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Lemon’s Lines – a reasonably regular production of divergent and often totally haphazard 

and unrelated themes somewhat connected to the Old Geelong Football Club, with occasional 
historical snippets thrown in, compiled by Peter Lemon                       2019 Edition 10      31/5/19 

 

In this edition  

* Last Saturday 

* Sam Anderson’s Last Quarter: leading to …. 

* Possible Lookalikes:  OGFC Men’s Coaches and The 

Boys from Bollywood? 

* Local Hero? More on the Mayhem across the Road 

(refer previous edition No.9)  

* Mini-Mayhem at Como North 

* The Como Lunch: leading to …. 

* Celebrity Bake-off 

* Ask the President 

 

Is this good enough photo coverage, Edward? 
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The new training light poles can be seen lying at the rear of the photo last Saturday. 

Note from Season 1983: “Attempts were being made to further upgrade the training lighting 

at Como.”  Note from Season 1984: “Approval has been given by Prahran Council for three 

new sets of training lights, replacing the two-existing pole-mounted sets at the club-house 

end and an additional set at Williams road end.”   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Last Saturday (Round 7, 25 May) 

In the gathering gloom – a description applicable equally to the amount of playing light and 

to my outlook on the state of the game - OGS Men’s Firsts went into three-quarter time 

trailing by two goals and having shown little sign of being able to cut back on a deficit which 

had increased since half time. 

(With both of the Women’s sides and the Men’s reserves having lost already at Como it was 

not shaping as one of the better days. I try to provide equal photographic coverage for all our 

sides over each two-week period, but woke on Saturday morning feeling lousy, only got to 

Como around midday, so apologies, girls, for missing your games.) 

However, the OGFC were 

made of sterner stuff and 

put together one of the 

better last term comebacks. 

Sam Anderson picked up a 

ton of kicks (most but not all 

of which were highly 

effective), Cal Wood booted 

three, Josh Hutley added 

one of the better ones off 

the ground – you might have 

almost called it a drop kick – 

as we added seven goals to 

one for a very important 

win.                                         In the gathering, nay, gathered, gloom 
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Out at Keysborough the Unders put in a second quarter reminiscent of the previous week, 

flatter than a billiard table, to trail by five goals at half time. They then fought back brilliantly 

in the second half, only to see Toby Lever’s shot for a draw after the final siren (he’d already 

kicked four) swing off line at the last moment and smack into the goal post. 

Better news at Waverley with the Thirds recording a sizeable win against bottom side 

Mazenod – our fourth in a row. Four of our players - Harry Gubbins, James Waterhouse,  Liam 

Higgins and Taylor McNab, managed five goals each and, despite not kicking any, Jono 

Thomson was named as our best.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Men’s Reserves at Como were jumped in the first quarter and trailed right through. There 

looked be a chance early in the last when three quick goals brought us back to within about 

seven points, but the momentum fell away and a further goal to Fitzroy saw them finish 13 

points ahead. 

Brooke McKay was our best in our Women’s Firsts match which was locked together at 1-7 

apiece at half time, but unfortunately that was the end of our scoring for the rest of the 

match!  

In the Women’s Reserves scoring was also a major problem and here, too, we finished the 

game with just one goal on the board as Old Xavs went on to inflict OGS’ first defeat for the 

season. 

This week we have yet another bye, which on top of the general bye on 8 June, will hardly 

leave our Women’s sides complaining about too much football. 

==================================================================================================== 
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The Parents’ and Supporters’ Casual Lunch  

 

A very pleasant and relaxed event and one really worth building on for next year. Nice to have 

a good number of parents in attendance, and to have some of our coaches and captains 

address the gathering. Incoming note: 

“Please thank the exceptional bakers who contributed the sweet things to the lunch:  Tess 

Lawless, Mandy Hall (two huge cakes), Libby Graham, Sophie Batten and Matt Kirkwood.”   

And for next year the organisers might like to know that Will Horsfall apparently does a truly 

unbelievable, extra special, top-of-the-range, home-made bread-to-die-for on a regular basis. 

==================================================================================================== 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

5 
 

* Local Hero? More on the Mayhem across the Road  

The previous edition of these notes contained the following item following on from Round 6 

(18 May): 

“In the last quarter of the Unders, the Thirds went across Alexandra Avenue for their warm-

up on Como North – only for a driver leaving his parking spot to have some sort of a “turn” or 

get his foot jammed on his accelerator. Result was a series 

of dough-nuts by the café, and some seven parked vehicles 

smashed into. Thankfully no-one, including any of our 

players, hurt, but at one stage it looked as if the offending 

car was going to end up in the river.” 

We’ve now received some more info on the incident from 

Sass Le Lievre: 

“Hi Pete, 

“Long-time reader, first time replier here. 

“I read your bit on "Meanwhile, Mayhem Across the Road" 

in Lemon’s Lines about the driver doing dough-nuts by Como 

North Canteen last Saturday and thought I'd let you know it 

was Oli "The Other" Le Lievre (see purple line) who stopped 

the car when it jammed in against a tree, engine still running 

and the driver with his foot caught under the brake pedal 

(Oli  likes to think of himself as some sort of a hero). 

