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Lemon’s Lines – an intermittent production of divergent and often totally haphazard, 

incoherent and unrelated themes somewhat connected to the Old Geelong Football Club, 

with occasional historical snippets thrown in, compiled by Peter Lemon   2021 Edition 1   26 /3/21 

Training in January (2021!) 

In This Edition 

The Current Situation 

The Coming, no, Recently-Conducted, Camp 

The Possibly-still-coming Practice matches (or should we just wish readers a Happy Christmas  

for 2021?) 

The Expected Season 

Vale Peter Hudson and Roddy Fraser 

OGFC Sponsor Emma & Tom’s gets more Invaluable Publicity 

Looking back: One-hundred-game player – well actually 200-game – as his niece joins the 

OGSW. Maybe. Possibly. 

Improvements (Non-Structural) at Como  

Communications Received 

Did George pay for that Haircut? 

Tales of the Paranormal: Great co-incidences: (a) Queen’s Park, and (b) VH-OGG 

The End of an Era as The Amateur Footballer magazine goes digital only 
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The Current Situation 

In an ideal world I would have produced one if not two editions of this publication by now in 

2021, but it is not an ideal world. 

* At least the start of year 2021 has been almost entirely 

devoid of our seeing and hearing and reading on multiple 

media platforms former OGFC player and longest-serving 

Firsts Captain Steve Lansdell, which is the opposite to the 

start of 2020. Then Steve, as the Environment Protection 

Authority’s State Agency Commander, seemed to be 

endlessly here, there and everywhere discussing the air quality of most of Victoria.  

We have no idea how Steve has been spending his time this year, but our coolest (and perhaps 

wettest) summer and early Autumn for almost 40 years has helped on that front and has 

pushed him back into a state of obscurity. 

Training started in late January in clean air with a couple of sessions at Gosch’s Paddock before 

we moved back to Como and, apart from the five-day lock-up or lock-down, has continued 

there since. Numbers have gradually improved over February and more significantly leading 

into March, perhaps aided by the non-vegan part of the outdoor sausage-sizzle put on by the 

Club at the end of February.  
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There is now a reasonable expectation that the season will start on Saturday 10 April. At this 

stage it appears we have the Men’s Firsts and Reserves playing at Como on that day, but the 

“wheres” and “whens” for the other three sides remain uncertain. Which leads us seamlessly 

into Social. 

Social 

Trying to report on forthcoming social events, including such things as Pivot Lunches at Como, 

and whether there will be any event to mark the 15th and 30th anniversaries of the double 

premierships of 1990 and 2005 (some 16 and 31 years after those wins) is proving to be really 

hard.  

At this stage it is not even known if there can be Thursday evening dinners after training at 

Como.  

Please understand that in a club where volunteers could seldom be described as falling out of 

the woodwork, the additional pressures relating to Covid considerations are massive, and do 

bear with us. 
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On the subject of Covid, and perhaps for your reading pleasure, the assessment is yours, we 

insert the first part of one of the latest advices from the VICTORIAN AMATEUR FOOTBALL 

ASSOCIATION (The photos are not part of the VAFA document.) 

CONDITIONS OF PLAY IN A COVID-19 ENVIRONMENT 

The VAFA is absolutely committed to ensuring the 2021 VAFA season commences and that all registered 

players are provided with as many opportunities as possible to participate and compete. 

Additionally, conducting and scheduling matches in a safe, hygienic and controlled manner is paramount 

to the VAFA. At all times, the VAFA abides by the expert advice and direction provided to them by the 

Victorian State Government and AFL Victoria’s Return to Training and Games Protocols (available of the 

VAFA Portal) and expects clubs to do the same. 

The VAFA will be guided by the following conditions if/when confronted with the unique challenges of 

COVID-19 during the season. By producing these conditions, the VAFA is attempting to find the right 

balance between ensuring all matches continue to be played as well as guaranteeing that the integrity 

of the competition can still be protected. 

1. COVID-19 Positive Player 

In the event that a registered player(s) from a club has been 

directed to isolate / quarantine by the Department of Health and 

Human Services (DHHS) at any time during the 2021 VAFA season, 

the impacted club via their Club President or COVID Safety Officer 

shall immediately notify the VAFA of this ruling. Included in the 

notification must be written evidence from the DHHS that a player 

has been directed to isolate for a certain length of time. 

