anyone there at Como Park whom he
knew. (Result was a case of quality
rather than quantity - Ed.) Back home he
operat&e Michael Forwood Consulting Pty Ltd, Health Planning and Management Consultants.
(Perhaps we should have got him to have a look at the downstairs rooms at Como.) He played 49
games for the Club from 1967 to 1970, and was also Best First-Y ear Player in 1967.




3) On a bright note we can report that our Under 19 side won their Second Semi-Final in fairly
encouraging fashion last Saturday 29 August to go into the Grand Final in mid-September. This
event is currently showing on the VAFA website as Sunday (repeat, Sunday) 13 September at the
Coburg City Oval,
Russell Street
Coburg, Melways
29 J1. (However,
there have been a
number of changes
in recent weeks to
finals venues and
dates, and we
suggest that you
keep an eye on the
Club website in
case there are any
more.)

Quite obviously the Club and the team would appreciate as much support as possible on the day: the
“Unders’ have had a great season, but have often played in front of the sparsest of crowds, and
whilst last Saturday was better, there is still plenty of room for improvement. (Perhaps for those
past players, some-time Pivot Members and general supporters who didn’'t quite get round to
sending us a subscription this year, and at the risk of putting you off, we should mention that there
is an entrance fee of $10 for adultsto VAFA finals matches!)

4) Some of you who attended matches at Como in the last part of the season will have noticed
substantial excavation works going on in the off-field areas near the eastern end of the park, close
to Williams Road. (Might explain why the Firsts fell in a hole in the last three rounds.) We
understand that large underground water tanks with a capacity of close to 400,000 litres are being
installed to aid in the future watering of the Como Park area.

5). We're not sure if (m)any of you would have seen theitem under “10 YEARS AGO - 1999” in
last Saturday’s edition of The Amateur Footballer magazine. It kicked off with:

“0Old Geelong ran away with the C Section first semi-final and following their 5.9 to Assumption
Ivanhoe’s 1.2 in the first quarter were never troubled. Over 10 goals up at three-quarter time, OG
went into cruise control in the last and won 17.20 to 8.17. Best players: James Taylor, Stuart
Higgins, James Wilson (6 goals), Matt Fisher, Lucas Wilson, Will Paul........ Old Geelong’s day
was complete astheir reserves also won 13.6 t0 5.7”

6) The aforementioned Matt Fisher (Runner Up to Firsts' Best & Fairest in that year) apparently
il plays a pretty mean game of golf, as we' ve received reports that he had a compr ehensive win
on the golf course against the Pivot Club President Lachie Stevens (himself Firsts OGS Best &
Fairest the following year) just a couple of weeks ago.

7) And we can report that that another former player, Sam Cole (80 games 1996, 2001-2004) is
getting married in early October.... We actually don’t know the lucky lady’s name, but we have
received an anonymous email through the Telstra organisation advising that the Bridal Party is of
the very highest quality.




8) On a related subject, congratulations are extended to
another past player Ashley Salter (63 games in the 1990s)
who was married on Kastelirizo Greek Island (the spell-
check didn’t like that) last July 11", to Christine Bracher.
(See photo right; we can only assume that the steps were rather
cleaner than those to the front of the Como Park Pavilion.)

Possibly providing a financial boost for Olympic Airlines, a
number of former OGS players were in attendance,
including Ashley’s
brother Dan (a
former captain of
the Firsts), the
aforesaid Sam
Cole, George
Leishman  (who
was a member of
the 2005 Reserves
Premiership team),

Simon O'Brien (a
member of the
2005 and 2007 Reserves Premiership teams and who works
for Telstra), Guyon Collins, and Tom Seymour (at the
After-party).

(George and Simon are photographed above, and in Simon’s
case opposite, at the very height, pinnacle and zenith of their
football careers back around 2005.

9) Anyone for cricket? Previously mentioned Pivot Club
President Lachie Stevens has sent us the following note,
following his smashing on the golf course, which may be of
interest:

“During the 09/10 off season the OGs will be for the first
time fielding a cricket team, in the MCC Club Xi
competition. The teamwill play against other old boys from
APSAGS schools with 4-5 home games to be played at the
GGS main, along with a few home games at Fawkiner Park, with the balance largely being on
Melbourne School grounds. Expressions of interest to play (all ages and abilities welcome) can be
forwarded to Lachie Stevens (lachie@ achstocktrading.com). Round one is on October the 17" vs.
Old Scotch at Falkiner Park. The last round of the season will be on the 14™ February against Old
Melbournians at Todd Road. There are 14 rounds in the season and the “ harvest/Christmas’
break is from 20 December to 15" Jan. No games on the Derby or Australia Day weekends. The
competition has a strong social flavour to it and is very open to players who only feel like playing a
few games or a lot of games. Follow www.oldgeelong.com.au for future devel opments.”




10) Some umpires have been around VAFA
football for quite a long time: the
comparatively older of the two umpires in
last Saturday’s Under 19s game, Michael
Forde (seen desperately trying to keep up
with the blistering pace of David
Andrews?) can remember attending
university at Monash with OGS' past player
Len Carlton (30 games in the late 1980s),
and some years later umpiring Len when
OGS played Old Essendon at Essendon back
in 1987 or 1988! (See also Past Player
Notes from April 2009, Edition 1 on the
Club Website. — Ed.)

11) We would really like to thank past
players from the 19605/1970s Trevor King

and Mick Gretton-Watson for the

tremendous work which they have done time-keeping for Firsts aimost every week, and also on a

number of occasions for the Reserves.
In a club that still struggles desperately
and endlessly to get people to help out
with match-day tasks, their contribution
has been wonderful. (Photographed |ast
Saturday at the Under 195 final, they
had the afternoon off, with current Firsts
player Henry Legoe kindly doing to
time-keeping job.)

12) The Club's Awards &
Presentation Night (for both the
Football and the Netball Clubs) will be

held at the upstairs rooms at the Como Pavilion on the evening of Friday 18 September. In
addition to current players, we strongly encourage past players, parents, partners, friends, sponsors
to attend. We have received the following summary from the Club’s Social Secretary, Hugo

Brettingham-Hyphen-Moore:  “Venue: Como
Park Pavilion. Date: September 18, 2009. Time:
7pm until 10pm. Cost: Dinner $10, drinks at bar
prices. All players, supporters, sponsors, family
and friends are invited.”

13) There should be a number of photos from last
Saturday’s U19 semi-final on the Club Website
during the week, but we're not sure how many of
you check the site, so we'll finish with afew shots
from the day. (We understand that that mark of
Will Quayle was captured on video by Steve
Hope-Johnstone; for that you will have to check
the site for that later in the week.)



Under 19 Second Semi-final

Old Gedong 4.2 125 14.7 18.15 d Therry Penola3.4 3.6 6.10 9.11

Goal Kickers: Stacey Kent 4, Callum Wood 4, Ben Skelton 3, Scott Nieward 2, Al Price 2, Angus Macdonald,
Rob Officer, Sam Studd.

Best Players: Callum Wood, Patrick St. John, John Forbes, Julian Foster, John Forster, Nick O’ Hare.




These are occasional notes compiled by Peter Lemon for the Club website, www.oldgeel ong.com.au

If you have anything to contribute, he can be contacted on peter @per egrineadventures.com

Photos by Peter Lemon except for that of Ashley and Christine Salter which was generously provided by
Smon O’ Brien, who works for Telstra.



