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Lemon’s Lines – an intermittent production of divergent and often totally haphazard, 

incoherent and unrelated themes somewhat connected to the Old Geelong Football Club, 

with occasional historical snippets thrown in, compiled by Peter Lemon   2020 Edition 6   19/06/20 

 

In this Edition (in places a fiery one, and with some feedback from the last edition in purple) 

* Further Updates and Training Start 
 
* New VAFA alcohol policy postponed 
 
* “Shoot straight, you bastards.” (With reference to the last spoken words in the film Breaker 
Morant, 1980) 
 
* The Green, Green Grass of Como (possibly helped by the fertiliser) 
 
* Just seven more matches between them and they could have brought up 500 games. 
 
* Six-month-old Jack Wright catching up in the OGFC photos-race: 
dad James Wright rumoured to be livid. Indeed, as political 
correctness requires there days, outraged. 
 
* Of Plasma, but not much Sweat or Tears    * Banner Headlines 
 
* How we almost lost half the Club’s coaching staff. And more. 
 
* DVDs or USBs of Match videos of 1990 and 2005 Premierships  
 
* More 100-game players: Tony Blazey, Ian Brown, Charles Stanger, Brian Sprague, Tony 
Fenton 
 
* The Day the Coober Pedy Pub and Bottle Shop Burned Down 
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The Current Situation (1) 
 
<starts> “The VAFA Board met on 3 June 
to consider our position in relation to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the current state 
of community football in light of the EFNL 
and NFNFL decision to cancel their Senior 
Men’s and Women’s competitions.  
 
Unfortunately, there are still too many 
unanswered questions to enable the 
Board to make a safe decision about a 
Return to Play date. The Board has agreed 
to make a formal announcement in the 
week commencing 22nd June on whether a 2020 season will take place. 
 
There are still a number of matters which the Board need to be satisfied with before 
proceeding with a season, namely: 
 
*  Confirmation of RTP protocols   * Insurance costs and associated insurance coverage 
 
*  Confirmation of crowd numbers and safety protocols 

 
                                        6 June: OGS’ answer to The Large Hadron Collider (Google it if necessary) 

  
If by the week commencing 22nd June the Board is satisfied with the matters outlined above, 
we will aim to start the 2020 season on the weekend of July 25, 2020 – if given approval in 
line with Government restrictions. 
 
While we understand that some clubs have returned to training and are incurring costs, we 
are mindful of providing all VAFA Clubs with some certainty and a roadmap towards playing, 
should that eventuate. 
 
Please note with the cancellation of the EFNL and NFNFL seasons there may be an increase in 
players seeking a transfer into the VAFA. We are working with AFL Victoria to implement a 
permit system whereby players who wish to transfer into the VAFA will not be required to do 
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so. We are proposing that should a season proceed, they will simply complete a permit for 
the duration of the 2020 season, agreed to by both clubs and leagues, and then the player 
will be granted a permit to register and play VAFA football. 
 
We implore clubs to discuss with these players seeking entry into the VAFA that they wait 
until the system is implemented. We also ask that you hold off placing transfers into your 
respective clubs from either the EFNL or the NFNFL until further notice. 

 
 
The VAFA operates to provide football competitions for all eligible members and maintain a 
strong focus in doing so, while having the need to balance burden on volunteers, club and 
Association financial viability and the sustainability of all of our member clubs. Rest assured 
that the VAFA will explore every option available and balance the risks associated with an RTP 
before making a final decision. 
 
Please also note that the VAFA Board, back in March, finalized a new Alcohol Policy. Given 
the current environment and considering the extra work required by volunteers should a 
season proceed, it has been decided to place the roll-out of these changes on hold for the 
2020 season and implement the updated policy in season 2021.”  <Ends> 
 
(I don’t know what the New Alcohol Policy is, but the following appears in the Club’s Year 
History for 1958, 
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“The Property Steward was Blair 

Catanach (furthest left at back, 1974), 

whose responsibilities included, 

and we quote verbatim, “oranges, 

gum, sherry, groundsheet, 

sweaters, shorts, sox, trunks, stops, 

boots.”     