“We're still waiting to hear back about whether there's 

going to be a statue of him put up at Como North, but as he 

was in his OGS gear when it all happened, if it goes ahead it will be some great publicity for 

the club.”  

Mini-Mayhem Across the Road. The 

Firsts went across the road for their warm-up 

during the last quarter of the Reserves last 

Saturday (Round 7). All was still, sedate and 

serene on the car parking front near the café 

but on Como Park North itself Scotty Dixon 

managed to run into a flying ball which 

smashed him right in the face.  

If you look at this photo taken later during the 

actual match closely, there’s a pretty solid 

black eye. Thankfully it didn’t blow up enough 

to threaten his vision during the game. 
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Sam Anderson’s last quarter (and Possible Look-Alikes) 

We mentioned Sam Anderson’s influence in the 

last quarter of the Firsts, with something like ten 

kicks, three marks, two goals and a couple of 

handballs. Hard to go past that. 

But there was one kick, after that mark in our 

forward pocket right next to the behind post, 

which may not have gained the approval of our 

coaching triumvirate up on the dugout.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        The triumvirate in the back – third quarter 

It was when Sam played on straight away, swung round a Fitzroy player and snapped for goal 

-  only to have the ball land out of bounds on the full, past the other behind post - that they 

were not entirely happy. 

This next picture was going to be my NON-OGFC-RELATED PHOTO FOR THE WEEK, but, having 

changed sides of the ground, when I glanced up at the coaches when Sam missed everything, 

I saw a distinct resemblance with the facial expressions in a photo I took in Kathmandu back 

in 1999, even if some of the hair colouring might not have been quite the same. 
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==================================================================================================== 

It was great to have Will Sloss back on the ground last Saturday after a leg injury in the final 

practice match, but equally disappointing to have Christian Hatzis on the side-lines after 

“doing” his knee the week before. 

==================================================================================================== 

From the Archives: mainly about the Club 18 

Going way back, the current Men’s Thirds were known as Club 18 Football and at the 

beginning it was in no way connected with the VAFA. It was basically an ad-hoc competition 

set up by a number of clubs with surplus players in the 1970s trying to give those players a 

game. The number of VAFA clubs using this comp started to increase and in due course the 

VAFA took it over.  

From its start until around 2010 OGS’ Clubbies were lucky to win more than a couple of games 

a season, and were effectively left to flounder with next to no help from the Club 

administration. (For those who know him, ask Roly Imhoff all about that.) Indeed, a highwater 

mark had been achieved in 1996 when it was noted: “The Club 18 had won 6 out of their 14 

games for the season. However, two of those wins were because OMs managed to play an 

unregistered player against us on both occasions.) 

This appalling photo, content-wise, was taken at Falkner Park South Yarra prior to a Clubbies 

match against the AMP Society in 1986 or 1987. The discreetly and delicately decorated 

rooms at Fawkner Park were a central point for the graffiti artistes of the area, and the Quit 

message and the concept of pre-game preparation did not seem to have filtered through to 

John Henderson (who did go on to play in he Reserves Premiership of 1988, perhaps by dent 
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of improved pre-match preparation), as did the bloke behind him, Chris Barnett who received 

extensive coverage in Lemon’s Lines, Edition 3 this season). 

As mentioned, during that entire period until 2012 Old Geelong Clubbies struggled to win 

more than a couple of games a year. And then it happened. In 2012. Things suddenly come 

together under the leadership of Andrew Catchlove and Nick Smith in that season as the side 

made the finals for the first time ever - and then won three games in a row.….. 
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Tim Bayles played his 200th game in that Premiership win. 

Nearing 200 

Nice to see our Firsts’ captain Cal Wood now entering the 

home straight for his 200th late in the season. He is due to 

play his 191st against Uni Blacks tomorrow on 1 June. 

When he gets there in Round 17 at Como, subject to the 

usual caveats, he will join an illustrious group of eleven 

other players to have reached that milestone.  

Photo below: John Mollard takes the field for his 200th 

game in 1987. 
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History of Como Park 

We detailed a few editions back the official opening of Como Park by the Governor of Victoria 

in October, 1934.  

A few weeks later at the start of December, parts of Victoria and Melbourne were hit by the 

heaviest rains ever recorded there. Como Park became once more a part of the Yarra and only 

the tips of trees along the Boulevard could be seen protruding above the waters. More on 

that next week. (The cyber-gods willing.) 

 

Ask the President 

Last season there were two occasions when questions were invited from Club membership 

directed to Jim Wright on any matters relating to the Club. As we move towards the halfway 

point of this season, there will be another such exercise in the next couple of weeks. 

If you would like to submit anything, please send your questions to him at  

oldgeelongfc@gmail.com by June 10. 

 

POST SCRIPT 

Various technical problems were encountered with the production of these notes this week.  

We apologise if you are reading these notes after their intended publication date of 31 May. 
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