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Lemon’s Lines – an intermittent production of divergent and often totally haphazard, 

incoherent and unrelated themes somewhat connected to the Old Geelong Football Club, 
with occasional historical snippets thrown in, compiled by Peter Lemon    2020 Ed 11  10/12/20 

 
Lemon’s Handy Photographic Hint No. 937:  
 
“Always be conscious of the background of your shot and try to avoid anything, particularly 
full-to-overflowing garbage bins, which might detract from the overall impact of the main 
subject of your picture.”     Hint No. 938: “Do as I say, not what I do.” 
 

U19 Grand Final 2009: Ben Skelton has just kicked the sealer at the Wheelie-Bin End of the 
Coburg City Oval, well into the final quarter. See later item. 
==================================================================================================== 

 

IN THIS EDITION  
 

The Currant Current Situation  
 
Annual Meeting  TOTD 2010-2019 
 
Did Simon O’Brien (and Others) Drop It? 
 
U19 Premiership Photos 2009. What Next? 
 
Incoming Mail 
 
Cricket at Elite Level: You Don’t Have to Have 
Played It to Have Made It.  Pivot Guest Speaker 
 
More Elsternwick Park Action (or in this case, 
Inaction. 1940) 
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100 Game players:  Scott Moffatt and Simon O’Brien 
 
SecondBite                          Elections to High Office              Priceless Artefacts Unearthed 
 
Big Promotion for Hardy Grant Books 
 
================================================================================== 
 

The Currant Current Situation       
 
We return to a regular feature of the first part of the year, 
which was inevitably and invariably out of date and downright 
inaccurate 24 hours later. Many months later a certain 
uncertainty still remains the order of the day. 
 
Training                         Currants 
 
The reduction in Covid infections and the relaxation of restrictions have led to the prospect 
of a resumption of football training in coming days. Subject to securing a venue. There has 
been a re-appearance of Protocols and Regulations and Requirements (remember them?), 
and I shall not trouble non-players with details, but it seems that things might get under way 
for a couple of weeks leading into Christmas. And then resuming more seriously in mid-
January. 
 
Football Victoria updated the RTT and RTP protocols a couple of weeks ago and removed 

many of the restrictions around group size and spectators, etc.  More info for any readers 

feeling sufficiently masochistic can be found here:  

https://www.vafa.com.au/afl-victoria-return-to-training-games-

protocols/?fbclid=IwAR1mYKo2CBLLNCi_YnJdkTnYQbqBd2ZRISQRvYfL3bVJATRvhGFexgy20ec 

 
I am advised that “The players will start 

training on the 7th/8th December and go up 

until the last week before Christmas but that 

the final date will be up to the individual 

coaches. Our issue is ground access. The 

council has said that Como is off-limits again 

until 2021, which is standard practice; 

however, Gosch’s Paddock is fenced off at 

the moment and I think that Glamorgan will be off limits as well…We have been given access 

to Como North.”  

Stop Press 1 (yes, from 24 hours later): apparently Gosch’s Paddock has now been un- and 

de-fenced, so it may be that we will be in that area. Stop Press 2 (yes, from 36 hours later): 

Men’s training did indeed start at Gosch’s on Monday 7 December. Looked to be about 18 

there from a photo supplied. Am not sure what the girls are doing. 

https://www.vafa.com.au/afl-victoria-return-to-training-games-protocols/?fbclid=IwAR1mYKo2CBLLNCi_YnJdkTnYQbqBd2ZRISQRvYfL3bVJATRvhGFexgy20ec
https://www.vafa.com.au/afl-victoria-return-to-training-games-protocols/?fbclid=IwAR1mYKo2CBLLNCi_YnJdkTnYQbqBd2ZRISQRvYfL3bVJATRvhGFexgy20ec
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VAFA Season 2021 
 
At this stage the VAFA is proposing to conduct a season similar to what would have been in 
2020. 
 
The Senior Men's fixturing will simply be rolled forward from 2020 to 2021, with the season 
starting on Saturday April 10, 2021 (the Saturday after Easter), “all things being equal”. 
  

For our Premier B Women's, Men's Thirds, Under 19s, 
Under 23s, the 2021 fixtures for these sections will be 
finalised and released across February and March once the 
VAFA has clearer visibility on the team submissions and 
allocations for each section. 
 