2. Commencement of Match 

If eight (8) or less registered player(s) who played in the same team 

in the previous match have all been directed to isolate / quarantine 

by the DHHS prior to the team’s next scheduled match(es) during 

the 2021 VAFA season, the Updated: March 2021upcoming 

scheduled match(es) involving that specific team will still proceed 

with four (4) points awarded to the winning team. 
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Background: Eight (8) players has been decided as the threshold in accordance with the principle of Rule 

5 of the Laws of Australian Football which allows a team (for those that play with an interchange of four 

players) to be able to participate in a match even if they were 

unable to find any replacement players to replace those directed 

to isolate. 

3A. Cancellation of Home and Away Match 

If nine (9) or more registered player(s) who played in the same 

team in the previous home and away match have all been 

directed to isolate / quarantine by the DHHS prior to the team’s 

next scheduled home and away match(es), the upcoming 

scheduled match(es) involving that specific team will be 

cancelled and deemed an incomplete match. In this instance, the 

ladder of that competition will revert to a match ratio calculation 

for the remainder of the season due to an uneven number of 

matches being played by the competing teams. 

 

==================================================================================================== 

The Camp 

This lay well in the future when I started writing these notes. It is now part of an increasingly 

distant past.  

It was in a shorter form than the previous few years when hosted by the gracious Grahams at 

Barwon Heads, because of the uncertainty which still persists when it comes to organising 

anything even a few days ahead. This year it was centred around just one day, Saturday 13 

March at Point Lonsdale, with practice drills and match practice on the Point Lonsdale Oval in 

the morning followed by provided lunch and then dinner in Queenscliff in the evening.  
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Afternoon drinks on the foreshore for parents, players and past players were cancelled some 

days prior when the weather forecast made it clear that afternoon downpours could be 

expected. At least it remained dry in the morning.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Indeed, even drinks under the pier at low tide were also cancelled for the same reason. 

Thank you to Jim Wright who provided the following report, and to Sarah Kirkwood for the 

photos: 

“With the uncertainties around COVID and the various challenges that are continually thrown 

up to the operation of the footy club, list numbers have been down on previous years; however, 

it was encouraging to see close to 80 players across the Club partake across the two matches.  

The women began the day with a brief training session with skills 

and then they were into it. It was pleasing to see that the year 

off had not slowed down the constant improvement in game 

sense and skill level throughout the group. With umpires Al 

Ogilvie and Simon Bones being run off their feet with the fast 

ball movement it was players such as Laura Hallam, Brooke 

McKay, Caz Edwards, Lucy Rourke and Allison Youlten who 

showcased the talent within the Ogettes for 2021. A lovely 

snapped goal from Sophie Batten right on the final siren capped 

what was a great hit out, leaving Senior Coach David Cooper 

with many selection headaches ahead of the first practice 

match.”  

The President, having been, or about to be, run off his feet.  

“It was then time for the men to take the field. Nathen Brown split the squad into three teams 

of 18 with one rotating off the ground for the game consisting of six quarters. From an 

observer’s point of view, it was very encouraging to see Browny’s game plan being enacted by 

the players. The men will play a very distinctive brand of football which will be recognised and 

enjoyed by our supporters this year.  
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Standout players were Sam Hooper, a new recruit from Old Melbournians. Sam’s strength and 

ability to cover the ground will be a weapon for the OGs in the midfield for 2021. Will Horsfall 

and Jack Sheridan shone in the backline and midfield with Jack taking several contested marks 

to suggest he is close to being back to his best after the 2020 lay-off. Perhaps the surprise 

packet of the day was Liam Higgins who bagged five goals. Liam has worked very hard on his 

fitness and is shaping as a player with a lot of X-Factor heading into the season. The Loone 

Brothers showed again why they will be prominent players for the Hoops in 2021, working up 

and down the wing; young gun Toby Lever was very busy throughout the day whilst Jacob Jess 

showed that he will be vying for senior selection in 2021.  

