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Lemon’s Lines – a reasonably regular production of divergent and often totally haphazard 

and unrelated themes somewhat connected to the Old Geelong Football Club, with occasional 
historical snippets thrown in, compiled by Peter Lemon                       2019 Edition 9      24/5/19 

 

 

In this edition 

* Last Saturday at Como (including 

mayhem near Como North) 

*  Thick & Thin 

* Former Cats’ star Ben Graham to 

speak at Coaches’ Corner event in July 

* More on the new training lights 

* Some notes about The Youngmans 

and Working for the Man. (Finally. This 

item has been a long time in the making.) 

* Some more history on the Como Park 

area – 1936: “a still greater breeding 

ground for flies and disease.” 

* Some thoughts on Lemon’s Lines 
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Last Saturday (mainly) at Como 

“One out of two” at each of three venues where OGS’ sides played last week. At Como the 

Under 19s were flatter than Lake Como (Italy, not that I’ve been there) on a windless day for 

the first half, but lifted dramatically in the third term and got within just a couple of points in 

the last before the opposition steadied. Disappointing to have a number of our best players 

out injured, but nice to see those same blokes there helping out as match-day officials. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am still trying to work out the physics behind this photo. 

The Thirds put in a really good performance against Swinburne Uni (their Firsts) and it is 

interesting how high the standard of this competition has become. Whilst for old time’s sake 

we did manage a number of Handballs to Complete Disadvantage, and blistering short passes 

straight onto the chest (of opposition players), we did a lot of things really well. After dropping 

the first three matches, we have now won the last three. 
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Thick & Thin Round 

This was given prior and greater coverage in last week’s 

notes.  “A @vafahq initiative to 

help remove the stigma around 

mental health. Too often there 

is a focus on physical well-being 

but mental well-being is as 

equally important. So, let’s 

support our fellow Oggers 

through Thick and Thin!” 

It was marked by all our sides which played away last 

Saturday, but not at Como because somebody chose to move the relevant strapping tape 

from where it had been carefully placed early in the day and it could not be found. Until 

Monday. Still, hopefully, the thought and the message were still there. 

Cathie’s Sausage Sizzle 

Despite many players not finding out about it until the day, Cathie Kemp’s sausage and 

hamburger sizzles (one for the Under 19s, and another one later for the Thirds after their 

games) were well supported and most appreciated. Thank you. 

Meanwhile, Mayhem Across the Road 

In the last quarter of the Unders, the Thirds went across Alexandra Avenue for their warm-up 

on Como North – only for a driver leaving his parking spot to have some sort of a “turn” or 

get his foot jammed on his accelerator. Result was a series of dough-nuts by the café, and 

some seven parked vehicles smashed into. Thankfully no-one, including any of our players, 

hurt, but at one stage it looked as if the offending car was going to end up in the river. 

--------------------------- 

 

 

 

================================================================================================ 
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Coaches’ Corner Luncheon 

Jimmy Legoe has just locked in former Cats star and Captain Benny Graham to be our guest 

speaker at next Coaches’ Corner Function, on Friday 12th July.  So, start to spread the word 

to anyone that you think might be interested.  More details and booking arrangements soon. 

And with the VAFA bye the following day, it will be possible for players to attend. 

 

=================================================================================================== 

New Training Lights – a Weekly Update:  

Following on the items in last week’s notes, we are 

pleased to report that the concrete pours of the 

bases actually started a day or so early. While we 

remain cautiously optimistic in relation to the 

anticipated opening date of 17 June, we’re often 

reminded that the saga of the lighting is part of a 

long, bumpy and often winding road, indeed a rich 

and varied tapestry stretching back to the dawn of 

recorded time: 

Extract from Weekly Notes April 22, 2003, 

“Well, it was too much to hope for. As we came down the hill last Thursday all the training 

lights were working, and were even boosted by a full moon.  But at 7.25pm some bloody over-

ride switch placed by the council cut in – and all but two of the light towers went out for the 

rest of the evening, and then all the rest turned themselves off a few minutes later. We 

understand that the Secretary (David Mims) has been in contact with the Council on a near-

to-daily basis over the past month – and we can’t understand why it takes such a Herculean 

effort for them to get it right. (At least the moon remained unaffected.)” 
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As somebody who has spent a lot of time photographing wildlife over many years, can I 

suggest, Alistair, that the front end of an animal usually makes for a better angle? 