 

“Sherry! We do not know if a 

couple of swigs at three-quarter 

time contravened any rules or regulations of the day, international treaties or conventions, or 

could have been categorised as performance-enhancing substances, or even whether they 

helped or hindered.” 
==================================================================================================== 

 
Training Start 
 
It is unclear if the temperature gun was for the purposes of checking for hyperthermia (too 
much) or hypothermia (not enough). The long-awaited return to training, of sorts, on Monday 
1 June was met with conditions which could at best be described as obnoxious, with rain, a 
hint of hail, unpleasant wind and plenty of cold ushering in the start of winter.  
 

 
Captain Kath Dunn has her temperature checked.  “Shoot straight you bastard.”  

      {Photo: Simon Bones Photography)  
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A passing shower 

 

With so little use over the past few months, from a distance 

the ground looks to be in extraordinarily good and green and 

lush condition.  

 

But caution is still required, with the shovel needed in a 

number of places to fill in dog-holes on Saturday 6 June, and 

to remove even worse. 

 

Social distancing 

 

The risk of having had any more than ten players seeking to 

train that evening was not that high. 

 

And on the subject of the weather, by my estimates, of all 

the Saturdays which would have been played had the season 

started on 4 April, there would have been only about two 

without showers or rain.  

 
And the forecast for tomorrow, Saturday 20 June:                         
   
“Melbourne area: Rain.  Possible rainfall: 4 to 8 mm    Chance of any rain: 100%   

Cloudy. Very high (near 100%) chance of rain. The chance of a thunderstorm in the morning 

and afternoon. Winds northerly 15 to 25 km/h becoming light during the evening.” 

 

Perhaps we haven’t missed that much after all. 
 

Feedback: “So good to keep getting this for a read and a laugh; thanks Pete.” 

 

 

The current situation (2): about a week later 
 

<Starts> “VAFA clubs are now permitted to train in two groups of 20 on an oval at any given 

time (plus a coach and a reasonable number of people to support the activity). All players are 

to remain 1.5m apart and there must be sufficient distance between the two groups. The two 

groups must not mix. It is worth noting that clubs require a large playing oval to cater for the 

two groups of 20.  

 

Additionally, clubs that operate a canteen within their facility may re-open with limited dine-

in arrangements including only 20 patrons per enclosed space subject to the four-square metre 

rule.  

 

As you would be aware, Sport & Recreation Victoria have approved State Sporting 

Associations to update their guidelines to allow up to 2 groups of 20 participants per field to 

train at one time. Hopefully this change makes it easier for you to get all players through 

training each week, but we also realise that this will add to your COVID safety officer’s tasks 

to register 40 players at a time.  
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We know that everyone is keen to continue to increase levels of activity within their club and 

we will endeavour to make this as efficient as possible.  In the meantime, we request that clubs 

start informing council of your pavilion usage plans as soon as possible.” <Ends> 

 

Saturday June 13   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Training at Como - Women’s 9.00 to 10.15 and Men’s 10.30 to 11.45.  
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            “ I think it might be Nullarbor Couch Grass.” 

 
Recruiting made easy? 
 
In the past couple of weeks since training restarted it has been great to welcome a number 
of potential new players who have arrived on the scene because they live locally.  

 
They include Ethan Panizza, who played a couple of 
seasons with Claremont in the WAFL and is well 
known as an actor. 
 
 
 
Jon Anderson (who knows every sporting fact, 
personality, event and participant since snails first 
started racing each other across lettuce leaves) 
immediately, and without reference to any outside 
material, told me that Ethan’s father Darrell holds the 
record for the most games played for Claremont. 
 

                
 
Anthony Kimble is a basketballer of some renown 

both in his home country USA and in Australia, where 

his career has included time with the Geelong 

Supercats. 

 

With things on hold for the time being on the basketball 

front, he has trained with us a couple of times, and we 

reckon he could easily make the transition to Australian 

football if our season gets under way and his doesn’t.  