Under 19s or Under 23s in 2021? 
 
Readers of these notes early in the year may recall (said he 
hopefully) the decision of the Club to move away from an 
Under 19 side in 2020 and instead to go for one in the 
Under 23 competition. There were a number of reasons 
for this, including the lack of potential numbers for U19s 
identified very early in 2020, and equally the risk of losing 
a number of players no longer eligible for U19s but who 
would be keen to play U23s. 
 

The situation for 2021 is now somewhat complicated in that the VAFA has decided that 
anyone who would have been eligible to play 
U19s in 2020 will remain eligible to play U19s 
in 2021. (The U23 qualification will not 
change.)  This will require a lot of work on the 
part of the Club and especially its football 
department in coming weeks in deciding 
whether it will be preferable to go for an U19 
or an U23 side, and all I can say is “watch this 
space, and don’t hold your breath.” 
 
In a similar area, we must regrettably advise 
that the bloke who would have coached the 
U23s in 2020, and who coached the Under 19s 
in 2016, 2017, and 2019, Ben Thomson, has 
told the Club that he will not be in a position to 
continue next year. Ben has been living in the 
Geelong area for all that period and driving up 
to training and matches in Melbourne three 
times a week during all that time, and has been 
a major reason why the side was able to 
continue to field a side during the “I’m-Off-to- 
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Europe-for-a-Month” times in the middle of the season, mainly through his work in securing 
players still at school to get numbers up to at least 18. His total dedication to the job has been 
extraordinary, but with work promotions and building a house, he has decided that he can no 
longer devote the required time and effort to the OGS on the coaching and its related-
administration front. He will however continue to do all in his power in the Geelong area to 
promote and assist the Club, and we truly thank him for everything he has done for the OGS. 
 
==================================================================================================== 

 

The Annual Meeting was held by Zoom in late October. I had technical difficulties and 

spent much of the time pushing various keys and buttons (probably launched a couple of 
missiles in North Korea in the process), so have no idea as to whether it led to a better 
attendance, a worse attendance, or much the same as the usual live and in-person events.  
 
Committee 
 
There has only been one change from last year, with 
Lucy Gubbins not having offered for herself for re-
election. (Had I known that was coming I would not 
have given her 17 pages, and a week of my life, to 
provide her with unstinting and invaluable publicity 
in the previous edition of these Lines. Mind you, she 
probably is very busy relocating the entire Head 
Office of KPMG Australia, if not the world, to “the 
rolling green hills and peace of her mother’s small 
dairy property near Warrnambool on Victoria’s south-west coast”. 
 
Thanks, Luce, for your contribution. I’m sure you will keep following the Club from afar. This 
of course leaves a space on the Committee which we would be hoping to fill in the fairly near 
future. 
 
Financial 
 
Whilst our income was greatly decreased for the Financial Year ending 30 September, so too 
was the Club’s expenditure and to a larger extent, and for the first time in a number of years 
it recorded a profit. A good result, but for all the wrong reasons. To everybody who supported 
the Club through memberships, sponsorships and donations – in what was probably its most 
difficult scenario – another huge thank you. As was said during the meeting (I did hear that 
before someone calling himself Kim Jong-Un rudely interrupted), it will be a surplus which will 
be of enormous importance in getting things up and running again next year. 
 
We are pleased to advise that the Club through James Legoe has been able to renegotiate a 
major sponsorship deal with Harlow and The Australian Venue Company group for the next 
two seasons. 
 
==================================================================================================== 
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Premiership Photos   
(Reserves – 2007. Should We Have Bothered? U19 – 2009. Should We Have bothered?) 
 
The massive number 
of takers for the 
Reserves 2007 shots 
leapt, doubled, from 
one person to two 
after the previous 
edition of Lemon’s 
Lines came out in late 
October. 
 
In that edition we 
then offered the 
photos from the 
Under 19s’ win of 
2009. (Above right: 
Stacey Kent. And for another example, see the header photo, Page 1.) The result was another 
two responses, but with one of them at least leading to potentially broader distribution.  
 
For we received the following from team member Max Moffatt a couple of days later, 
 
“Hope you’re well! Thanks for the OGS updates as I’m in Sydney these days and it’s a great 
way to stay informed. 
 