==================================================================================================== 

Lemon’s Lines 

The Club has started gradually placing past editions onto the its Website, going backwards, 

and they can be accessed on http://www.oldgeelong.com.au/the-club/publications/lemon-s-lines 

 

(I offered them big money to not use that photo on the right, which they obviously declined.  

Which, considering that the Club has fewer non-playing financial members this year than 

last, seems rather strange.) 

I usually only put in my email address in each week at the end to fill in space rather than with 

any reasonable expectation of anyone sending something in, but we did receive this from a 

member after the previous edition: 

“Dear Pete, Just wanted to say I was very pleased to read your tribute to Hamish Seller 

(returning) and also condolences to Charlie Crozier who did his knee.... football is such a fickle 

sport at times... and your writings have a way of keeping everyone in the loop and reminded 

of the club we play for and the bonds that tie us together (history and the like).  Many thanks 

for all you do.”  

Perhaps it is worth the hours and the effort. 

================== 

Oggalution  

There is a racehorse in which a number of people connected with the club, closely or 

otherwise, have a share, or a part share, or a tiny share. We are pleased to advise that it 

achieved its best result to-date, coming second in Race 3 at Wangaratta yesterday. 

From Alistair Ewart  

G’day Guys,  

The Old Geelong horse Oggalution was an unlucky second 

today she ran really well and like Ogs she is very talented. 

I had a couple of Old Collegians come up to me. So she is 

a good marketing tool for the Club and a great way to get 

people re connected with the footy club as we push for 

premier. 

http://www.oldgeelong.com.au/the-club/publications/lemon-s-lines
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The Youngmans, and The OGFC Jobs Network and “Benno” Makes it Bigtime 

The Youngman name has been prominent around the OGFC for some decades. Harry 

Youngman played 47 games for the Club 1986-1988 and was a member of the Reserves 

Premiership side of 1988. Twins Sam and Charlie started playing some games for the OGS 

Unders in 2012, or helping in other ways, whilst still at school.  They both then went on to be 

members of the 2016 Firsts Premiership side of 2016. With Charlie and Sam currently working 

in NSW, 2019 marks the first year there has not been a Youngman playing for the Club for 

some time. 

 

 

<2016 

 

 

                

2012> 

 

 

But 

The Club prides itself on having been able to secure work - short-term, 

part-time, or greater - for a number of its members over a number of 

years. We’ve mentioned a few of the more recent cases already this 

season, and we’ll now add another more detailed one in relation to U19 

player Paddy Whittakers, who spent much of last summer working for 

Harry and Min Youngman. 

“Below is a brief (his word, not mine – Ed) recount of my time at the 

three farms I worked on over summer (Ardgartan, Wando Estate and 

Tiverton). I refer to Benno who is a kelpie who has been at Ardgartan 

for quite some time and who I think deserves a mention if you've got 

the space for him.   

“My initial meeting with Harry Youngman was arranged by a great 

friend Jon Anderson (we are not quite sure if it is the Jon Anderson or just a Jon Anderson – 

Ed), who I believe got in touch with Harry through the OGS Club President Jimmy Wright. 

After discussing areas of interest in the agriculture industry relating to engineering and 

agriculture in general Harry offered me the opportunity to work for him over the summer to 

gain some experience. Having only worked on small local farms previously I was very keen on 

experiencing the large scale, well-organised, efficiency of the farm I would soon come to 

thoroughly enjoy working on. So, I started working for Harry near the beginning of December 

2018 at his family's sheep and cattle farm, Ardgartan, located just 30 minutes west of 
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Hamilton. Over the course of the summer I also worked for two weeks at Wando Estate (just 

north of Casterton) and for two weeks at Tiverton (near Mortlake).  

“Harry and Min (that’s Min in contemplative mood after 

the GF win 2016 - PL) very graciously allowed me to stay in 

their incredible home on the farm at Ardgartan where we 

worked eight-hour days come rain, hail or hot, hot sun. I 

worked mostly under the instruction of manager Mark Hill 

who is a wealth of knowledge and easy to work for as he 

was always willing to give clear concise instructions. Jobs 

at all three properties included but were certainly not 

limited to: fencing, mustering sheep and the occasional 

cow, jetting, dipping and drenching sheep, cleaning the 

sheep yards, weening, checking and repairing troughs, light demolition/building work and 

plenty more fencing (particularly droppers).  