 With the weather closing in, lunch was provided for the players with rolls and lunch packs 

from the local Rolling Pin Bakery with fruit supplied across the day. The players gathered for 

dinner on the Saturday night with another successful OGFC camp completed. Thanks go to Bill 

and Jane Sloss for providing the fruit for the players, Sarah Kirkwood for organising the lunch, 

Sophy Nolan from Optimus Health and our umpires for the day, Alistair Ogilvie and Simon 

Bones.”  

==================================================================================================== 

We received a couple of nice emails afterwards. Unless you are new to the Club, no prizes for 

guessing from whom. 

“Both Cath and I are so happy for the boys and girls - they are all so rapt to be back on the 

ground (even if Rupert had forgotten how to duck!  The drinks in Queenscliff was the happiest 

night - they really are such a lovely bunch of kids. 

Exactly one year after the splendid 2020 Season Launch at Harlow last year and subsequent 

hole we all fell into, the “young” were again together at Beerhouse at Queenscliff after their 

Camp weekend.” 

      ======= 

“Simon and I joined some committee members, coaches and Jane and Bill Sloss for a very 

happy evening catching up with all the OGFC players, meeting new players and generally 

having a good laugh.  The Season looks set for a great year ahead, if the enthusiasm that 

evening is anything to go by. 

We would love to see more parents and friends join us this year to support all these wonderful 

young people - come and join in the wonderful atmosphere.” 
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Practice Matches 

Here too the first ones were in the future – even more so – when these notes were started,  

only to have also become history. Sunday games on 21 March, for the men at Haileybury, and 

the women against Kew at La Trobe Uni were marked and perhaps marred by near-constant 

rain. 

The writer - wimp that he is - decided to stay home and concentrate on these notes, in the 

hope that they come out before next Saturday’s matches in Geelong. 

Saturday 27 March 

There will be a number of matches against the Geelong Amateurs at Queens Park, Belmont. 

Probably three games: one girls’ (11am) and two men’s (1pm and 3pm). For other 

arrangements closer to the time, hopefully the Club will be emailing the database on Friday, 

because in the time it has taken to write this paragraph things have probably changed. Like, 

the Under 23s now having an intra-club practice match at Gosch’s Paddock, such are our 

numbers, at – wait for it, and take a deep breath – 7.30am. 

(And, in case you have ever lost hours and hours of sleep wondering about the history of 

Queen’s Park, see later item entitled Tales of the Paranormal.)  

The Season Proper 

The bottom line is that fixtures appear likely to be subject to change at short notice and we 

do ask non-players to keep a close eye on the Club’s website. 

The Men’s Player WhatsAp Group 

This is to assist with intra-club player communications, but membership is totally voluntary. 

(The girls have theirs totally under control.) If you (as a men’s player) want to join, please 

contact Scott Dixon, Will Sloss, Rupert Kemp or James Wright, but if you don’t know any of 

them, then email me - Lemon - and I’ll pass your details on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        Goal Umpire Peter Winter and assistant. Como Park. Mid 1970s 
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Offsetting carbon emissions from the Training and Pavilion Lights, Heating, 

Refrigeration and Cooking at Como  

Last year, not long before everything hit the fan in March, a 

supporter of the Club donated an amount of $880, 

calculated at $22 per tonne multiplied by 40 tonnes, to 

Greenfleet Australia to pay for the projected costs of 

offsetting carbon emissions by the Club as above.  

Subsequently of course we emitted almost, completely, 

utterly and absolutely nothing, but the training lights were 

used each night for many months to allow local residents to 

get their permitted hour’s exercise.  

So at least we did some general good there. 

The same thing has been done again this year, and we can only 

hope that it will be the costs of OGFC emissions which are being 

offset this time round. 

The new lights were installed late in season 2019. 

The offsetting of carbon emissions should not be confused with 

those normal charges of the electricity provider which will still 

be payable by the Club. Which is one of the reasons we have to 

ask players to pay subscriptions, and others to take out 

memberships. Other costs include ground rental, coaching fees 

(“massive”, but as Paul O’Connell says, “worth every cent”), physio and trainers’ costs, 

medical equipment including about 50,000 kilometres of tape, footballs and other related 

costs, VAFA affiliation fees and much, much more.  

(Perhaps as our next highly public-spirited 

gesture to the local community, someone 

could fund the cost of installing metal 

hand-rails all the way up the hill-path at 

Como. 