“I played (arguably...about one quarter, one kick, and started one fight) in the 2009 U/19 
premiership and if there are any photos of the day, I’d appreciate the memories! I can forward 
them on to a few of the guys I’m still in contact with too. (Max, you failed to mention that the 
one kick resulted in a crucial goal. - PL) 
 
“Yes that's right, I say "started a fight" in jest - …….I remember one or two of them ran in to 
bash me after I gave a little shove in frustration at being caught holding the ball. At the 
Tribunal the guy got off because I couldn't remember clearly who did it, and the umpire came 
up to me after the hearing in the VAFA carpark and told me it was definitely the guy at the 
hearing, that he reported him directly himself and that he should have copped at least eight 
weeks!  
 
“Regardless, we got the Premiership so it all worked out for the OGS! 
 
“Thanks again Peter and any photos of the day (dark or otherwise) will be gratefully received. 
Thanks to your great photography skills I can now prove to people in Sydney that I once played 
football at the greatest amateur club in the world! 
 
“Hope you’re hanging in with the restrictions and cases disappear to zero soon. Dad is good 
and itching to play golf again, though I hate to think how extreme his slice has grown since 
pre-lockdown!” 
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That’s Max, furthest 
left, at Como 
afterwards.  
 
(Make that ten 
weeks.)  
 
We’re not sure what 
led to Will Dungey’s 
thick lip. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Dad that Max refers to is Scott Moffatt, a past player who totalled 129 games for the Club 
from 1978. 
 
He won the Seymour Trophy for Reserves Best & Fairest in 1980 and 1984 (the latter shared 

with Peter Hayes) and is seen below after being presented with his trophy by President 

Graeme Dickson after playing his 100th game (consecutively) in 1983.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One hundred consecutive games. Pretty impressive that, although not the first person to do 

it. Tony Brocksopp played his 100th in 1976, also without missing even one along the way. 

Given the lack of response in relation to the 2007 and 2009 photos, I am not sure if there is 
much point in making a similar offer in relation to 2005 (two teams) or 2012 (three teams). 
 
==================================================================================================== 
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Incoming Mail (1) 
 

Shortly after the previous edition of late October came out, we received the following from 
one of our most regular and reliable contributors - there are a couple -  Cathie Kemp. 
 
“Hello Sir Peter, 
 
Thank you so very much Pete for using so many, many hours of your precious time giving the 
Old Geelong Football Club the best archives, most interesting articles, fun tidbits (that is the 
correct spelling – ignore what spellcheck might try to tell you – Ed), photos, comments … your 
Lines are ALWAYS a welcome relief for us, and MORE IMPORTANTLY, for all of us during this 
weirdest of times we are all suffering under. 
 
Your Lines have come at a perfect time for us all, and so full of fun and news and spirit to get 
us through however long our premier intends to keep us locked up… 
 

All the very best Pete - stay strong, safe and calm - Cathie                        ”  
 
================================================================================================== 

Before moving on to further Incoming Mail, a couple of segues.     (A) 
 

 
 
Cathie. September 2018 at Como.  Tomorrow, the world:    Kathmandu February 2019 
 

              “Everybody’s doing it.” 
      

(B) Pete, stay strong, safe and calm 
 

A few comments on that exhortation: 

Strong:   I never, ever got very far in that direction. Last time I tried throwing a shot put there 

was a very real danger of breaking every bone in my foot. And I have most definitely never, 

ever been accused of taking performance-enhancing drugs in any field of athletic endeavour. 
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Safe:  So far, so good. (We do know of two past players who contracted the virus fairly early 

in the piece and who are recovered after a fairly rough time of it. Hopefully that is the full 

extent of it as far as the Club is concerned.) 

Calm:  Report card: “Does OK in some circumstances, utterly hopeless in others.”   E.g.:  

(a) Joined by a puff adder under a bush bucket shower in Matusadona National Park, 

Zimbabwe, back in 1998: kept calm, but not entirely serene, and got through that one OK. 

(Admittedly the clicking noise for a couple of hours around the campfire bar that then 

followed was not a set of castanets but of knees knocking. The racket stopped eventually after 

the fifth double scotch, with ice but not much water.) 