“One of the most incredible opportunities afforded to me was 

the chance to work with 'Benno' who was keen to work when it 

suited him and who managed to get the job done despite my 

instructions which at times may well have confused rather than 

guided him. The work was quite similar at Wando Estate under 

Tom Sweeney and overseer Josh, although the terrain was far 

more undulating when compared to the largely flat paddocks of 

Ardgartan. Tiverton was completely different in that the focus 

was on land conservation as opposed to the livestock farming 

of Ardgartan and Wando. I was involved in upgrading the 

security of the six-foot electric fence and in its regular patrols to 

ensure no breaches from foxes or feral cats. I am very grateful 

for the experience and am eager to continue learning there in the future as I can see there is 

so much more to modern farming and the technology involved than meets the eye. Thank 

you to Harry, Min, Mark, Josh, Mitch, Zac, Tom, Georgina, 

Tim, and Flavia in particular and to everyone involved with 

Ardgartan, Wando and Tiverton and I hope to see you again. 

Special mention to Will Clerk (now another U19 player) who 

I was also working with throughout the summer.   

I'd be more than happy to give more detailed information 

if need be or to talk to people who may be interested in 

doing similar work.” 
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More history of the Como Park area: The Age, Sat 13 June, 1936 

BOULEVARD "SCENERY."  Council's Filthy Tip. BOARD'S USEFUL ISLAND. Dredged Rubbish 

Deposited. 

“Germ-ridden filth, which is being placed beside the Yarra boulevard within a pebble's throw 

of Como Park South Yarra has become an eyesore and a menace to the health of residents of 

Richmond, South Yarra and Toorak. Garbage and rubbish of all descriptions are being dumped 

by Prahran council on either side of the boulevard within a few hundred yards of Church-street 

bridge, and the unsightly deposits are offensive both in appearance and smell. 

The council will doubtless find some excuse for the objectionable tip, but the Metropolitan 

Board can find none for the unpleasant deposits of mud, snags and rubbish which it is now 

dredging from the river and placing on the island formed many years ago when a channel was 

cut through the old quarry on the Richmond bank. 

When the cut project was first mooted several years ago the board ignored the alternative 

proposal that the old course of the river should be properly shaped to prevent flooding. At 

huge cost, never yet disclosed, the board cut through the bluestone wall of the quarry to give, 

it was thought, two channels for the river and thus minimise the danger from floods.  

The result has been that the original channel has been almost silted up, and filled with an 

immense amount of foul debris. At present the board, at heavy expense, is using scoops to 

drag this material from the bed of the stream and from the bank of the island, and to deposit 

it on the top of the island, where it is sluiced over the area. Similar action, at considerable cost, 

will apparently be necessary after every big flood, and the island, in conjunction with the 

council's deplorable eye-sore, will become a still greater breeding ground for flies and 

disease.” 

 

 Not a fly in sight (but perhaps the black plastic bags were full of them): just short of 80 years later, 

the OGFC doing its bit on Clean-Up Australia Day, 2016 
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THIS WEEK 

We have four teams back at Como this Saturday with the two women’s sides (first match 

starting 08.40) followed by the Men’s Reserves, and then Firsts in what appears to be a pretty 

crucial match in relation to the Club’s quest to stay in Premier B section at the end of this 

season. 

Congratulations to 

Shaggy Tivendale (left) 

who plays his 50th game 

for the Club, and to Winx 

Simson who I think is 

playing his first game in the 

Ones. 

As Jimmy Legoe might 

attest, I am not thinking 

very straight this week – I 

initially typed in Winx Gubbins, who is actually Harry and Chris Gubbins’ Mum.) 

The Parents and Supporters Casual Lunch will be on for a couple of hours from Noon. “About 

35 have registered so far.  Many of the female players and some men’s seniors will also be in 

attendance.”  

================================================================================================= 

Nearing the end: (1) From the Archives - photo July 2012 

Then Firsts Coach Frank Dunell, with Firsts’ Coach of 1973-1975, Col McDonald 
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             (2) My totally Non-OGFC-Related Photo of the Week          © Peter Lemon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                A low portage on the Franklin River, February 1983 

 

The photos in his edition were taken by Peter Lemon, excepting the shots of Benno and Oggalution, Thick & Thin, and the 

ones with him in them. 

 

Space Filler: if anyone has anything to contribute for next week’s notes, please send an 

email to lemmododo@gmail.com - preferably by Wednesday evening. 

mailto:lemmododo@gmail.com

