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Lemon’s Lines – an intermittent production of divergent and often totally haphazard and 

unrelated themes somewhat connected to the Old Geelong Football Club, with occasional 

historical snippets thrown in, compiled by Peter Lemon                            2019 Edition 6      3/ 5/19 

==================================================================================================== 

 

 

In this week’s edition 

* Photographic Front-Runner 

* Family photos: A Certain Similarity? 

* Vale Brian Dawes; and of OGGFC Olympians 

* Third-quarter Blues 

* More History of Como Park  

24 October 1934, “COMO PARK, TOORAK.  OPENED BY THE GOVERNOR.”  Seven thousand 

in  attendance  

* From the Archives: OGFC Team of the Half Century, 2004 

* Jez Nettlefold is back 
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Front-Runner 

I was asked by one of the Under 19s at half-time of their match last week if I was getting any 

good shots. The answer is that to do this there are two pre-requisites: 

a) There needs to be strong sunlight, and  

b)  OGS need to be at least five goals in front. 

There were about five minutes of (a) on the day, and there was nothing of (b), which possibly 

explains the slim photo pickings right through the three matches at Como. 

 

  
=================================================================================================== 
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Some Years Later: A Certain Similarity? 

John Armytage, Firsts, 1979 

 

Nick Armytage, Under 19s, 2019 
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Vale Brian Dawes, and of OGGFC Olympians 

Yes, sadly we report on losing yet another player from the early days of the Club. 

 

We have been advised that Brian Dawes, fifth from the left at back, in this photo taken in 

1955, died a few weeks back. He played 29 games for the Club, mainly in a two-year period. 

Brian was one of no less than six players connected (or, in the case of two, later connected) 

with the Club who represented Australia in the Melbourne Olympic Games of 1956. 

* From OGGFC Notes of May, 1956: 

“John Landy’s name adds lustre to the training list, but in the national interest he won’t be 

picked this season.” (John Landy did play a few games for the Club the following year and for 

the Reserves when that side was founded in 1963.)  

* From the Football Club Notes of August, 1956:  

“Congratulations are due to three of our members for their selection to represent Australia in 

the Olympic Rowing events. Adrian Monger and Brian Dawes are two of our best footballers, 

and, of course, are unable to play this season. Garth Manton is, without any discussion nor 

even a close rival, our best barracker. Our supporters are only 25 per cent effective without 

Garth, and we would like to assure him he is sorely missed. (Due to rowing camps.) 

Whilst not playing for the Club in 1956, two other Olympians of that year, Bob Joyce (Shot 

Put), and John Chittick (Hurdles), went on to play for the Club in 1957 and 1958. John also 

represented Australia in Tokyo in the Olympic Games of 1960.  

That’s a total of six Olympians (and four bronze medals) connected with the football club. 

Something definitely not repeated since. 

==================================================================================================== 
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Last Week (and, “Should they abolish Half Time?”) 

Thank goodness for the Cats on Sunday, because it wasn’t much of a day for the Old Geelong 

Football Club on Saturday. 

(And should I put this next item in much smaller font?)  

With one sort-of exception, our OGFC Third Quarters leave room for improvement tomorrow: 

               OGFC               THEM 

Men’s Firsts                  1-3               6-2 

Men’s Reserves    0-0    2-2 

Men’s Thirds                    0-0                  5-3 

Women’s Firsts               0-0                   4-3 

Under 19s                         0-1                  4-4 

Women’s Reserves         1-6                  0-0 

 

The Men’s Firsts almost made it in a memorable last-quarter comeback. 

The good news is that the Men’s Reserves limited Parkdale to just nine goals on the day, but 

the bad news it that they limited us to just four! A dour battle of the backlines. 

The Men’s Thirds looked strong on paper, but the opposition were stronger where it counted: 

on the field. 

The Under 19s, playing their first game at Como, were competitive for much of the game, but 

lacked the opposition’s polish around the ball. 

The Women’s Firsts: went down by a solid margin. Will appreciate being back on Como this 

week. 

The Women’s Reserves were the only side to come out ahead, and that by just two points. 

At least we now have a percentage. 
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Of Volcanic and Weather Forecasts 

Had cause to check on some natural phenomena during the last few days: 

a) was Mt. Agung on Bali at risk of erupting again (it last erupted around 21 April)  and, if so, 

were the forecast winds in the wrong direction? (All OK there, which means we have about 

five players back for Round 4.) 

b) what was the weather forecast for tomorrow, Saturday, for Melbourne? 

Sort of OK – “a few showers” 

c) for reasons unrelated to the OGFC I needed to check the forecasts for Nairobi, Kenya. We 

like their turn of phrase: 

“APR 30 

A morning t-storm in spots 

“MAY 1 

Some sun; nice 

“MAY 2 

Clouds and sun; pleasant 

“MAY 3 

Partly sunny; beautiful” 

=========================================================================== 

Good News  

* Great to see Jez Nettlefold back in the selected side 

for the Reserves tomorrow. And it is hoped that the 

name Grimshaw will similarly start appearing in the 

next couple of weeks. 

* The Morning Tea for the Unders and parents after 

their game went really well. 

*Our Acting General Manager Xenia Clark did a terrific 

job around the Club at Como last Saturday and has 

been doing a lot of behind the scenes work ever since. 

========================================== 

OGS JOBS 

We didn’t know until last evening that Scotty Dixon, 

Tom Balcombe and Lily Burt are all working at 

Deloitte, thanks largely to Rhett Nicholas. 
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A Bit More History of Como Park (the photos have nothing to do with that era – they 

are simply there to break up the text.) 

