
 

1 
 

 

Lemon’s Lines – an intermittent production of divergent and often totally haphazard and 

unrelated themes somewhat connected to the Old Geelong Football Club, with occasional 

historical snippets thrown in, compiled by Peter Lemon        2020 Edition 2              12/03/20 

=================================================================================================== 

 

In this edition       An artistic shot of training 

Men’s Captain and other leadership positions elected, and Women’s Captain announced 

Cal hangs up the boots 

Training update 

The Annual Camp 

Practice Matches 

A Blast from the Past: Ted Gray 

Back to the Yarra  - 67 years later: Herring Island Working Bee 

Offsetting those lights 

Club Sponsors: Emma & Tom’s – and Foodbank 

Blood Donor initiative/Oxfam Trailwalker 

Sartorial Elegance (2) 
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Men’s Captain and other leadership positions elected 

These positions were finalised recently after the players were asked to submit votes on a 

5,4,3,2,1 basis and collated by the coaching group. Devoid of any claims of branch stacking, 

pork-barrelling, foreign influence, horrible hackings, strange donations in supermarket bags, 

attempted impeachments, huge expenditures on saturation advertising, claims of dual if not 

treble citizenships, leadership spills, counting malfunctions, misleading signage, shady 

preference deals, disclosures to bookmakers on the Sub-Continent, or anything else for that 

matter, the unsullied results are as follows: 

Captain: Scott Dixon (opposite; later to star in an 

advertisement for washing powder) 

Scott was co-Captain last year and Runner-Up to the 

Firsts’ B & F. 

 

 

Vice Captains: Johnny Simson (below left – about to 

star in an advertisement for washing powder, and 

Firsts Best & Fairest for the past two seasons) and 

Will Horsfall (short passing to the photographer at 

training, who would almost certainly have dropped 

it.) 
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Co-Vice Captains: Will Sloss and Jack Sheridan 

 

 

Meanwhile this has been announced as the popular Kath 

Dunn, with further positions to be revealed in coming 

weeks. 

Cath is now in her third season with the Club, and was Women’s Firsts Best & Fairest in 2018. 

==================================================================================================== 

 

 

Women’s Firsts Captain  
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Cal hangs up the blue boots 

Meanwhile, we need to report that after a wonderful 

career with the OGFC, co-Captain from last year Cal 

Wood has hung up the boots after 201 games for the 

Club, which included two premierships (in his first 

year 2009, U19s, and in 2016, Firsts).  

If it weren’t for the fact that he received great 

publicity and coverage leading up to his 200th in 

Round 17 last season, we could probably devote 

many pages to that career.  

Instead, we’ll just say thank you for such a great 

contribution to the Club over the years, and to 

express the hope that we will see you around the 

place from time to time. 

     Photo VAFA 2016 

======================================================== 

   

Training Update  (with another artistic shot) 

 

Numbers improved considerably in the first week of March after some attendances in 

February had left a bit to be desired. The women have seen something like 36 new players on 

the track, and an increasing number of the men’s Under-23 brigade has started to arrive.  

Training (which I missed) on 2 March was apparently outstanding, and that on the 4th saw 

good numbers as well, although I have been asked to stop taking artistic shots and putting 
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them on the Club’s Facebook page. Talk about Pearls Before Swine. And – stop press - last 

Wednesday the combined total at training was in the vicinity of a very impressive 110. 

==================================================================================================== 

Oxfam Trailwalker 

Previous edition of these notes mentioned that we have 

two club members participating in the 100ks Oxfam 

Trailwalker over the last weekend in March (in different 

teams). It’s not too late for readers to offer them some 

support: 

Nick Morwood  (Player)   see 

https://trailwalker.oxfam.org.au/my/team/35317 

and Jake Ward (Club Secretary) see 

https://trailwalker.oxfam.org.au/my/team/35898 

 

 

 

Practice Matches 

The arrangements have slowly solidified somewhat for the last three Saturdays of March. Closer to 

the time further details will be announced at training and emailed out to the Club data base with the 

Friday email. 

