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Lemon’s Lines – an intermittent production of divergent and often totally haphazard and 

unrelated themes somewhat connected to the Old Geelong Football Club, with occasional 

historical snippets thrown in, compiled by Peter Lemon              2019 Edition 13                   28/6/19 

The Reserves take the field at Como 

==================================================================================================== 

In this week’s edition 

* Last Saturday (Players in the Mud) 

* Last Sunday (Players in the Mist) 

* The New Training Lights - The Weekly 

Update (this might be one of the last such 

reports) 

* A Star of the 1960s leaves us 

* More entries on the Family Trees 

* Golfers Galore 

* Wright Expectations 
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* Last Saturday  

Saturday 22 June, the shortest day of the year, provided precious little in the way of warmth 

and sunshine for the OGFC when it came to results. 

And the following day (despite it lasting a noticeable two or three seconds longer) did not 

bring any cheer on the results-front either for the girls’ teams. 

On Saturday, the Unders started proceedings at Como against South Melbourne, and reduced 

a 45-point loss from Round 2 to a more respectable 20-point deficit. On a couple of occasions 

in the second and final quarters we were able to draw level but could not go on with it. 
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The Men’s Reserves then had a highly comfortable win against Beaumaris, to level our 

win/loss ratio for the year, in conditions which saw the cricket-pitch areas rated as heavy. 

 

I had a bad feeling that after the heroics at 

Geelong College the previous Saturday the Men’s 

Firsts might struggle to repeat the performance, 

and after a reasonable first half that 

unfortunately became the case.  

Mind you, Beaumaris, after a slow start to their 

season, had defeated the highly-fancied Uni 

Blacks the previous week. 

The Thirds (away and unphotographed – it is 

believed their coach Toby Blatchford is furious, 

indeed incandescent with rage) made it seven 

wins in a row. Which almost certainly is a record 

for that side, going back to the dawn of time, but 

we have no way of substantiating that claim. 
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Last Sunday 

Our two women’s teams took the field at Xavier College in decidedly chilly and foggy 

conditions, the Reserves starting at 9.20am. Possibly a case of kicking the grass off the dew. 

It was nice to see quite a number of players from our Saturday sides out there to support 

them, but unfortunately for the second time this year we were unable to record a win in either 

match. 

 

    Between games 

Might be a thought for our “merch” people. We rather think that that dog in the middle is 

wearing an Old Xavs dog jacket. 

(Thankfully I have rabies pre-exposure vaccination coverage, and they all seemed pretty 

normal anyway.) 

“Real Winter's footy day on Sunday at Xavier College. Our Oggettes, one and all, performed most 

admirably, skilfully and gave the spectators a fantastic day out in spite of the "freeze"... Thank you Peter 

Lemon, for once again capturing all the grit, determination, passion and athleticism of both our amazing 

Women's Seniors and Reserves.” CathieKemp 
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The Firsts battled really hard all day in a high standard game. 

 

  

Above left: another entry in the Dancing Shiva contest? (See some previous editions.) 



 

6 
 

The New Training Lights - The Weekly Update  

I received this email from Cathie Kemp on Tuesday morning, 
 
“Please see the following and rejoice from Council: 
 
“The fourth floodlight will be installed today - then 
looking for a training-free night for the technicians 
to complete the aiming and adjustments of the 
lamps. 
 
So, fingers crossed we could have LIGHT after the 
Bye….” 
 
And I responded, 
 
“Thank you - I am looking forward to the time when 

a Weekly Update does not need to go into Lemon's Lines - because everything is fixed, finished, 
finalised, completed, done and dusted, and working perfectly.  
 
Of course, a week later everyone will just accept it as having been always thus and nothing to 
get excited about!  Taken for granted.” 
 
Of course, that is not the case. It has involved a hell of a lot of work, dating back years, indeed 
decades, on the part of a number of people, not least the above C.K., and we do hope that all 
that work will not be forgotten - at least for a fortnight. 
==================================================================================================== 

Unsung heroes 

Thank you as always to the people who assist with the many jobs around the place on match 

day. Including injured players Josh Hutley and Ed Ratcliffe last Saturday who were running 

water in the Reserves and I think then the Firsts. 
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121 games and twice Firsts Best & Fairest  

I only learnt last Saturday that past player of the early decades Tony Blazey died on 10 June.   

Tony played 121 games for the Club during the period 1960-1969; he was a member of the 

1966 Firsts Premiership side (furthest left), and won the Turnbull Trophy for Best & Fairest in 

1962 and again in 1967.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And that’s him (in the middle) perhaps being motivated by Coach Peter Scott’s three-quarter-

time address at St. Bernard’s, 1968. A couple of others appear to have been similarly affected. 

==================================================================================================== 
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More in the Family Tree: 

This photo was taken at Como in 1999, after a Firsts’ game (and one suspects before the days 

of proper and structured recoveries). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The gentleman on the left goes by the name of Stuart Higgins. He played 17 games that year 

and 15 the following, when he was Runner-Up to the Firsts B & F.  (I wonder if he still has the 

mug.) 

And he was at Como last Saturday watching his son in the Reserves. 
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Perhaps when I heard there had been a bloke in the Thirds by the name of Liam Higgins kicking 

a bag of goals in recent games (nine the previous week) I should have made a connection, but 

I didn’t. 

Anyway, Liam had been promoted to the Reserves last Saturday and Dad was there to watch 

the proceedings. We do not recall what number Stuart wore, but we are fairly sure it was not 

quite as high as Liam’s No. 71. 

