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Lemon’s Lines – an intermittent production of divergent and often totally haphazard and 

unrelated themes (even more so these days), somewhat connected to the Old Geelong 

Football Club, with occasional historical snippets thrown in, compiled by Peter Lemon        

                                                    2020 Edition 3           12/04/20 

 

Photo taken 7 September 2019. Men’s Reserves First Semi-final. Whilst Egyptologists are still working on 

deciphering the hieroglyphics on the wall behind, you couldn’t sit like that today. 

================================================================================== 

In this Edition 

The Last Training and the one practice match 

Keeping Connected 

Club Finances and thank you for the support 

Haircuts from Hell: After all these years, Taking the Pressure Off Hugh Brodie 

Occupational Health and Safety: Sir Isaac Newton 5, Simon Bones - Failed to Score 

Offsetting the next-to-non-existent lighting 

What’s in a name?      < >    Did he mark it?    < >    Defending the Colony of Victoria 

The publicity-shy Vicky Tan does it again. 

==================================================================================================== 

30 June 2018. Positively crowded in comparison 

with 4 April 2020. 

 

 

 

==================================================================================================== 
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Pre-season  

When I completed writing the previous edition of these notes on Thursday 12 March for 

publication the following day (it seems such a long time ago now), I mentioned that at training 

the previous evening on 11 March there had been a combined total of 110 players in 

attendance (plus coaches and support staff) at Como.  

But I was pretty certain even as I typed it that that would be the high-water mark for 2020. 

In my 55th pre-season at Como I had 

never seen such great numbers 

three-and-a-half weeks out from 

season start, perhaps ever, but then 

it all soon came to nothing. As of 

course it has for so many people and 

businesses and events and lives and 

livelihoods right around the world. 

        (Photo: 4 March) 

(Query for those with time on their hands: can you have a pre-season for a season which 

doesn’t take place?) 

==================================================================================================== 

Practice Match 

Saturday 14 March 2020: the OGFC one and only practice match and Season Launch (report 

with thanks to Cathie Kemp). 

(This practice hit-out was to have been played at Westbourne Grammar, but they reported a 

case of CV the day before. Instead the hit-out was held at Gosch’s Paddock.) 

MORNING 

“Simon and I hiked across open spaces at Gosch’s, past "super-

natural gigantic" Melbourne Storm players warming up, to enjoy 

a couple of quarters of THE CLUB (made up of thoroughbreds, 

lithe and lissom) having their practice match against each other… 

We were very encouraged to see so many good players showing 

a Summer of gym/training or pretence!  They were ably umpired 

into line by Micky Nichols (photo last year) who kept a strong 

hand on any possible wayward detours of play.  There was the 

usual competitive spirit on show, and some great camaraderie 

and humour. And a handful of stalwart supporters braving the 

inclement weather, including our new President exhibiting his 

characteristic enthusiasm for everything OGFC.  Coaches Nathan 

and Paul and Colby and Benny T all on deck - they were impressed too, lots of smiles and 

anticipation for a terrific season ahead.  Fingers crossed we get a full season to enjoy. 
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“The Oggettes 2020:  their first practice match was cancelled at the last minute so those 

intending to push through the iron curtain that is CV-19 met for a good session at Como - 

exhibiting their Summer of gym/training and intended pursuit of Silverware success again.  

EVENING 

“The Season Launch of THE CLUB:  The atmosphere was electric from start to finish.  If you 

ever wanted to be in a room with 70-80 young people - and the 7-8 oldies (being the 

indomitable Simon Bones & Chiz and Nathan, Coops and Sylvia, Sarah K and The Kemps), 

then you should have cancelled your plans last Saturday night and relished the atmosphere.  

There was much happiness, bravado, inter-mingling, lots of beautiful young people facing up 

to a future of no-season or part-season or full-season, all being in the lap of the gods - i.e. 

other people’s decisions.   

“Each and every person (new and ongoing) welcomed each other, the leading words of Scott 

(Dixon) and Kath (Dunn) and the enthusiasm and encouragement of Boner the President 

encouraged everyone to maintain a positive outlook.  (From another source: “Bones spoke 

very well.  Very passionate.”) 

“I know of two young men who enjoyed a very long night 

‘launching’ the 2020 Season, and I’m sure they were 

accompanied by many, many others.   

“Fingers crossed the season develops into something you 

can all get your teeth into.” 

(Cathie Kemp last year. I have received a letter from her 

solicitors reminding me that I owe her for 27 cups of hot 

chocolate from last season.) 

I was not able to attend either event to take photos as I 

had just got out of hospital after having a golf ball-sized cyst removed from the back and side 

of my knee. (Or was it a cyst-sized golf ball? I have long wondered where that last, horribly 

errant shot off the tee at the 17th finished up after ricocheting of a nearby tree.) 