(b) Did not bat an eyelid, and remained entirely serene, when a sub-adult male lion decided 

to check out the shoes, and potentially what was in them, in Botswana a few years later.  

 

Possible explanations for it not taking proceedings any further: 

* lions don’t eat fruit 

* Lemon had changed his socks overnight 

* Lemon had not changed his socks overnight 

* its knowledge that if it had tried anything further it would be hammered between the eyes 

with a (hardcover) copy of Newman’s Birds of Southern Africa 

* my wonderful rapport with much of the wildlife of Africa. Except puff adders. 

(c) However, when it comes to the Old Geelong Football Club, “calmness” and “Lemon” are 

completely and utterly, mutually-exclusive concepts. Never the twain shall meet. And double 

that when the first unauthorised car drives into the Como Park area on a Saturday morning 

match-day, straight past and sometimes over the no-parking signs, and treble it if the same 

car decides to go and park on the perimeter grass. Man the defibrillators, girls. 

==================================================================================================== 
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Incoming Mail (2) 

After this less than minor digression some readers may recall the item in the previous edition 

about the incorrectly-captioned photo from around 1890, extracted from Richard Evans’ 

Facebook Page 

* Suburban Mayhem: Former VAFA President Peddles Falsehoods as Blunder Perpetuated 
 
* Editor Tones Down Comments About Former VAFA President Peddling Falsehoods and           
Perpetuating Blunder 
 
I emailed a copy of the entire document to Richard for his 

reading pleasure, well at least information, and the 

following came back a few days later: 

“Hi Peter 

Great to hear from you. Many thanks for the OGS document. 

You are to be commended for producing it. Testament to your service and love of your old 

club. 

It was a great delight for me to invite you to present those premiership trophies; I know you 

were “‘chuffed” and it is so pleasing for me to know you have those memories that will stay 

with you forever. 

Let us hope “normality” may return next year and we can resume our love affair with the 

VAFA. It has given us so much pleasure (and the odd grey hair!!). 

Keep safe and well Peter.” 

From the Editor: I do have three observations to make on parts of Richard’s kind email (and 

his accompanying withdrawal of threatened legal action) 

(1)   “Testament to your service and love of your old club.”  

My comment or observation: I think I would add the fact that if I don’t do it, nobody else 

would. 

(2)  “….so pleasing for me to know you have those memories that will stay with you forever.” 

My comment or observation:  Given the rate my memory is going, that might not be much 

beyond the end of next week. 

(3) “Odd grey hair” !!??!!   

My comment or observation:  When I was finally able to get a haircut (back-and-sides only 

required) after relevant restrictions were relaxed a bit some weeks ago, when a small gust of 

wind blew in through the barber shop’s open door, it was a bit like walking through a whiteout 

on the Bogong High Plains.  

=========================================================================== 
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Of Elsternwick Park  

It should be a case of “once bitten, twice 

shy”, but we have taken the liberty of lifting 

another old photo from Richard’s Facebook 

page, this on the subject of Elsternwick Park.  

Which these days is the headquarters of the 

VAFA and has been since the mid-1960s. 

(Avert your eyes, please, Philippe Batters.) 

It was apparently, allegedly, taken some time 

in 1940. 

Times have of course changed, which is 

probably a good thing, because otherwise we 

would never have won the Club 18 

Premierships of 2012 and 2016, both of 

which were played on a Sunday. 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 

=================================================================================================== 

A fairly regular feature: Did he Mark It?                      21 April 2012 
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Left photo below:  5 June 2010. Reserves at Como       

Right photo below: 27 April, 2012.  We’d be pretty certain the Ormond player didn’t.  

But rather confident the OGS player (Will Harris?) did. Confirmed externally. It was Will Harris; 

how could I have doubted it? 

 

Did He Mark Either of Them?   

Reserves Premiership player of 2005 and 2007 Simon O’Brien has long been a gift which keeps 

on giving when it comes to the question posed above. 
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But we’ll also use this to add to our 100-game 

player section as well. Obbie totalled 116 games 

for the Club from 1997, playing his 100th in 2006, his 

115th in 2007, and was brought back into the Thirds 

for one final game in 2010. In a move which still 

sparks controversy and heated debate to this very 

day. 