 (Mind you when four-time Firsts Best & Fairest Colby O’Brien, who definitely retired after 

the Firsts Premiership win of 2016, and who definitely retired again at the end of last season, 

took the field for the Reserves last Saturday, he had No.95 on his back.  He was better known 

as No.3 for his first 200 games until the end of 2016, and then No. 32 until his second 

retirement until the end of 2018.) 

Colby managed but half of the 

game on Saturday – and a pretty 

good half it was too – before he had 

to leave at half time to fly down to 

Tasmania.  

However, his being named as OGS’ 

Best player has been roundly 

condemned in many quarters. 

Particularly by Harry Gubbins who 

was named a second best.  

=============================================== 

Golfers Galore 

The other two in the photo were James Taylor 

(middle) and Matt Fisher right.   

Club Secretary Jake Ward advises he and past 

player Will Reed played golf against Matt Fisher 

at Barwon Heads a couple of weeks ago.  

It seems that half of the past playing 

membership of the Club must have been 

involved in that event. Jake advises: 

 

“It was in the Sprague Cup at BHGC (a fourball match-play knockout played in pairs) – this 

year featuring such OGFC luminary pairs (plenty of others as well) as: 

- Me and Reedy 
- Rupert De Crespigny and his dad Richard 
- Alex Suvoltos & Mark Avery 
- Harry & John Graham 
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- Rich Herd & Matt Goldsworthy 
- Cal Wood & Sam Goddard 
- Jon Malpas & Hayden Timms (recent winner) 

 

I’ve probably missed quite a few or only one of the pairs played at OGs.  Recent past winners 

include Steve Lansdell, Sandy Hunter.” 

I like to try to put in as many photos as possible of people named in these notes if I can find 

them and have the time.  Unfortunately, I don’t think I have the required month to do so in 

relation to this edition. 

 

Briefly Back to the Family Trees 

The connection 

might not be quite 

so close but we can 

reveal that new 

player this year, 

Nick Morwood, is  

a third cousin to 

OGFC  Firsts Coach of 

2000, Tony 

Morwood.  

(And yes, I had to 

Google “third-

cousin”.) 

 

 

==================================================================================================== 

The black dog on the left, 

Maggie, being held on a 

leash by Club President 

Jim Wright (not pictured, 

and boy is he furious) last 

Sunday can expect some 

company around 28 

December, with Jen 

Wright expecting their 

first baby on that date. 

We wish them all the very 

best. 
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Changing Colours  

Not sure that Ali Kirkwood would have liked this communication we received from the mighty 

Geelong Cats on Monday, 

“Our women were in fine form (on Saturday), notching up their highest score of the year to 

defeat Casey by 29 points.” 

Ali played for Casey in the VFLW on that day - but was out Kew helping both of our women’s 

sides in the hoops on the Sunday. 

 

(On the subject of the Geelong Cats we have a Geelong Men’s jumper signed by the 2019 

players to be auctioned or raffled either at the Coaches’ Corner lunch in July, or at the Pivot 

Lunch at Como on 3 August.) 

and Changing photos 

The photo right, nice as it is (probably because I did not 

take it), has been the Header Photo on the Club’s 

Facebook page since it was taken.  

Which was during a practice match back in mid-March. 

Am I alone in thinking there is a case to be made for 

changing such photos from time to time? 

From the Archives (1) 

27/6/2009:   Two of 

those in this photo from 

ten years ago were on 

the field for OGS at Como 

last Saturday. 

Note the difference in 

the jumpers. 
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(2) From more recent archives: March 2017  - somebody got their wires crossed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After checking that it wasn’t full of money, the OGFC re-directed it to PO BOX 461 Geelong 

VIC 3220. 
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* We are pleased to advise that the OGFC head fitness adviser Jack Kerr is recovering well - 

after tearing a hamstring at training. 

* The publicity received by individuals appearing in the header for the Monday results email 

(as selected by email generator Matt Collister) and sent to the entire Club data-base of quite 

some hundreds can only be described invaluable. For example, to follow is last Monday’s. 

 

 

   

  

 

ROUND 10 RESULTS - OGS BOGGED DOWN AND FROZEN OVER  
   

 

We can only hope that players so featured have been advised that it has long been a tradition 

within the Club for them to tip the photographer at least $50 for this invaluable exposure.  

* Mind you, we have had a complaint: Nick Bourke said 

to me on Thursday evening, of this photo taken on 

Sunday at Xavier, could I not have got a better shot than 

that? 

If only he could have seen all the ones that were deleted. 

 

 

 

 

https://oldgeelong.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=59999a25c95932ab958a28a14&id=cd4696990d&e=98db4945a7
https://oldgeelong.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=59999a25c95932ab958a28a14&id=4e026d97b0&e=98db4945a7
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Recycling –  doing the right thing 

Each Thursday evening there is a meal available at a Como after training. Whilst players are 

encouraged to signify their likely attendance beforehand on an app for catering purposes, 

there are sometimes occasions when there is a surplus of food at the finish: I received this 

message from James Wright, 

“Matt Corney and Xenia Clark have taken the initiative and at the conclusion of Thursday 

dinner each week any excess food gets packaged up and delivered to the local Salvation Army 

crisis centre for redistribution. Only found out last night - what a great initiative for people 

less fortunate than us.” 

==================================================================================================== 

And not doing the right thing  

Contrasts a bit with the fact that when I went to put my 

food-scraps into the appropriate bin (which was 

immediately next to the yellow recyclable bin) after my 

meal last night, there were three soft-drink cans clearly 

visible in that food-scraps bin.  

I took them out and put them in the yellow bin. 

Surely it’s not hard to get that right, or maybe some - 

hopefully very few – just don’t get it.  

 

That ends this week’s notes – good luck to all sides tomorrow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