================================================================================================= 

Unfortunately, not much to get anyone’s teeth into so 

far: 

A few days later the VAFA announced a delayed start to 

the season – to 2 May, and this has subsequently been 

put back to 30 May. (And quite frankly I think it will be 

put back further to at least the start of July. – Ed.)  

At the same time, the VAFA also prohibited clubs from 

training, and increasing restrictions over ensuing weeks 

have basically meant that people have had to train by 

themselves. 
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The following detail below of an afternoon run went onto the players’ WhatsApp Group – see 

next – a couple of weeks ago: 

(We are a little puzzled by some of the 

comings and goings, wiggles and 

squiggles around the top right-hand 

corner of the route. Perhaps magpie 

breeding and swooping season had 

lasted rather longer than usual.  

Or maybe it was just to get the 5ks up.) 

Keeping Connections (1) 

Both the boys’ and the girls’ playing 

groups have their own WhatsApp 

platforms, and we understand that 

these are being used extensively to 

maintain morale, contact and support. 

Whilst there are only two Committee 

persons on this app (Simon Bones and 

Jim Wright) I am being forwarded 

occasional items of interest. 

Keeping Connections (2) 

It is also important to keep connections with past players, parents, sponsors, general 

supporters, donors and more, and I shall attempt to continue producing these Lines on at 

least a fortnightly basis with some copy which is of relevance and interest to them. 

==================================================================================================== 

Offsetting the Lights 

Editions 1 and 2 of these notes made mention of offsetting the 

expected carbon emissions for the training and pavilion lights 

at Como for season 2020. An amount of $880 was duly 

contributed to Greenfleet Australia in mid-March by a club 

member, calculated at $22 per tonne multiplied by 40 tonnes.  

We actually then got in about four training nights from the 

lights before that was the end of training light usage and of our 

use of the pavilion. 

So, we are way ahead when it 

comes to offsetting in 2020. Even if 

we are offsetting the “street” 

lighting on the steps and path up 

(or down) the hill at Como, and on 
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the minor road into the pavilion from Williams Road, as all lighting/electricity use for the 

entire Como Park area is totalled as the one entity. (It would also be interesting to know if the 

upstairs fridges remain on after the cricketers vacated towards the end of March, and 

regardless, what might be in them, as we have no access to the pavilion.)  

==================================================================================================== 

Club Finances, Subscriptions and Memberships 

The subs notices (email and hard copy) went out to non-players just about the same time as 

when the CV decided to really explode, 

whilst the playing membership had been 

pushed to start paying theirs from a few 

weeks earlier. The Club of course had 

incurred operational expenses from last 

October including coaching, physios, new 

equipment, off-site storage for a mass of 

other equipment, communications etc., and 

we are very grateful to those people and 

bodies who have supported the Club in 

paying memberships, despite the likelihood 

of getting little in return in 2020. (Except for Lemon’s Lines, which may or may not be 

described as priceless.) 

The following is based on info provided by Treasurer Jimmy Legoe a few days ago 

1) Pivot Memberships – they seem to be flowing in nicely with everyone very supportive of 

the Club during these trying times.  To date we have 67 members including those below.  I am 

guessing there may be a few more subs letters posted back to my PO Box in Hawthorn, but 

am in Barwon Heads so can’t check obviously.  Summary of paid-up members as of early April: 
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• Coaching Payments – Simon Bones spoke to all coaches and they were very understanding 

of the pro-rata payments we put to them.  We actually got some very good emails in response 

re their understanding and how much enjoyment they are having with the players.  These 

pro-rata payments have now ALL been paid. 

• Player Subs – again the response from players re refunding those that had paid in full and 

our keeping the $100 deposit was very well received (even got some strong thank you emails 

from some of the players we were refunding).  All refunds have now been processed except 

for Mackenzie Fenton whom we’ve tried contacting a few times.  There are still some players 

that are yet to pay the $100 deposit and I am sending an email out to these today. 

(Anybody claiming to be the aforesaid Mackenzie Fenton will now need to provide a Statutory 

Declaration as to Identity, an unabridged copy of his Birth Certificate, his Driver’s Licence, and 

a certified copy of the operative pages of his passport. -  PL) 

• Sponsorships – I have endeavoured to make contact with all sponsors.  Everyone I have 

spoken to has been extremely thankful for us being on the front foot.  Understandably, 

Harlow/Australian Venue Company are unlikely to have cashflow to pay us and were very 

happy to defer this year’s payment and push the arrangement out a year.  Abercromby’s were 

also a bit on the back foot, not knowing how the situation was going to affect them, so agreed 

to also defer and push out a year, but keep the rebate for any sales in play for 2020.   