He co-coached the Under 19 premiership side of 2012 

with his brother Danny, and was Club Secretary from 

2005 to 2012, the second largest number of years 

served by anyone in our history, with only David Mims’ cumulative total being the greater. 

Way to go yet, Jake. 

And returning for the last entry for Did He Mark It? Donald Sahlstrom in June 2013  

                                                             

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Probably just a co-incidence                     November 2020 
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Congratulations 

Congrats to Women’s Senior Coach 2018 and 2019 and current Committee member Toby 

Boyle and Roz.  

“Roz and I welcomed Stella Mae 

Boyle into the world on Sunday 

night (8 Nov?) at 8:35pm. She is 

flying and Roz is recovering well 

and a wonderful mum already. 

Hoping to get Stella down to 

Como in 2021 to cheer the 

Oggettes on!” 

Bring it on! 

(With Tachyglossus) 

Toby distinguished himself by 

coaching the women in practice 

matches one special day in March 

2019, as the following extract 

from Lemon’s Lines shortly after 

indicates: 

5) Congratulations Senior 

Women’s coach Toby Boyle 

Really nice item on the Club’s 

Facebook page after the first 

practice matches on 16 March: 

“Shout out to Toby Boyle’s 

dedication to the cause...showing 

up on his WEDDING DAY to coach 

the girls against Old Xavs in this 

morning’s practice match! 

                           What a coach!” 

The practice match was at Deakin Uni, Waurn 

Ponds.              

We received the following additional info, 

“Married at Baie Winery - on the edge of Lake 

Connewarre.  
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Presumably, at the earliest, the wedding was mid-afternoon. Either that or Toby arrived at 

Lake Connewarre with an army, a convoy, of Traffic Police in hot pursuit. 

And also, presumably, there was not a three-month honeymoon being taken in the south of 

France. Toby attended the Coaches’ Corner event last Friday.” 

=================================================================================================== 

Of Pivot Guest Speakers 

We have over the years been able to attract a number of highly acclaimed guest speakers for 

these Lunches (held two or three times a season, mainly at Como). Names which leapt out 

initially include renowned football journalist Caroline Wilson, John Landy (when Governor of 

Victoria), Nicole Livingstone (former Olympian and current head of AFLW), and Frank Costa 

(former Geelong Cats President).  

And the following also leapt out - belatedly - after my memory had been suitably jogged, 

poked and prodded: James Sutherland, Terry Daniher, John Harmes, Mark Neeld, Anthony 

Ingersen, James McDonald, Paul Sheahan, Brad Hodge, John Hastings, Jon Anderson, Tom 

Hawkins, Peta Searle, Greg Davies, Lily Mithen, Hugh Seward, Bill Brownless, Neil Roberts, 

Lachie Henderson, Mike Fitzpatrick, Rodney Hogg, Andrew Mackie and Ian Cover. 

(You know the drill: anyone feeling aggrieved by an omission, or even an inclusion, the contact 

email address is: lemmododo@gmail.com) 

And there is also this gentleman below.  

An Old Geelong Collegian, Gideon Haigh was speaker at a Pivot Lunch back in late August 

2007, and is photographed below at Como on 14 November this year, an opener in the 

process of carrying his bat, and top scoring with 47 not out, for the South Yarra Cricket Club’s 

D Section side.    

Gideon would probably be Australia’s 

(if not the world’s, but I’ve not yet 

checked in relation to Uzbekistan and 

a couple of others) best-known 

cricket journalists (he does much in 

The Australian) and prolific author of 

books (his writing of two of them 

roughly equates to my production of 

one edition of Lemon’s Lines), most 

but not all relating to cricket at the 

highest level, past and present. 

 

                               Off the full face of the bat 
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This all, of course, leads us, seamlessly, co-incidentally, and 

without the slightest hint of corruption, to promote a 

publication just released by Hardie Grant Books. (Nick 

Hardie Grant being a past player of the Club, having played 

39 games 2013-2015, and featuring crucially in the Firsts’ 

Premiership win of 2016.)  

From their website:  A Hardie Grant Books book 

  
Geoff Lemon takes on The Comeback Summer of cricket, 
in this gripping follow-up to the multi-award-winning Steve 
Smith’s Men.  