 

At 196 centimetres, perhaps a force to be reckoned with 

in the ruck. (What would you think of that, “Shorty” 

Sheridan?) 
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Plasma Power 

 
One of the early editions of these notes this year, in February, 
prior to lockdown (PLD), made reference to encouraging 
members to donate blood. It read, 
 
We’ve received the following from our Vice-Prez Sarah Kirkwood: 

“Pier and I are thinking of nominating a month, e.g. May, for as 

many OGFC members to donate blood as possible. We would put 

signs around the Clubhouse etc.  Perhaps best to wait until closer 

to the time to announce it through the Comms and Lemon’s Lines.  

“Thinking we could ask the Community/database to join in, if people donated blood, they 

could get their names published in Lemon’s Lines (indeed, surely, there could hardly be any 

greater incentive, motivation or honour. – Ed.) or another area in the weekly email (forget it 

– Ed.  I don’t write that). This is also a way of trying to connect the Club more with our 

database.” 

 
Unfortunately, this all became rather swamped and overtaken by developments in mid-
March and April and May, but we’re delighted to have received the following report just a 

few days ago in June from Simon “My-Plasma’s-
Worth-Bottling” Kemp (he’s the scruffy, unshaven, 
dare I say unkempt? one of the right): 

 
“Some News from the Front - despite the current 
feelings and Wuhan our members have heeded the 
call!  I'm thrilled to see so many plasma donations 
because that takes longer but is more valuable to 
the recipients.  OGS have saved 21 lives - that's 
impressive. 
 

“Can you put this in the newsletter with a reminder to call The Australian Red Cross Lifeblood 
Melbourne on 13 14 95 and download the Lifeblood App, coz it saves time.  The earlier you 
get there the faster it is. It takes me two hours “wo to go” for plasma. 367 Collins Street, Level 
1 is best place.  You will need ID with you. 
 
“Don't forget to tell them that you are from Old Geelong.  Joe Kemp tells me that amongst 
others Messrs Horsfall and Joe Griffiths have been in - I asked him to ask!” 
 

============ 

 

Feedback: “Great set of Lines, dearie - although if you think I was “iridescent” or 

“incandescent” with rage - I hope you don’t see me when I’m really serious!!!” 

 

OMG, Cathie, perhaps I shouldn’t have put that photo and especially the caption-comment in 

above. 
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They could have made 500 Games 
 
I don’t normally 
put poor shots 
into these 
notes, not that I 
take that many, 
but we live in 
strange times 
and I cast 
around to find 
some content.   
 
(My excuse, this 
time: prints in 
matte finish do 
not scan well.) 
 
 

 
The three people in this photo taken in November 1975 outside Weston’s Hut, Northeast Vic, 
after a descent from Mount Feathertop via the Diamantina Spur, were then-current players 
with the OGFC. Between them they went on to play a total of 493 games with the Club. 

 
 
(Weston’s Hut was burnt down in the 2007 Bush Fires 
but has subsequently been rebuilt.) 
 
https://khuts.org/index.php/the-huts/vic-huts/937-
westons-hut 
 
 
The players were: 

 
(1) Tony Brocksopp         
 
286 games, 1971–1993  
 
Club games-record holder 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

~ 10 ~ 
 

 

(2)  Steve Anderson 

furthest left, 101 

games, 1972–1981 

(and the uncle of 

current players Jack 

and Sam Anderson) 

 

(3) Graeme Dickson 

(centre), 106 games,  

1972-1982 

 
(The other bloke on the 

right is Alasdair 

MacGillivray who played 

a paltry 22 games.) 

 

Photo 1974 

 

 

Seven more games between you, gents (1), (2) and (3); are you up to it? 

 
======================================================================================== 

 

Banner Headline 
 

It’s been nice to be keeping in touch with one of our major sponsors, the Windsor Community 

Bank Branch of the Bendigo Bank. 

 

 
 

Club Treasurer Jim Legoe received the following email earlier in June from Paige Willis of 

the bank, who has been one of our major contacts there over the past few years: 
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“Hope you’ve been well during this crazy time – last time we spoke I was leaving WCB.... not 

anymore       Wanting to make a time over the next week with Simon Bones and yourself to 

see how we can support OGS this season given things are starting to happen again.  Can do this 

via zoom.” 