Because for some of us, those rails 

currently on the bottom three sets of 

steps only (as in photo left) are just no longer 

enough. - Ed. Just ask Nathan Brown who 

was nearly hit by a falling lemon on the 

upper slopes a week or so ago when leaving training.) 
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Incoming Correspondence (a small section, likely to be even smaller in the next edition) 

Following publication of December’s Lemon’s Lines, of long ago and far away. 

* “December 2020 Lemon’s Lines - must be near your ‘Best Ever’- deserves OGFC ‘AO’ ” 

* “Pete - well done. Hope OGFC footballers put similar effort into Season 21!  Go Oggers & 

Oggettes!”   

* From Max Moffatt  “Just wanted to say thank 

you very much for the write-up in Lemon's Lines. 

Dad and I got a big thrill seeing our names in the 

OGS’ news! Also, we were impressed you found 

the old photo of him, brought back memories.”  

There’s another one of him, Max. Marked as 

1979.  

Possible title for Doctoral Thesis: Does anyone 

still provide oranges any more, and did they ever 

make the slightest difference?  

* “Brilliant work with the latest Newsletter again Peter.” Stuart and Robbie 

================================================================================================== 

Another thing to have disappeared has been the ground-sheet for use at three-quarter time 

by players. An encumbrance of great weight and little value. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1968 at Old Brighton 
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Gone Before 

The Club is deeply saddened to report the passing of two of its former players, Peter Hudson 

not long before Christmas, and Rod Fraser just recently. 

“Huddo” played 63 games for the Club 

from 1963 to 1968 and, third person 

from left, was a member of the 

Reserves Premiership side of 1966. 

Perhaps fortunately, the photo was 

not in colour, because the light blue 

jumpers of the day were often a 

shambles. 

 

 

Photographer not known 

 

 

 

In more sartorial attire, at a Past 

Players’ Day in the 1980s. With 

Marshall Baillieu, Jim Perry and John 

Landy 

 

 

 

And with Club Legend Michael Gretton-

Watson at GGS in 2018 when the Club 

played Therry. 

(Gretto lives in Point Lonsdale these days, 

and when going for a walk on Saturday 

morning 13 March came across a large 

group of people from the Old Geelong 

Football Club at the local oval. Apparently 

thought about walking home and changing 

into some gear, running back and then 

joining in.  But on looking at the weather 

radar decided to wait until next year.) 
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The email sent out last week with details of the practice matches to be played on 21 Match 

also made mention of the passing of Rod Fraser (AM) at the beginning of the month. 

Rod played 126 games with the Club 

from 1968 to 1977 and served on the 

committee as Secretary for three years in 

the mid-1970s. (The photo opposite was 

taken at Como in 1969; photographer 

unknown. Tony Coleman?) 

Rod also received the Best Clubman 

Award in 1975.   

We pass on our deepest sympathies to 

Sandy (Rod's wife), Michael (Rod's 

brother, who is also a former player, a 

past president of the OGFC, and founder 

of the OGFC Pivot Club) and the extended 

family. 

We think that is Rod in the white hat, middle row, at a summer barbeque, probably in 1974.  

(Current players Jack and Sam Anderson’s uncle Steve, second from the right at the front.) 

Rod continued to attend Pivot Lunches from time to time at Como, and we have been trying 

- in vain - to find a photo in which he appears from just a few years ago.  

When it emerges from the depths of the world’s worst filing system, as it surely will one day, 

we will put it in a subsequent edition of these notes. 

Whilst it is vaguely possible that the AM was the result of his career with the Old Geelong 

Football Club, it is way more likely it was related to his subsequent headmastership of Ivanhoe 

Grammar School for a period of around 20 years. 
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Boosting our Supporters and Sponsors (by Design or Accident) 

By Design: last year in these notes in February we gave what was undoubtedly great publicity 

to Club sponsors Emma & Tom’s with an article promoting their work with Foodbank Victoria, 

a bit of which read: 

(1) Emma & Tom’s and Foodbank  

EMMA AND TOM’S LIFE JUICES, MILK, SNACKS AND ENERGY BARS 

Emma & Tom’s have been a long-term sponsor and supporter (like, at least 12 years) of the 

Old Geelong Football Club. 