  
At the height of the 2019 season, the biggest names in 
Australian and English cricket faced off for sporting glory – 
and public forgiveness. It was always going to be a 

summer to remember. Steve Smith, captain of the Australian team, a batsman with a shot at 
rivalling the greatest of all time. Ben Stokes, star of the English team, an all-rounder with a 
knack for moments of genius. Both disgraced in scandals of very different kinds. Both 
attempting a tough comeback trail through the most crucial contests in cricket: the World 
Cup back-to-back with the Ashes. 

Geoff Lemon was there, in the commentary boxes and on the boundaries, for this season 
of unparalleled drama on the field. The Comeback Summer is an insightful, lively and sharp 
take on the cricketing world, which asks why we’re so obsessed with the idea of sport as a 
means of redemption. 

I’ve not yet seen, let alone read, the book, but can assure readers that like Gideon Haigh, my 

nephew Geoff Lemon has never played cricket at an elite level either. 

Should these Lines actually be published before Christmas (Ladbrokes’ latest odds: “Yes”, 

57%; “Christmas Day”, 1%, but happy birthday Mr. Wright Junior; “Before”, 42%), can we 

suggest it might be a good Christmas present for somebody?      <Note to self: check that adds up to 100%> 

Final siren sounds in the gathering, if not gathered, gloom, 2016. Coaches’ Runner Nick Hardie 

Grant in the pink. One of the most important jobs of the day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.hardiegrant.com/au/books
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A very brief note about Gosch’s Paddock 

Known simply as 'Cow Paddock' back in the 1870's when the land was used for grazing, nearer 

the turn of the century the land was leased by the Melbourne City Council to William Henry 

Gosch as a holding area for his local transport company's horses. 

For many years it has been used for various recreations and organised sports such as cricket, 

football, soccer, rugby and touch football. 

In 2008 Gosch's came under the management of Melbourne and Olympic Parks, having 

previously been under the control of the City of Melbourne.  

==================================================================================================== 

The Team of the Decade 2010-2019 

This was announced after the 

AGM, and as far as I am aware has 

not caused any major arguments 

or great dissention. Certainly, I 

have not received any death 

threats, nor have there been 

attempts to fire-bomb my car. 

(Which, if successful, could only 

increase its value, anyway. It is a 

1994 Mazda 323 Astina. When I 

recently booked it in for a 

quarterly service, I was asked how 

much it had done since the 

previous one. The answer was 

about 17.5 kilometres.) 

The following additional note was 

also sent out the time:  

“A tough job to narrow the list of 

79 eligible players into 22 with the 

likes of Tristan Mountjoy 

(ineligible as only played 18 

games), Jez Netylefold, Carl Joyce, 

Charlie Fairbairn, Jock Grimshaw, 

Rupert de Crespigny, Shaw 

Kitchen and Tom Lyons all 

narrowly missing on selection.” 

We are wondering if Jez Netylefold, who I struggle to remember, is any relation of Jez 

Nettlefold, who I do remember quite clearly. 
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We would be pretty certain that Ryan McEvoy’s selection in the Team of The Decade resulted 

from his career early in the decade rather than his one comeback game in the Thirds in 2019. 

 

In 2010    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is understood that another Team of the Decade, for 2000 to 2009, is on its way. I am leaving 

my car parked out the front in the street for easy access. 
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Community 

It seems a very, very long time since the 

Club’s one and only physical 

contribution/involvement for 2020 – namely 

the Herring Island working bee in early 

March.  

One suspects the weeds will have been 

growing back enthusiastically, prolifically 

and unhindered ever since. 

We have, however, been pleased to give 

digital promotion to a number of causes supported by Club members since, including 

-  Jake Ward, “Pies” Morwood: for Oxfam Trail Walker 

-  Angus McKillop and Nick Neeson: Melbourne to Sydney cycle for the Black Dog Institute  

-  Will Evans: fundraising walk for Prostate Foundation Australia 

(And in early March we did offset the cost of the carbon emissions expected for the 

Clubrooms and the training lights at Como for the whole of season 2020. Somebody did OK 

out of that, but it wasn’t us.) 