 

This meeting duly took place and during it Paige mentioned they had had a sponsorship banner 

made for us, which the Club soon picked up and duly and promptly put to use! (Prior page.) 

 

The Windsor Community Bank Branch of the Bendigo Bank offers a rebate to the Club for any 

loan taken out and we really enjoy the relationship we have. 

 

The following appeared in Lemon’s Lines, Edition 12 last year, published 21 June 2019: 

 

Check out the cheque from the Bendigo Bank  

The Windsor Community Branch of the Bendigo Bank is one of the Club’s major Melbourne 

sponsors and it was a great thrill last Saturday for the Club to receive a cheque for $2850 for 

referred business from 2019.                                                     

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paige Willis, our Senior Customer Relationship Manager and Charlotte Rendle-Short, the 

Windsor Community Bank's Secretary are photographed with OGFC President Jim Wright.  

             Photo: Jen Wright at The Geelong College 

====================== 

 
Feedback from a past player: “I don’t follow OGS’ social media, so it’s nice to get some updates 
on things past and present through your notes.” 
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Just in Case Jealousy is a Curse 
 

From the time when he first joined the 

Club in 2009, James Wright was never 

backward in wanting his photo taken. For 

Newsletters, Weekly WebNotes, for the 

Club Facebook page, for the Website and 

more. The complaints came thick and fast 

about my lack of coverage, compounded 

by the fact that I was still boundary 

umpiring a bit for the Reserves (gees, 

those were the days).  

 

So, after this shot right was taken at 

Como on Saturday 6 June 2020 of six-

month-old son Jack with mum Jen, I 

realised as I drove home that I could be in 

big, big trouble unless I could dig out some old photos to more than balance Junior’s publicly. 

 

 

< 2019 

 

          2012> 

with football 

& sticking 

his tongue 

out              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
< 2016 

 
Hopefully these will be enough to square 

the ledger. At least until Jack is 

photographed and gets into these Lines 

again, in his new OGFC beanie. Which we 

believe is in its final stage of being knitted 

by Gran.  
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We Might Have Lost Them (How’s the heart, gents?) 
 

If the result of last Saturday’s AFL match between Melbourne 

and Carlton had gone two points in the other direction 

(Melbourne won by one), we could have lost a number of 

important people in the OGFC hierarchy: 

 

OGFC Firsts’ Coach Nathan Brown  - former player for the 

Melbourne Football Club   146 games and a Life Member 

 

An OGFC Assistant Coach Jim Guest    - former connection 

Melbourne F.C. 

 

Jim Wright   - OGFC Director of Football.   Huge Demons 

fan (Another photo?  You have got to be kidding.  No way!!) 

 

OGFC Women’s Senior Coach David Cooper  -  Runner for the Melbourne Football Club 

 
======================================================================================= 

Club Videos 
He cannot be accused of rushing into things. The Club recently had an enquiry from 2005 

Reserves Premiership player Adam Higgins as to whether he could get a copy of the video of 

the game! Of course 2020 was going to mark the 15th and 30th anniversaries of the double 

Premierships of that year and of 1990. I suppose it still does, theoretically, but regrettably plans 

for a major event (The Great Hall of the National Gallery? Crown Palladium? The Great Palace 

of Versailles? a Pivot Lunch at Como? have been pulverised.) 

 

 

                                                                                    

Higgo, kneeling furthest left 

 

(Amazingly, all faces in view, although the child at the back might have suffered a broken jaw 

in ten places, courtesy David Taylor. Photo Andrew Ashton Photography.) 
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There are now plans afoot to establish an online portal whereby some of better videos from the 

Club’s history can be accessed and viewed. More details in the next edition. 
 

======================================================================================= 

 

Continuing the list of 100-game players  

 
But leading into it, from the U.K. Feedback:“…..the club seems to do a great job of 

acknowledging its history on the website and newsletters these days. Very impressive” 

 

A few editions ago we started doing a section in these notes (with photos where possible) of 

people who have played 100 games or more for the Club over the years. We continue with the 

third batch: 

 

Players reaching their 100th game during 1967 were:  

 

(1) Tony Blazey 

 

Member Firsts Premiership team, 1966 

 

Turnbull Trophy for Firsts Best & Fairest - 1967 

 

He played 121 games, 1960-1969. 