Over the years they have provided gainful employment for a number of players and others 

connected with the Club, including such luminaries as John Simson, Winx Simson, Ed Long, 

Aidan Long, Matt Bird, Harry Morrison (in Sydney), Will Sloss, Matt Goldsworthy, Charlie 

Atkins, Jono Pearce. (I am sure there are others, but the memory fades and falters.) 

We were interested to note the following appearing recently on the website of Foodbank 

Victoria, featuring Emma herself along with a number of Foodbank Staff. Part of the website 

item is as follows: 

New partnership helps Foodbank look after others 

Here at Foodbank Victoria, we are proud to announce that Emma & Tom’s has joined the 

fight against hunger! To celebrate the launch of their new Look After Others water, Emma & 

Tom’s will offer a percentage of every bottle sold in the new range to Foodbank Victoria. 

Emma Welsh, co-founder of Emma & Tom’s, visited our Yarraville warehouse to showcase the 

new Look After Yourself bottle design which features the Foodbank logo. 

“We are excited to launch a product that is dedicated to supporting the important work by 

Foodbank Victoria,’ said Welsh. 

“We have always believed that part of being in business is to give back to our community. 

With stockists Australia wide, we are inspiring our dedicated customers to help raise 

awareness and join the fight against hunger on a national scale,” Welsh continued. 

 

 

https://emmaandtom.com/
https://www.foodbank.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/fbv-emma-and-toms-image-10.jpg
https://www.foodbank.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/fbv-emma-and-toms-image-11.jpg
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And (totally by accident, on 26 December 2020)   I sent this to Emma 

“My nephew Geoff Lemon is a cricket journalist/commentator for a number 

of different organisations, and is today doing ball-by-ball written 

commentary for The Guardian. 

Emma, you might be interested in the bit he did by way of a preamble on 

the way to the MCG this morning. 

“From Geoff Lemon 

Merry Boxing Day! I hope that you had a wonderful Boxing Day Eve, or for those of you in 

time-zones where it is still Boxing Day Eve, enjoy. For those of you who find this time of the 

year more difficult than merry, I’ll wish you steadfastness and peace. 

The good news from Melbourne is that despite a year that almost all of us would gladly 

scrub from memory, there is a Test match happening in this town that seemed impossible 

only a few weeks ago. Now it’s here, and what’s more it’s happening on a clear sunny day 

under a blue sky. The thermometer is climbing up towards 30 after a cool day on the 25th 

and a wintry couple of days leading up to it. Who can predict Melbourne, but who can resist 

when Melbourne smiles? 

I’m on the train into Jolimont, where the mighty MCG rears from the parklands like some 

crashed spacecraft. The attendance is restricted to one-third capacity at the G but the train 

is filling up as we pass station after station. People are ready. Shorts are on. The tough off-

duty tradies at the outer suburban stations now drink Emma & Tom’s smoothies rather than 

half-litres of energy drink, you may be interested to know. It’s a different feeling in 2020. 

Ready for it? I’ve been ready all year.” 

Priceless publicity, we would have thought.  We have put in a Freedom of Information request 

to see if the sales of Emma & Tom’s Smoothies have gone through the roof in the three or so 

months which have followed. But regardless and as always, we ask our readers and members 

to support our sponsors who support us. 

LIFE JUICES & SMOOTHIES  *  PROBIOTICS + PREBIOTICS  * LIFE JUICES & SMOOTHIES  * KOMBUCHA  

* SPARKLING JUICES  * FLAVOURED MILK  *  QUENCHERS & BREWED ICE TEA * LOOK AFTER OTHERS 

WATER  *  SUPERFOOD BALLS  *  FRUIT & NUT BARS  *  SUPER SEED BARS  *  VEGAN PROTEIN BARS 

================================================================================================== 

Improvements at Como:  New BBQ and Heat Lamps 

The Club will have a new and greatly improved Barbeque at Como this coming season, and 

also some exterior free-standing heating systems as well. Something else to offset, but well 

worth it. 
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Club Colours 

Referring to the comment on Page 10 about the club jumpers and colours, a couple of notes 

1954 (when the Club was founded) 

* Colours:  To be those of the Geelong 

League Football Club. “When we first 

formed the Club we intended to wear 

our light blue jumpers, but we would 

have had to wear another uniform 

when we played another team who had 

light blue uniforms…For this reason we 

decided to wear the Geelong Football 

Club colours which, with circular 

stripes, made us look a bit more formidable.”                                            Photo believed taken 1955 

1963 

* Debate occurred at a Committee Meeting 

of 17 July and it was decided (on a vote of 

6-4) to recommend to the next AGM that 

the Club should change its colours (Geelong 

VFL, as worn from the start in 1954) to the 

light blue jumpers of Geelong Grammar 

School. 