Club events we have had to cancel this last non-season have been the usually-annual Clothing 

Drive in support of the Prahran Mission, and also providing some help for food-rescue charity   

SecondBite. 
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In relation to the second-mentioned, a number of years ago the Club got involved with 

assisting SecondBite following a discussion between then-President Jim Legoe and former 

Stonnington Councillor Sarah Davies. This has resulted in the Club supplying a number of 

small teams of mainly players to assist with a few Sunday afternoon food-rescues at both 

South Melbourne and Victoria markets each season. 

For obvious reasons that did not happen in 2020, but we are interested to see that SecondBite 

is running a December funds appeal this year, with donations received to be matched in total 

up to $50,000 by a number of organisations, including Club Sponsors Abercromby’s Real 

Estate. 

The CEO of Abercromby’s Andrew Harlock is a past player of the 

Club (18 games 1979) and our Women’s Reserves Assistant Coach 

in 2018 and 2019, Sam Goddard (left), is a Director of Abercromby’s. 

If readers would like to give some help to SecondBite, whilst getting 

Abercromby’s to pay up big as well, please go to 

https://www.givenow.com.au/secondbitematchingheroappeal 

Want to make DOUBLE the 

IMPACT with your donation? 

Introducing SecondBite's Matching 

Hero Appeal - Delivering DOUBLE 

the IMPACT this Christmas. 

Donate to our Matching Hero 

Appeal between December 1 

and December 24 and your donation will be doubled! 

That's right, doubled! 

 

================================================================================== 

https://www.givenow.com.au/secondbitematchingheroappeal
https://www.givenow.com.au/secondbitematchingheroappeal
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Elections to High Office  

And not one tweet from any of them since, nor claims of electoral fraud, poisoned postal 

votes or the like from those who didn’t make it 

Previous two editions referred, somewhat obliquely, to Stephanie Reeves (Stewart) standing 

for the Board of the (equally oblique) Royal Automobile Club of Victoria, and we can now 

report she was successful. 

And we can also reveal that two past players were elected to Council positions in the recent 

municipal elections in Victoria. (We only found out afterwards that they were standing, so can 

take no credit for the successful result, or blame for attempting to influence the outcome. 

Jamie Bell - was elected to the Colac Otway Shire Council. 

(The following almost certainly did not appear in the CV with his campaign material, but we 

will note it here anyway: 

     *  Member 2005 Firsts Premiership team – furthest right (along with Charlie Fairbairn and   

Hugh McCarthy) 

 

       * Firsts Best & Fairest in the same year, and again in 2010 

       * Runner-Up to Firsts Best & Fairest 2009 

       * 100th game 2009; 134 games 2003 to 2011 

 ---------------        
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Bruce Harwood   - no stranger to public office; has 

been elected to the Greater Geelong City Council 

(Kardinia Ward) 

58 games 1988-1991, member Firsts Premiership 

team 1990, Firsts Captain and Best & Fairest 1989. 

(Following his solicitor’s letter, we have found a 

different photo this time after hours of searching.) 

We note that Bruce has also recently become a 

member of the Old Geelong Collegians general 

committee and also has a close and long connection 

with the Geelong Amateurs Football Club. 

On that subject, a five-game practice-match day has 

apparently already been arranged with the Geelong 

Amateurs on Saturday 27 March at Queens Park in 

Geelong. (Five games!! There could be a bit of dew 

kicked off the ground that morning if there’s any 

moisture around.) 

=================================================================================================== 

From the Archives 

After Life Member Graeme Goldsworthy passed away earlier in the year (see Edition 8), I was 

asked by the Club if I had any photos of Graeme and son Matt together, and in saying “no”, 

and for possibly the first time ever, I was wrong. We recently came across the following shot 

taken at Como after a match, in 2005, when looking for a different one. Others in the photo 

are Michael Davis, furthest left, and John Manton, furthest right. 
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Flashback Fridays and the Club’s Facebook and Instagram Pages 

Over the past months, James Legoe has continued to present this section on the Club’s social 

media pages on a regular basis. We know many of our mature-age members do not often get 

round to looking at these platforms (indeed I often forget, unless I’ve posted some of my 

match or training photos, and am keen to see how many “Likes” I’ve got. If any. Maybe some 

training shots next week!) 