 

================================== 

              

(2) Ian Brown 

 

Best First Year Player - 1962 

 

Member Firsts Premiership side, 1966 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Furthest right Eltham Barbeque 1967. (Nowadays the vista behind is probably a supermarket 

car park.)    Ian played 114 games, 1961-69. 
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(3) Brian Sprague 

 

D.M. Bennett Trophy for Most Consistent - 1962. 

 

Member Firsts’ Premiership side of 1966, front 

middle, and named by the Club as its best player 

on the day and in the finals series. 

 

 

He played 104 games, 1960-1967. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(4) Charles Stanger  

 

Unfortunately, we do not seem to seem to have any photo of Charlie, and the only mention 

which we can find involving him, very remotely and obliquely, is a letter from the Club 

Treasurer to his parents in Ivanhoe in 1965. 

 

-- to Mr. and Mrs Stanger “thank you for allowing us the use of your home for the end-of-

season party……..extremely grateful for your kind gesture and we only hope that we didn’t 

cause any inconvenience to the neighbours.” 

 

He played 112 games from 1960 to 1968, and there does not appear to be any response on file 

either from Mr. and Mrs. Stanger, or, perhaps thankfully and more importantly, the neighbours. 

  

(5) Tony Fenton 

 

Member Reserves Premiership side 1966. He played 116 games, 1962 

–1970 

 

We note the following letter was sent by the Treasurer on 7 October 

1965 to Dr. F. Fenton (father of players Tony and Graeme),    

 

“Dear Dr Fenton, 

 

Tony has informed me that during a party held at your home earlier 

in the year one of the speakers connected to your record player was 

damaged considerably. 

 

I have spoken to Garth, and we both agree that it is the responsibility 

of the club to refund you for any expense you have incurred in having the damage repaired. 
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Please could you let me know what the cost of repairs were so I can send you a cheque on 

behalf of the Club.” 

 

The following reply was sent on 13 October, to the Honorary Treasurer, Mr. John McInnes 

from the Club doctor, Fred Fenton 

 

“Dear John,  

 

Many thanks for your letter concerning the record player. 

 

This rather delicate stereo set is the property of my son David. For obvious reasons it was 

considered unsuitable to use on the night of the party and David gave instructions for it to be 

shifted into the dining room and not used on the evening in question. Unfortunately (other sons) 

Tony and Graeme put the set into operation and some beer was spilt into one of the two 

speakers. This damaged the speaker beyond repair and it has since been replaced at the cost of 

14 pounds. I have kept right out of the matter and Tony has paid the cost of the replacement to 

David. The fault if any is the responsibility of Tony and Graeme, but if the club feels it should 

do something about the matter, they should take it up with Tony direct.” 

 

 

                      

Cause of the trouble?  Tony Fenton 

 

(Fourteen pounds in those days – about $385 today.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
====================================================================================== 

 

And nearing the finish: The Day the Pub Burnt Down 
 

I sometimes publish photos to end these notes which have absolutely no connection at all with 

the OGFC. Does that annoy you? Well if it does, tough luck, because if I didn’t do these notes, 

nobody else would.  Or could.  

 

When going through old photos from 1975 (see item on Page 9 about Weston’s Hut) I came 

across the next two from late the same year.  

 

Late November. Coober Pedy. Before the days of PPE, some of the locals showing complete 

disregard for their own safety, form a human chain to rescue the contents of the bottle shop. 



 

~ 17 ~ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Photos this edition: colour photos (unless otherwise attributed, and burnt remains of Weston’s Hut): Peter Lemon 

Black & White: mainly not known 

 

For any contributions to these notes, please email lemmododo@gmail.com. 

 

By the time the next set of these Lines come out, in two or so weeks, unless trying to prepare 

that next set kills me first, we will know if there is going to be a season.  

 

The Club will doubtless forward an email to the database much sooner than that. 

 

Stop Press, 11.04am: The Club received an (admittedly brief) mention in the Geelong 

Advertiser yesterday. More on that next edition (subject to comment two paras up.) 

mailto:lemmododo@gmail.com