OGGA seem to be happy to go ahead with their sponsorship.  Others I am waiting for a return 

call.” 

Note: if any readers still wish to take out a membership, your support would be very much 

appreciated; please see the link which accompanies this email. 

==================================================================================================== 

Cannon to the Right of them, Cannon to the Left of them  

Well, in this case there is 

only one and it rather 

depends on whether you 

are facing uphill or down. 

Regardless, those of you 

who are observant will have 

noticed the cannon on the 

hill at Como Park. It has 

been around there even 

longer than I have, and in 

case you’ve ever spent 

many a sleepless night 

wondering how it got there, 

the following has been 

extracted from the website 

of Heritage Council Victoria. 
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What is Significant? 

The Armstrong 40 pounder RBL gun located in Como Park, South Yarra was manufactured in 
1864 at the Royal Gun Factory, England. It was one of six such guns sent to Victoria in 1865 
for use in coastal defence. The guns were designed with rifled barrels and breech loading 
mechanism to achieve greater rates of fire with more accuracy over long distances. One of 
the Armstrong guns was donated to the Prahran City Council in the early twentieth century 
and relocated to Como Park c1930-34. It is understood to be one of only three Armstrong 40 
pounder RBL guns surviving in Victoria. 

All of the gun's original fabric is considered to be significant (including markings on the gun 
identifying the date and place of manufacture and the barrel weight). The granite blocks on 
which the gun is mounted are not significant. 

(The gun) is of local historical and technical significance. (It is) also potentially significant at a 
State level. 

Why is it significant? 

It demonstrates the dependence of the colony on British arms and military expertise. 

The gun is significant as an extremely rare example of this type of nineteenth century artillery 
piece surviving in Victoria. It is also significant for its ability to demonstrate the major 
advances in artillery technology that came with the introduction of breech loaded rifled 
barrels. 

==================================================================================================== 

Occupational Health and Safety: with particular attention to Ladders 

Sir Isaac Newton 5, Simon Bones - Failed to Score 

I think it fair to say that no OGFC President has 

ever come into office in more difficult 

circumstances, but there was some sort of good 

news in recent days after Simon Bones (photo, 

Grand Final 2016) fell from a ladder at work onto 

a less-than-forgiving surface. Smashed his hand 

up a bit – quite a few stitches; bashed his 

shoulder up a lot, and plenty of bruising, but no 

significant damage otherwise. (The judges 

scored him 0.2, 0.7, 0.3, 1.1 and 0.0 out of 10.) 

It reminded me of a document which I prepared last year for a rather different audience, 

entitled You Wouldn’t Find Me Trying That    but subtitled:  

“A Treatise on Occupational Health & Safety, with Special Reference to The Role of Steps. 

And Ladders. And perhaps Snakes.”  
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In what are highly unusual times, and with potentially less-than-the-usual amount of copy 

available for Lemon’s Lines (this, and subsequent editions for the time being) I’ve decided to 

take a completely different tack on this occasion and re-publish the blog which has almost no 

connection with the OGFC, apart from the vitally important subject of ladders. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
   Lukla, Nepal. March 2019      Not featuring Simon Bones 

If it provides any sort of distraction for our readers, there are other blogs which could be used 

down the track. This one can be accessed by clicking the link which accompanies this email, 

but - Sarah K - reading it is not compulsory. 

==================================================================================================== 

From the Archives (Did He Mark It?) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

     Como 2016 
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                                                Above: 2012 Club 18. Preliminary Final at Elsternwick Park 

 

 

Como, approx. 2008 

 

 

 

 

 

Como: 2005 
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Is it “A Squeeze of Lemon”, “A Slice of Lemon” or “Lemon’s Lines”? 

Readers might recall the section in Edition 1 of these notes for 2020 dealing with the photos 

taken by Neil Kennison back in 1961 (including left) 

and 1962 which were kindly passed on to us from the 

Gold Coast by his wife Jill. Neil passed away last year 

but Jill continues to communicate with me from time 

to time, and remains an enthusiastic reader of this 

publication. I received the following email from her 

just a few days ago: 

“Would like to share this little story with you. Firstly, 

Neil loved your Squeeze of Lemon, and although his 

dementia took hold of his brain, we had very happy 

times in conversation when he was lucid.  

“Friday nights I always cooked him fish and chips, 

placing the plate in front of him and before we began 

to eat, he picked up a slice of lemon from his side plate 

and looked at me and said, “we haven't heard from 

Mr Lemon today”. With a dear smile on his face he 

squeezed lemon on his fish telling me the Heading of your OGFC email was brilliant. 

“I'm keeping safe, our unit is facing East with the biggest swimming pool in the world (Pacific 

Ocean) just across the road, I walk every morning along the beach for 6 kilometres and swim 

for my exercise; water temp this morning was perfect. 