1977 

At the AGM pre-season the decision was made, almost unanimously, to change back to the 

Geelong VFL jumper. The GGS jumpers had been used since the early 1960s but were hard to 

get, often arrived late, tended to fade badly, in the opinion of a couple of larger players were 

too inclined to shrink, and no longer represented the general composition of the Club. (The 

Club having changed its name at the end of 1973 to recognise the significant input and 

membership of Old Geelong Collegians.) 

In more recent times the design and colours have been changed further a little, but retaining 

the hoops, presumably so we can continue to look that bit more formidable. 
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Shades of the Paranormal? Or perhaps just a couple of co-incidences 

(1) The Geelong Amateurs were/was a member club of the VAFA for 56 years until 1982. 

We mentioned earlier that a number of our teams 

will be playing practice-matches against the 

Ammos at Queen’s Park this coming Saturday 27 

March.  When I removed a couple of copies of The 

Amateur Footballer magazine from a filing cabinet for the 1957 photo on page 24 of these 

Lines, we immediately had the following very small paragraph leap out from the bottom left 

front page of the edition dated 4 May 1957: 

Official Opening of Geelong’s New Ground 

Geelong’s new ground at Queen’s Park, Newtown will be officially opened to-day. 

Representatives of the Newtown and Chilwell Council will be present at the opening 

ceremony, and a civic reception after the match will be attended by the Melbourne visitors. 

We wonder if there will be a civic reception for our players after the games next Saturday. 

(2) Of Boeing 767 VH-OGG 

Going back to 2012: 

The Under 19s twice played La Trobe Uni at La Trobe Uni that season. The first game was on 

a freezingly-cold, but totally-clear-and-still morning, as opposed to the second time we played 

there, which was a freezingly-cold, violently-windy, sleet-and-rain-filled morning under a ten-

tenths low and leaden cloud cover. The Editor attended both games to take photos, and on 

the first occasion was provided with additional photo opportunities because in certain 

conditions La Trobe lies straight under the flight path for aircraft on descent into Melbourne 

airport. 

After he had ignored a string of jet aircraft which had passed over the ground in the first half 

of the game, while he concentrated on earth-bound matters, Lemon finally snapped this 

QANTAS Boeing 767-300ER descending overhead during the third quarter. 

But only later noticed the registration 

of the aircraft. 

VH-OGG: the airliner was built in 1990 

and first registered in Australia in the 

same year. After a long career, the 

aircraft was removed from the 

Australian register and QANTAS 

ownership on 25 November, 2015. 

So, we were more than a trifle 

bemused to see the following item 

and stock photo to start a section of 



 

17 
 

Daily Southern & East African Tourism Update received on 4 March, 2021 and pertaining to 

a post-Covid situation: note the registration of the aircraft 

 

Qantas re-looks Joburg-Perth route 

Yesterday - by Sarah Robertson 

4 March, 2021    

We’ve not yet had the 

heart to email Sarah 

and tell her they’ve got 

the photo and aircraft 

wrong. 

==================================================================================================== 

From the Archives 

To save having to look endlessly through other folders, I will reproduce a few photos from the 
second time the Unders played La Trobe at La Trobe in 2012. (Had VH-OGG flown over as low 
as 100 metres that day it would not have been visible.) 

Our women playing their practice matches there last Sunday on 21 March 2021 will probably 
be able to relate to that as well. 

 

 

 

https://www.tourismupdate.co.za/author/sarah-robertson
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Not sure about the colour of those shorts, Bryce Yeo, away-game and all that; the Club could have 

been heavily fined, but we’re pretty safe now as the period in the Statute of Limitations will have well 

and truly expired.) 