Some of Jim’s recent items have been on:  

* his brother Henry (certain whiff of corruption there, I would have thought),  

* the dual premierships of 1990,  

* the dual premierships of 2005, 

* Jason Barry and his new business,  

* the OGFC golf trip to New Zealand in October 2019  “One of the few things that beats 

playing football at the OGs is the friendships you build at the OGs. This time last year a 

collective of 20 past Oggers (with 2,146 cumulative games between them) ventured to 

Queenstown on their annual golf trip.” 

* Mark Avery, * John Forster, * Andrew Power, * Angus MacDonald, * Sam Long, *Steve 

Lansdell and wait, there’s more…………. 

 

 

==================================================================================================== 
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Semi-Historical Find 

It has taken a while, but the Editor has discovered that he has forgotten 

to remember to arrange for four brief video clips taken shortly after the 

Firsts GF win 2016 by 1990 Captain Cullen Gunn to be given the publicity 

they deserve. Unfortunately, at the moment and in accordance with his 

usual battles with any technology developed after 1913, he (the editor) is 

still trying in vain to find a way to get them onto the web.  

Instead, links to them might appear in the first set of Lines in 2021.  

==================================================================================================== 

* Stop Press (3) – sad news for those who are unfortunate enough to have read the protocols 

referred to back on Page 2; they have now been replaced by a new set. Which are available 

on application to this publication. 

* Stop Press (4) - if we think we’ve had it tough this year, and of course so many have, in so 

many ways, and in no way do I make light of the situation here - try this from an organisation 

with which I’ve a minor connection in Africa, in the (So-called but Not Entirely) Democratic 

Republic of the Congo: 

“As we re-orientate OCP programs around the various health issues in eastern DRC which 
include not only COVID-19 but also Monkeypox, an outbreak of Plague, and a new occurrence 
of Ebola in central DRC, we continuously have to adjust our movements against a backdrop 
of violence and insecurity which continues unabated in the highlands along the Uganda and 
Rwanda borders making travel by road extremely perilous.”                           No picnic 

* Stop Press (5) - Via the Geelong Advertiser November, passed on just recently 

The son of a Geelong Brownlow Medallist is set to pursue an NRL Career after receiving a “life-

changing” college scholarship in the US. 

Right: Joe last year. (I 

did keep a couple, but 

only a couple, of that 

game.) 

 

 

 

 

 

“Joe played junior football with Bell Park and St Joseph’s and 

had a season with Portarlington before stints with VAFA clubs Old Scotch and Old Geelong.” 



 

24 
 

Which leaves us shaking our head, Joey. Was coaching and playing with Old Geelong not “life- 

changing” enough!??? Unber-bloody-lievable!!  

Not sure when you would be heading over, perhaps not immediately, but do let us know in 

due course, as it will probably necessitate yet another communication with my friendly, 

financial facilitators on the Indian sub-Continent. 

* Stop Press (6) - “Stonnington also require a COVID safe plan to be submitted before they 

will approve our tenancy application for 2021.” Hopefully, presumably, a template of that 

submitted in relation to 2020 remains.  

* Stop Press (7) - Incoming Mail (4) from past player and 

wonderful supporter Sandy Hunter who helps me out with 

the proofing and who commented on the golf trip to New 

Zealand in October 2019 OGFC:  

“NZ trip also included son Rob! (much more accomplished 

golfer than footballer!)” 

Ah yes, the Brutal Burden of having a Famous Footballing 

Father. Mind you Sandy, you could be right. Whilst I do recall 

seeing you kick ten one afternoon in the Firsts at Como, I do 

struggle to remember seeing Rob boot even one, anywhere. 

However, I hasten to add (in order to ward off more legal 

action) as equally accomplished a cricketer as a golfer, with a 

number of tons, captaincy and at least one Premiership with the Old Geelong Cricket Club. 

 

* Stop Press (8) – Incoming Mail (5)    

“Bless you for keeping the flag flying Pete!” 

===================================================== 

With major thanks to Jim Legoe for all of his assistance with input of information for these 

notes. This will be the last edition of Lemon’s Lines, at least for 2020. We hope all readers 

remain strong, safe and calm in coming weeks, and that there will be a full football season in 

2021. 

==================================================================================================== 

Any contributions for these notes:  lemmododo@gmail.com 

Oh, and yes, the currant was deliberate. 