“Not sure what your restrictions are in Melbourne; we are allowed to exercise, shop for 

groceries and visit the doctor. Sadly, this Easter weekend we have a lot of holiday people 

around, what don't they understand, when Governments say, Stay Home!” 

Six kilometres and a swim. Beat that, Nick Anstey. 

The Trailwalker Trumped 

On the subject of long-distance undertakings, the Oxfam Trailwalker event which was to be 

held at the end of March, and supported by Jake Ward and Nick Morwood (see Editions 1 

and 2 of these notes) was cancelled. We are sure that those from the Club who supported 

them will be happy that the money still went to a good cause. 
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After all these years, Taking the Pressure Off Hugh Brodie: 

It is hardly my job to pass comment on members’ haircuts, hair colour, coiffure or styling, but 

I have used the first two photos below on a number of occasions over the years in various 

OGFC notes and publications. Not entirely to the liking of the first person (if he had offered a 

bit more money early on the problem could have been quickly resolved), and without reaction 

from the second who played for the Club for a number of seasons but with whom we’ve long 

lost contact.  

 

Hugh Brodie approx. 1978     Anthony Dhillon  approx. 2008 

But now we now have the following from current player Christian Hatzis which he apparently 

posted himself on the players’ WhatsApp a few weeks ago. Perhaps I should have accepted 

Hugh Brodie’s offer after all because I don’t think I’ll ever need to use his photo again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

==================================================================================================== 
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Vicky’s Bikkies 

Moving on (as quickly as possible), many 
readers will recall the endless and 
overwhelming publicity which Vicky Tan 
received last year after her Very-Best-On-
Ground, three-goal, Premiership-winning 
performance last August for the Women’s 
Reserve team. 

Like, but in no way limited to, Page 77 of the 
Sunday Herald Sun of 25 August.  

(Article and main photo Jon Anderson) 

 

 

 

Well, she just can’t keep away from it. Like this, just recently from the National Broadcaster: 

Snacking to cope with coronavirus isolation? This is how to eat well while stuck 
at home                                                                                     ABC Life / By Carol Rääbus 

 

Vicky Tan is suddenly baking and cooking a lot more. 

"It's definitely keeping my mental health in check," she says. 

"I feel like I'm being more productive." 

Vicky lives on her own in an apartment in Melbourne. She's studying a PhD in science, but 
can't do any lab work with the current social distancing rules. 
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"Instead of doing experiments in the lab, I'm doing it in the kitchen," the 25-year-old says. 

This is Vicky's second round of social isolation due to COVID-19 as she spent 14-days in self-
isolation after a trip to China in February. 

She knows she needs to keep busy, and cooking and snacking are part of her new daily 
routine. 

"I'm usually a big savoury snacker person, but now … I've been baking a lot more," she says. 

"I'm trying to do a lot of different things. I've got my work to do, then I'm doing a little 
gardening … which has been great with my cooking as well." 

Good on you, Vicky 

 

 

 

 

 

 

==================================================================================================== 

A few final items 

1) In relation to the Zimbabwe bank note on Page 5, Fifty Billion Dollars was subsequently 

replaced by notes up to a 100 Trillion Dollars extravaganza (worth about $A0.50), before the 

currency totally collapsed in 2009. I found a Zim 20-cent piece in a tin in the back of my garage 

a few years back from a rather earlier era. I wonder what that was worth at the end. 

2) Some readers (“who have plenty of time on their hands”, to again parrot the 

current catch-cry) might be interested in reading the following piece written 

recently by my nephew, who is a sports journalist. (There is some commentary 

on grassroots football.) 

Sport in Australia will survive Covid-19 but its importance will be diminished - 

Geoff Lemon 

If you still have plenty of time on your hands (like a month) you can type the following into 

your browser, but a copy and paste might be a lot quicker. And more easily accurate. 
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https://www.theguardian.com/sport/2020/apr/12/sport-in-australia-will-survive-covid-19-

but-those-currently-in-charge-might-not?fbclid=IwAR0JdWkLhDDuK7GCT_wU4AA1VB-

O2UR8cWFuW9lNAT6GQH8NPRyGd6laHfA 

(The views of the author of that item are entirely his own and neither I nor the OGFC make 

any comment on the contents.)  

3) If anyone has anything to submit for consideration for the next edition of Lemon’s Lines 

(there, that’s settled it), or complaints about this one, please email lemmododo@gmail.com 

Photos this edition: mainly the writer, plus others taken or supplied by Neil Kennison, Jill Kennison, Jake Ward, Christian 

Hatzis, Jon Anderson, Vicky Tan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                           The Good Old Days: 2019 
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