==================================================================================================== 
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Did Charlie Pay for the Haircut? 

We don’t know if Charlie Crozier paid for this 

haircut (photo 27 January, 2021) but we can only 

think that if he did, he sure got his money’s 

worth. 

Forms of Communication 

We are pretty certain that few of our more 

mature-age past players access information 

from the Club’s Facebook page. And, indeed, 

that many new players don’t even know it exists.  

There is a survey in the course of preparation 

which we hope to send to all members (for 

whom we have accurate email addresses) in due 

course seeking feedback as to their preferred 

means of receiving club info and 

communications. 
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On the subject of paying for things 

Had either Spencer Wells or Victoria Wetherall been prepared to pay but a modest and 

reasonable fee, the photos below need not have gone onto the Club’s Facebook page 

following training on 17 March. Or indeed into this publication. We are always open to 

negotiation. 

  

Former 200-game player’s niece joins the OGSW (well, it nearly made a good story) 

The Club has 12 players who have played 

200 or more games over the years, 

including one Charles Richardson.  

Charlie played 204 games from 1983 to 

1996, mostly in the Reserves in his early 

years, with his highlights being Most 

Improved in 1986, Runner Up to Firsts 

Best & Fairest 1987, Member of Firsts 

Premiership team 1990, and he played 

his 200th in 1995.  

Photos Como 1990, and Sandringham, 

Grand Final day, same year. 
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We understand that his niece 

Caroline Bett has been down to 

training a couple of times this 

year (but never when I’ve been 

there, which is most nights).  

So that story remains on hold. 

 

 

 

As does another, featuring the grand-daughter of 

another famous OGFC past player and a former 

Firsts captain, Don Bradshaw of the 1970s.  

Said grand-daughter sought me out Wednesday 

night at training and introduced herself, saying she 

was just checking the Club out, was not sure if she 

would be playing, and didn’t want her name used. 

(It wasn’t Meghan.)  

So, if you never hear anything else in relation to this 

story, it can only be assumed that both the Club and 

I have failed miserably. 

 

Marrying Sarah 

We congratulate former player, Under 19s co-

Coach of 2015, subsequent runner, and now 

VAFA Football Operations Manager for the 

VAFA, Matt Collister on his impending 

marriage to “Sarah” (that narrows it down a 

bit) on 27th March. 

 

 

 

 

2018 
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Thank you to the South Yarra Cricket Club 

The SYCC has put up with a great deal of OGFC gear and paraphernalia stored in the pavilion 

during the cricket season, thereby saving OGS about $400 a month in off-site storage over 

that time.  Whilst I’ve had little connection with that Club for many years (memo: make sure 

to keep in contact with your former players, however terrible) I did go down to Como last 

Saturday to take photos of their A section semi-final by way of thanks. Thought I got some 

reasonable stuff. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                ------------------------------------- 

A regular column, but only when these lines are regular  

Did He Mark It?   2018 

We are not quite sure who “he” 

was, but we rather think the ball 

hit the deck. Or his face. 
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The Amateur Footballer Magazine………….Going, Going, and Partially Gone 

(Yes, this item did accompany last Friday’s 19 March practice-match email, but we wanted 

to get it all into the one main document.) 

The Victorian Amateur Footballer Association was founded in 1892 (so they tell me) and from 

at least 1920 a weekly magazine, The Amateur Footballer, was produced during the season 

for competing clubs. (With the exception of years 1941-1945 when all competition was 

suspended during the Second World War. Let us hope COVID is kinder. Or crushed.) 

Photo below, taken 1 March 2021, is of our current Reserves Coach/double Firsts Premiership 

player, four-time Firsts Best & Fairest, Colby O’Brien with a copy of the edition of 1 June, 

1957, presented to us a few years back by a premiership player of that latter year and era, 

and still an esteemed member, Bas Seymour.  

Bas Seymour (furthest right, with pie, and Garth Manton 

closest right, without pie) at match at GGS, 22 July, 2016) 

in 1957 the magazine was then an eight-page 

publication, of similar page-size to the Herald-Sun 

and The Age (and about as easy to handle in 

anything more than a gentle zephyr). We’ve 

checked inside to find that the previous Saturday, 

Old Geelong 12-21-93 (note the accuracy – it has long continued) had defeated Malvern 6-4.  