From The Age, 24 October 1934 

“COMO PARK, TOORAK.  OPENED BY THE GOVERNOR. 

Gala Day for the Children. 

In the presence of a gathering of 7000 people, Como 

Park, Toorak, an area of 35 acres east of the Church-

Street Bridge, which has been reclaimed by the Prahran 

council from a swamp and converted into one of the 

most delightful playgrounds in the metropolis, was 

officially opened yesterday by the Governor. Thousands 

of pounds were spent in re-grading, draining and 

grassing the arena and the slopes of the natural grand-

stand which surrounds it, and after the recent rains the ground presented a picturesque 

setting for the children's sports, which were held in the afternoon. 

The opening ceremony was performed from a dais in the centre of the arena, where the 

Governor was welcomed by the mayor (Cr. W. M. Flintoft) on behalf of the council, and 

presented with an illuminated address embossed in gold, the work of the principal of Prahran 

technical school (Mr. A. R. Cattanach). 

In introducing Lord Huntingfield to the gathering, the mayor said that it was principally due 

to the foresight of a former mayor (ex-Cr. H. Embling) that the council had acquired the site, 

which in 1921 was known as the Como swamp. 

1961 – note no padding on goal posts in those days 
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As the council's funds were limited, the development of the park was gradually carried out, 

but in 1931 the project was advanced by the Public Works department contributing £2500 as 

portion of the unemployed relief work, and, in addition, the late Mr. Sidney Myer made 

available as a Christmas gift the munificent contribution of £5000, which generous action he 

repeated the following year. Under the direction of the council's curator (Mr. W. H. 

Greenwood) 112,000 loads of material were used in filling in the swamp and re-grading the 

land, which operation was finished last year.  

 

                               2017 – a packed forward line, or was it a backline? 

During the current year the oval was grassed, ornamental walls constructed and asphalt paths 

made at the foot of the sloping ground overlooking the arena. Hundreds of Australian trees 

had been planted on the rising ground, according to a scheme which in years to come would 

make the park one of the most attractive playing areas in the metropolis. Except for special 

occasions the park would be open for the enjoyment of the people every day of the year, and 

cricket, football and other sports would be played on the oval by local clubs and schools, but 

in every case the sport would be entirely amateur, and always free and open to the public. It 

was hoped that occasionally great musical demonstrations, such as that which the late Mr. 

Sidney Myer was arranging for at the time of his death, would take place on the oval, as it was 

the desire of the council that this magnificent open space should be used to the best 

advantage and for the free enjoyment of the citizens. (Applause.) 

In declaring the park open, the Governor said: — "Melbourne Is one of the most beautiful 

capitals of the world as a result of two factors—the remarkably wise and foreseeing planning 

of its city fathers and the munificence of its citizens. 

This lovely spot, which I have often admired in passing, is to become a lasting and precious 

heritage for the people of Prahran, because in 1921 Mr. Embling and the Prahran city council 

acquired the land, realising its vital importance for future development, and also because that 

public-spirited citizen, the late Mr. Sidney Myer, gave over £10,000 to provide work for the 

unemployed men, who developed the site under the curator's direction. I am delighted to come 

here to-day to declare this beautiful place open to the public under the name of Como Park.” 
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Luncheon was provided for the visitors, whilst the children were well catered for at lunch and 

evening tea and during the afternoon. There was an attendance of 6000 children from the 

various schools in the municipality, and they took part in competitive sports during the 

afternoon, silver cups being provided by the mayor and each councillor and prominent 

citizens as trophies for the winners.” 

 

 

It would only be a few weeks later that massive rains caused major flooding in many parts of 

Melbourne, with the Yarra River completely bursting its banks, covering Alexandra Avenue 

and turning Como into a lake. More on that when I next lack sufficient other material to put 

into these notes. Which will probably be next week. 

 

More Siblings Playing for the Club 

 

                   Harrison Jess                                     Jacob Jess 

 

 



 

10 
 

From the OGS Archives 

In mid-2004 the Club held a major dinner at Crown to mark its 50th Anniversary. A Team of 

the Half Century was announced (qualification 40 games) and its members were as follows: 

 

Team of the Half Century: Back Row: Rob Hesketh, John Manton, Dan Ritchie, Will Paul, 

Andrew Howells, Mark Vickers-Willis, Stuart Glascott. Middle Row: Dougal Morrison, Tony 

Poolman, Bill Morrison, John Stephen, Terry Brown, Rick Whalley.  Front Row: Cullen Gunn, 

Bruce Spiden (Capt), Evan MacGregor (both as Coach and as a player), Mark Neeld, Michael 

Crawford. (Absent: Ian Peake, Richard Weibye, James Taylor, and Jerry Rasmussen) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

“A great day for the Club last Saturday, with both the Firsts and Reserves successful, and the 

50th Anniversary Dinner and Team of the Half Century a truly outstanding success, exceeding 

all expectations, both as to quantity and to quality. “Awesome” and “prodigious” are a couple 

of the words that have been used in apparent understatement, and a turn-up of 476, 

representing people from right through the Club’s 50 years, from quite a number who had 

played for the Club in its earliest seasons to many who had represented the Club earlier in that 

day, was magnificent.” 

========================================================================== 

Photos:  colour – Peter Lemon, except Team of Half Century – not known 

Black & White – 1955 – not known. 1961 Neil Kennison 

Any contributions, please send to lemmododo@gmail.com 
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My Usual Non-OGFC-Related Photo of The Week to end these notes 

Occupational Health and Safety, Kathmandu-style 

 