March 14 – Girls Vs OMs; boys are having an intra-club – both at Westbourne Grammar. (That will 

please our Geelong-based people.) 

March 21. Girls vs Croydon Women FC   Ross St Reserve, Heatherton. Time: 9am.  Men:  another intra 

– ground TBC. 

March 28 – U23, Boys, Girls Vs Geelong Amateurs at Queens Park, 

Highton  (That will really please our Geelong-based people.)  

We wonder if former OGFC Premiership player from 1990 Bruce 

Harwood will be in attendance – (at least as a spectator).  

We note from checking the Ammos website that Bruce remains on 

their Committtee after having been its President on a number of 

occasions over the years, as well as other high office in the Geelong 

area over the years.  

As yet the position of Commonwealth Governor-General has 

eluded him. 

================================================================ 

https://trailwalker.oxfam.org.au/my/team/35317
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Sartorial Elegance (2) 

Previous edition of these notes contained the following paragraph: 

Last Sunday (9 February) found a number of people connected with the OGFC at the 

Flemington Races. The dress sense of all but one was exemplary, and that one was the writer 

who was refused admission for not wearing a tie. (Was able to borrow one eventually. Getting 

the deposit back after the last race was his only collect for the day.)  

We can now add some more details: ‘A group of 2016 Firsts Premiership players, Captain Andy 

Leahy, Colby O’Brien, Jason Barry, Rupert Kemp, Brad Gore, one assistant coach Jimmy 

Wright, Rupert DeCrespigny and Tom Balcombe formed the syndicate ‘Lady Como’ to own a 

total of 5% of Oggalution.” (Unsuccessful on the day, she has won two country races.)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top photo: Feb 2020  NBourke@paparazzi.com.                     

          Bottom photo: VAFA Sept 2016 

mailto:NBourke@paparazzi.com
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Ted Gray 

One of the things these notes attempt to do is to provide a link between the present-day club 

and its former players and older supporters who seldom if ever look at the Club’s Facebook 

page or Instagram whatever it is (Garth, do you have email yet?) and it is nice to sometimes 

get some feedback.  

We had an email in from former player, 

Reserves coach, and committeeman of the 

1960s and 1970s, Ted Gray after the previous 

edition of these Lines.  

That’s Ted, furthest left in photo probably 

taken in 1968. In those days the Reserves 

played their home games at Righetti Oval, 

Kooyong, with the Prahran Baseball Club 

having use of Como until 2.20pm on Saturday 

mornings/early afternoons. It was only after 

the Baseball Club merged with the 

Cheltenham Baseball Club in 1972 that things 

changed. 

Ted wrote in relation to the notes: “Yes Peter, I do read them, although almost all the names 

mean nothing to me.  Even after all these years the OGS still have a place in my happy 

memories. Still going strong, am a volunteer with the Queensland Air Museum and in the 

throes of writing a book/booklet covering a major project there.   

Also, about to be inducted and trained as a radio operator for the local Coast Guard.  That 

follows my stint as a presenter on country radio in Victoria and commentating on the intercity 

basketball.  Guess you are surprised that I love talking.  Regards Ted.” 

On the subject of the Reserves Home ground (since its inauguration in 1963) 

In 1972 the Prahran Baseball Club merged with and moved to the Cheltenham Baseball Club 
(which has always seemed a little surprising to the writer as the two locations are not exactly 
contiguous), thereby leaving the Como Ground 
unused on Saturday mornings and early afternoons.   
 
The Football Club was quick to apply for the use of 
the ground during that earlier time-slot, on the 
same Saturdays as the Firsts would be playing later, 
and the application was approved. The meant that 
the Reserves were now able to play at Como, and 
that senior matches could be brought forward to the 
general VAFA starting time of 2.00pm.  
 
The doubling of resources and of some personnel needed between Como and Righetti was 
now a thing of the past, and it was viewed as a plus that the Firsts could now see more of the 
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Reserves matches, and equally, the latter could see more of the senior games. (Indeed, up to 
1972 Reserves players were not infrequently known to drop in at the Toorak Hotel enroute 
to the senior game from Righetti, only to arrive at Como fairly late. Or not all.) 
 