With Best Players being N. Rundle, Smallwood, 

Morrison (not Dougal), D. Stephens, Forsythe and 

Lee. Whilst Goal Kickers were Bennett 4, Smallwood 

3, Fenner, Rundle, Hesketh, Breadmore and D. 

Stephens. (Jo Breadmore and Derek Stephens also 

remain esteemed members of the Club to this day.) 

Fifty-nine years later: OGS’ inaccuracy goes up in 

lights. Scoreboard at Como, Round 18, 2016. Trialling 

for a possible new electronic scoreboard. Thanks to 

the enormous work of Jo Cantor and a wide range of 

donors, the current John Joyce Memorial Scoreboard arrived the following year. 
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1972        2006 

 

As time went on the magazine went through a number of changes in format and presentation. 

(In relation to 1972, this time Old Geelong had lost their game the previous Saturday, kicking 

a less-than-helpful score of 11-23-89.) 

Anyway, with so much more information coming online, and quickly, and now almost 

immediately, over the last few decades, it seemed the days of the printed copy were 

becoming increasingly numbered, and the axe has now fallen; the magazine will no longer be 

produced in hard copy. 

“The VAFA will continue to produce the Record in its familiar format but it will only be 

accessible via the VAFA website as a downloadable digital file.”  

It is important to note some clubs voted in favour of continuing the print production of the 

Record for home games and club functions. Given the importance of this to clubs and the 

historical significance of the Record to the Association, the VAFA will produce the record in a 

printable PDF format. This ensures that clubs can print the Record if they wish to do so.  

The digital Record will be uploaded to the Amateur Footballer ‘Hub’ on the VAFA website each 

week and distributed to the VAFA’s database every Thursday via email. Individuals will be able 

to download the digital version of the Record directly to their smartphone. 

What hasn’t changed?  

•        The design of the Record – clubs can expect the same service as per previous years with 

a digital Record full of team lists, match previews + all other relevant content.  
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•        The ability to print the Record – Because the record will be designed the same as previous 

years, it will ensure a seamless printing experience for clubs wishing to do so.  

Do I still need to submit team lists to the VAFA?  

•        Yes. Given the record will still be produced as a digital file and sent to the VAFA community 

each week, the VAFA will still require up-to-date team lists.   Editor’s comment to Simon 

Kemp, “What are the chances?”) 

=========================================================================== 

Further Editorial comment 

* Harking back to those times, clubs had to post (as in a letter box) a form with their match 

details “early enough on a Sunday” to ensure arrival at the VAFA by “First Post Monday”. Yes, 

repeat first post: in those days there were two postal deliveries a day on weekdays. These 

days, I get two a week.  

So, one of my greatest disappointments was the Saturday after I had kicked one of my three 

goals for Old Geelong (all in the 1970s, and all in the Reserves because we didn’t have a Thirds) 

was to grab a copy the next Saturday, and to thumb through in breathless expectation to the 

relevant page. And there it was for all to see:   

Old Geelong: Goal Kickers, Best Players: Not Received.  

(Had it been in vogue in those days I would have required counselling for months.) 

* There will of course be an advantage with the change this year – one (which nearly always 

meant “me”) will not have to drive down to Elsternwick Park from Caulfield every Friday to 

pick up Old Geelong’s copies during the season. It might only be about five kilometres by road, 

but Glenhuntly Road at lunchtime is about the same as Melbourne to Sydney by air. 

And just leading on to the launch of the new, electronic scoreboard on 13 May, 2017 
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The launch after the Reserves game. The match score had already been taken down, so I have 

no idea as to the accuracy in OGS’ score line. A little over four years later and I would only 

recognize about four people in that photo as being current players. 

 

As someone very adept at proof-reading and finding mistakes in other people’s works and publications 

(but far less so in his own), we should probably point out there is a hyphen missing between Gretton 

and Watson, and that there is a comma absent after Walker. 

We had a great association with Williams Batters as major sponsor from 2013 until 2019 when we 

welcomed new sponsors Abercromby’s and the sign has been changed to reflect this change.  

 

If anyone wishes to communicate with this publication, please email me on lemmododo@gmail.com 
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