 
 

Photos above:  
 
Left: Reserves at the old Righetti oval 1968, perhaps checking out the species of grass at three-
quarter time or looking for someone’s contact lens. (Note texta-coloured No.6.)  
 
Right: And a number of Firsts players (and others) spectating.  (Was Jo Cantor - furthest left 
in that photo - playing in the Firsts, goal umpiring for the Firsts, dropped for disciplinary 
reasons, or just spectating?)  Firsts players/officials always had to leave at half time to get to 
Como in time for the senior game. 
 

================================================================== 

 

The Annual Camp   - from James Wright 

For a fourth year the OGFC was generously hosted by Norm and Jen Graham at their house 

in Barwon Heads. Friday night was a relaxed event, with players and coaches arriving 

throughout the evening and heading into town for dinner in smaller groups and then back to 

the Grahams to mingle and chat about the upcoming camp.  

The Saturday morning tradition of breakfast at The Grahams began with grey skies and a 

constant drizzle, with players arriving and getting themselves sorted out for the day ahead. A 

special mention must go to Garry Read from the Barwon Heads Football Club who opened up 

the rooms for us at 7.30am and ensured that we had access to the change rooms as well as 

the social rooms for the Coaches’ game plan education sessions. 

Training began at 8am with the girls taking the field first and the boys upstairs to map out the 

year ahead. Having seen the evolution of the Oggettes from the first training session back in 
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December 2016, the level of skill and game sense of our players is improving session upon 

session, and their skills in the wet was a highlight.   

 

          Feb 2020: Photos above Sarah Kirkwood 

 

December 2016: The grand total. 

      

A great turnout of 35 players ensured 

that Coops had a good squad to train, 

and with Senior Assistant coach Tily 

Arthur and Reserves Co-Coach Hamish 

Seller there were plenty of hands on 

deck. The girls’ training session 

focussed on foot skills and the short 

25m kick and decision making, with 

some larger drills and a match sim which consisted of 2 x 20 min quarters.  Georgia Murphy 

took BOG honours with Maddie Phan close behind.  Caz Edwards directed traffic across half 

back while Liv Gleeson did her VFL aspirations no harm with another excellent performance.  

The boys upstairs had the season broken down into blocks and a general chat which focussed 

on how our Club has not won a male Premier Flag in our 67 years history. Browny and Okie 

spoke on preparation and the opportunity presented to the group, and the importance of 
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taking each week on its merits with no easy games in 2020. Once out on the ground the group 

was split and two drills focussing on skill execution and ‘see it/take it’ were run as the players 

become familiar with our new game style. The training finished with 40 minutes of match sim 

with Nick Anstey, Alex Moloney, Hugh Fitzpatrick and Jack Anderson the standouts in the 

greasy conditions. 

While the boys were completing match sim, Coops had the girls upstairs to plan their season 

and work through his program. Each player was giving a handout, and some match scenario 

walk-throughs allowed players to gain a greater understanding of how Coops sees the game 

being played. What struck me during this education session was the questions being asked by 

the players, showing a great understanding for the game and that the group has bought into 

the new coaching structure.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        We wonder if the people in the caravan park had to pay extra for the privilege? 

Lunch was again supplied by the Grahams with salad rolls and cakes and slices at the ground, 

with Cathie and Simon Kemp on hand the help serve the players. After lunch it was recovery 

time for the boys who waded out into the Barwon River while the girls had one more secret 

Coops drill to complete – some one-on-one grappling on the sand. 

 4:30pm arrived and it was back to the Grahams to relax and mingle as a Club and enjoy the 

rest of the afternoon, with several OGFC parents joining us as well. 

Sunday morning was a quiet affair with Norm Graham on the BBQ serving up bacon and egg 

rolls to anyone that surfaced and after a pack-up of the kit to the van and a final thank you to 

the Grahams it was back down the highway with another successful OGFC Camp in the books. 

 A very special thank you to Norm and Jen Graham who opened up their house to the Club 

again, and their endless hospitality is very much appreciated. And to Cathie and Simon Kemp 

who helped with serving lunch, as well as helping load the van from the storage facility Friday 

afternoon, and to Cierra from Optimus Health who made the day trip down to ensure players 

were strapped and looked after.  

Others we need to thank greatly for their work with the catering are Serena Chirnside and 

Robyn Le Livre. 
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==================================================================================================== 

Offsetting carbon emissions – Como Park 

Previous edition referred to the proposal 

to offset the carbon emissions for our new 

training lights at Como during the coming 

season, if we could find out how much 

those emissions are going to be.  (Photo 

right: one of the four new sets of lights. A 

brilliant improvement - forgive the pun - 

on what was there before.) 

We’ve had great feedback and co-

operation from the Stonnington Parks and 

Leisure department on the subject, and it 

looks as if the figure for three training 

nights a week, some near-dark last quarters on Saturdays (even near-dark last halves in 

June/July), plus some twilight games is going to be in the vicinity of 40 CO2e tonnes for the 

season, up from about 34 in 2019. This includes output from the pavilion lighting and fridges 

and the like, and it all adds up.  

Offsetting costs is around $22 a tonne, and a payment to Greenfleet and the like will be made 

closer to the handover date between the cricket and the football clubs later in the month. 

(We will not be offering to offset the emissions of that rather larger stadium about three 

kilometres to the west.) 

==================================================================================================== 

(There are of course other 

considerations for the area, such as to 

find out how much methane that 

something which looks like a yak might 

emit at Como Park, and further research 

is going into that.  

However, we might leave that one to 

the Edwards Family, although we can 

safely say it is not a yak, as yaks find it 

almost impossible to exist below an 

altitude of around 3000 metres. See 

later.) 

 

=================================================================================================== 
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Back to the Yarra 

Simon Bones, Mickey Nicholls, Helen Salter, Will Horsfall, Laura Hallam, Clare Horsfall, Jack Sheridan, Sarah Andrews, 

McKenzie Felton, Liv Mercuri, James Wright 

A big thank you to all those who gave up a couple of hours to assist with the Friends of Herring 

Island monthly working bee on the morning of Sunday 1 March. Most of the work involved 

weeding and removing some non-native vegetation. 

This is the third time we have assisted in this regard (on top of 2017 and 2019). 

Perhaps conditions were warmer on 1 March 2020, and there was a boat, so no-one had to 

swim across the river to or from Herring Island. But it does take us back to some notes from 

1954, the year the Club was first founded: 

* Ground: The Club to play in newly created E Section of the VAFA.   “…we were allocated an 

oval at Fairfield by the V.A.F.A with a changing room with no shower. If we wanted to get rid 

of our sweat the only option was to jump into the adjacent Yarra River.”  

Must have been wonderful after a game in the middle of July! Especially if you’d lost. 

==================================================================================================== 
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Emma & Tom’s, and Foodbank  

EMMA AND TOM’S LIFE JUICES, MILK, SNACKS AND ENERGY BARS 

Emma & Tom’s have been a long-term sponsor and supporter (like, at least 12 years) of the 

Old Geelong Football Club; Emma’s husband Michael Davis played  at least 149 games for the 

Club, then boundary umpired and/or central umpired for our Reserves, and boundary 

umpired for the Firsts, ran the canteen for a number of seasons, was on the Committee for a 

number of years, and is one of seven people connected with the Club to have been awarded 

a VAFA Certificate of Merit for outstanding service to Amateur Football. Their son Alexander 

has been brought up around the OGS: photos 2008.  

 

Over the years Emma & Tom’s have provided gainful employment for a number of players 

and others connected with the Club, including such luminaries as Jon Simson, Winx Simson, 

Ed Long, Aidan Long, Matt Bird, Harry Morrison (in Sydney), Will Sloss, Matt Goldsworthy, 

Charlie Atkins, Jono Pearce. (I am sure there are others, but the memory fades and falters.) 

We were interested to note the following appearing recently on the website of Foodbank 

Victoria, featuring Emma herself along with a number of Foodbank Staff. Part of the website 

item is as follows: 

https://www.foodbank.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/fbv-emma-and-toms-image-10.jpg
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New partnership helps Foodbank look after others 

Here at Foodbank Victoria, we are proud to announce that Emma & Tom’s has joined the 

fight against hunger! To celebrate the launch of their new Look After Others water, Emma & 

Tom’s will offer a percentage of every bottle sold in the new range to Foodbank Victoria. 

Emma Welsh, co-founder of Emma & Tom’s, visited our Yarraville warehouse to showcase the 

new Look After Yourself bottle design which features the Foodbank logo. 

 

Photos courtesy Foodbank Victoria 

“We are excited to launch a product that is dedicated to supporting the important work by 

Foodbank Victoria,’ said Welsh. 

“We have always believed that part of being in business is to give back to our community. 

With stockists Australia wide, we are inspiring our dedicated customers to help raise 

awareness and join the fight against hunger on a national scale,” Welsh continued. 

For full details of both organisations please see 

Emma & Tom’s https://emmaandtom.com/   &  https://www.facebook.com/EmmaAndToms/ 

Foodbank Victoria   https://www.foodbank.org.au/?state=vic for ways you can help and get 

involved. 

As an aside, past player Lew Officer will doubtless be delighted with the correct placement of 

the possessive apostrophe in Tom’s on the side of their vehicles.  

And we note with interest that Julianne Mulholland, mother of the aforesaid Harry Morrison 

and wife of OGFC Committeeman Dougal Morrison works with Foodbank Victoria. Shame she 

didn’t get into the photo. 

==================================================================================================== 

https://emmaandtom.com/
https://emmaandtom.com/
https://www/
https://www.foodbank.org.au/?state=vic
https://www.foodbank.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/fbv-emma-and-toms-image-11.jpg
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Blood donor initiative 

We’ve received the following from our Vice-Prez Sarah Kirkwood: 

Pier and I are thinking of nominating a month, e.g. May, for as many OGFC members to donate 

blood as possible. We would put signs around the Clubhouse etc.  Perhaps best to wait until 

closer to the time to announce it through the Comms and Lemon’s Lines. There is so much 

going on.  (Anyway, here’s the first mention. -Ed.) 

Thinking we could ask the Community/database to join in, if people donated blood, they could 

get their names published in Lemon’s Lines (indeed, surely, there could hardly be any greater 

incentive, motivation or honour. – Ed.) or another area in the weekly email (forget it – Ed.). 

This is also a way of trying to connect the Club more with our database. 

Note:  

* Sarah cannot donate blood herself: she was apparently living in London at the time of mad-

chook disease. 

* This is not an attempt to pressure anyone in the club to donate, it is an entirely personal 

decision. But if you do and are player, we suggest early in the week. 

=================================================================================================== 

New Boots 

I didn’t take my camera to training last Wednesday. It appears that both Scott Dixon and Liam 

Maiden were petty disappointed, what with each sporting brand new and highly colourful 

boots and all that. 

=================================================================================================== 

A regular weekly section (a) From the archives    

September 1974 at Albert Park during a 

Reserves preliminary final. Garth Manton 

with I think daughters Anna and Jane.  

(We will not go out on a limb and try to say 

which was which or who was whom. We do 

know however that whoever was Jane is 

now in charge of Women’s Football at GGS.) 
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And finally (b)  My Non-OGFC Photo of the Week 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last Light on Lhotse (7861m) – from Kala Pattar (5545m), Nepal.  Late November, 2003. 

                 (Readers may be interested to know that yaks are able to thrive in that area.) 

============================================================================== 

The next edition of these notes will hopefully be produced in a week’s time. 

If anyone has contributions (or complaints, Lew Officer), please mail lemmododo@gmail.com 

I am looking for someone with good attention to detail to assist with proofing of these notes 

usually on late Thursday or early Friday. Preparing these notes is an exhausting process and it 

is too easy for me to miss things. Payment – nil. Satisfaction – enormous.  

Also, for a project unrelated to the club, I am looking for a good illustrator/line 

drawer/cartoonist. If any playing or other personnel closely connected with the Club thinks 

they might fit that bill, please get in touch. 

 

mailto:lemmododo@gmail.com

