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Lemon’s Lines – an intermittent production of divergent and often totally haphazard and 

unrelated themes somewhat connected to the Old Geelong Football Club, with occasional 

historical snippets thrown in, compiled by Peter Lemon                  2019 Edition 20        30/8/19 

   Photo Peter Lemon 

* The Firsts: back a bit from the brink – at 

least for now – after a stunning victory 

* Reserves win big and can make finals 

* U19s knock off top side - just - in a thriller 

* Thirds bow out in first twilight game 

played under (unadjusted) lights at Como 

* Which leads to the new training lights: yet 

another a weekly report. Astonishing 

Revelations and Draining the Swamp              Liam Maiden at Como: photo VAFA 

* Our milestone men do it in style 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* And Farewell to Nick Bourke 
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Last Saturday 

The Men’s Firsts staged a remarkable 

comeback-from-way-way-behind win 

at Como; a wonderful victory in itself, 

and one to keep our chances of 

avoiding relegation alive. Trailing by 33 

points on the brink of half time we then 

proceeded to kick an amazing 11-1 for 

the remainder of the match. (Contrast 

that with the previous week’s third- 

quarter tally of 2-9.) 

It was perhaps appropriate that Man of 

the Moment Cal Wood (No.6) reduced 

the deficit by a goal as the half-time 

siren went, and by three-quarter time 

we were within four points.                                          Above: full time. He’s in there somewhere                    

And with something you just could not 

have scripted, he also kicked our last goal 

of the game with another shot after the 

final siren to take the winning margin to 12 

points.  

With just two players on the bench by half 

time, some are comparing it with last 

year’s Preliminary Final. 
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The Reserves had a field-day, and with fourth-placed Parkdale losing, we have now moved 

into the Four. It was perhaps appropriate that 100th- game player Hugh McKay was named as 

our best. 

 

This week’s opponents will be of sterner stuff. Congratulations to the man in the middle 

above, Will Griffiths, who will be playing his 50th game for the Club. 

The Unders finished their season with a three-point win over ladder leaders Glen Eira which 

meant that in the last two games we defeated the two top sides in our section. A terrific finish, 

but one which leaves us wondering what could have been.  

 

After the match the players, coaches, other helpers from the year and a number of parents 

were provided with lunch during the Reserves game, which in turn added to the number of 

supporters later in day in the crucial parts of the Firsts. 
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The Thirds commenced their twilight semi-final after the Firsts concluded. Unfortunately, it 

was not to be when it came to a victory, with the second quarter seeing us heavily outscored. 

Still, a really good year and much to be pleased with. Many thanks to Toby Blatchford who 

acted as both coach and team manager. 

 

By half time the sun had well and truly 

gone and the new lights – even still not 

fully aligned and calibrated – made 

history. (That took place last Monday – 

see later report.) 

Great to see so many people at Como on 

Saturday with many milestones, three 

good wins, a glimpse at the future and a 

really great vibe around the place. 

 
Sarah (who took photo above) also sent the following to the Committee on Monday,  
 
What a fantastic day it was at Como on Saturday with a few big milestones, three wins plus an historic 
twilight game!  Add an Unders Lunch to celebrate their end of season and a good win and later on a 
sausage sizzle and pizza night to celebrate the other successes.  There certainly was a real buzz around 
the place!   
 
This is a big thank you to all the committee members who were able to help on the day.  To have so 
many there, setting up, opening the safe (!), cooking sausages, taking photos, running boundary, 
scoring etc etc (and Simon Kemp cooking on behalf of Cathie who did her usual huge job to help prepare 
for the day), made it so much easier. 
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All of us were therefore able to enjoy the football and get around to talk to players, parents and our 
Community - which is really important.”   
 

Next Saturday  

The possible permutations and combinations for tomorrow are considerable. In relation to 

the Firsts and the relegation stakes, there is one side on four wins and there are four teams 

on five wins, and very little separation on percentages. We are pleased to provide this very 

helpful, easy-to-follow, non-lift-out guide: 

        %                      To play tomorrow, position 

6 Parkdale Vultures 5 12 71.60  20        Uni Blacks (3), at UB   

7 Old Geelong  5 12 71.38  20        Caulfield Grammarians (1) at CG 

8 Old Haileyburians 5 12 71.32  20        Monash Blues (10) at OH 

9 Fitzroy   5 12 64.40  20        Beaumaris (4) at BM 

10 Monash Blues 17 4 13 67.24  16        Old Haileyburians (8) at OH 

On second thoughts, if you are a non-player and are not driving, maybe the above might be 

more easily assessed after having consumed a large glass of Scotch. 

 

In relation to the Reserves, Old Geelong (4) play Caulfield (3).  

If we win, we will finish on fourth (and play Caulfield again the following week in a first semi-

final). If we lose, and if Parkdale also lose to Uni Blacks, the same will apply. If we lose and 

Parkdale win, we will finish fifth. 
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 The Weekly New Training Lights Bulletin   

* The Things That You Find Near or Under Como Park 

* Astonishing and Horrifying Revelations  

* And Draining the Swamp 

The following has been provided to us by local resident, Sarah Kirkwood, 

“The lights were redirected today (Monday 26 August) and a few globes replaced. (Already!) 

Yes, two days late but years ahead to enjoy, the lights are now finished.  (And they hope to 

remove the other old ones out this week.) 

“I had a chat tonight with Frank, the designer/engineer who has done the Melbourne Park 

tennis centre lights.  The ultimate inspector was also there and he is very happy with all the 

wiring and impressed with the job. 

 

“The light near the Como North Canteen/RSY (North-East) end was a big problem. It should 

have been on top of the small hill like the others but they hit two water pipes when digging, 

one was 2.7 metres in diameter and when Melbourne Water came to inspect it, they had never 

heard of a pipe there and were astonished.  

“They also found other broken drainage pipes and replaced them. They have decided they will 

fit a pad to the base of this light as it is within five metres of the boundary and would rather 

be safe than sorry if someone ran into it! 

“The other discovery was the disconnected water pipes underground near the 

scoreboard.  They were horrified to discover two huge drainage pipes that had been chopped 

off and not reconnected by previous waterworks.  When they broke them open, the water 

flooded out and this is why the park has had a terrible bog problem near the scoreboard for 

so long.  The pipes are now reconnected and the ground around that area is still in the process 

of drying out.” 
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Still on the subject of the lights, one of the people who was of assistance to the Club when 

the Club started yet another renewed push to get some decent, adequate and safe training 

lights at Como Park a couple of years ago was state 

parliamentarian Georgie Crozier (MLA). Georgie 

was of considerable help in pointing the Club in 

various useful directions, and her help was and is 

much appreciated. She was at the ground for a 

while last Saturday afternoon to watch the Firsts, 

but was unable to stay for the twilight game, 

although some of the photos have been sent on to 

her. 

Co-incidentally, past player and long-time friend 

Simon Bones was in New York a few weeks back 

doing some “demolition work” (whatever the hell 

that might mean), and caught up with Georgie who 

was there on parliamentary business. 

Boner, Chizalenko, Georgie Crozier 

========================= 

Rattling Along  

It could have been worse, Jonny Read.  

You wait until Christian Hatzis plays his 

200th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We understand there is 

a chance that our 

Women’s Reserves 

Premiership hero Vicky 

Tan might be getting 

some coverage in next 

Sunday’s Herald Sun.  

Watch that space. 
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Weekly Feature: From the Archives 

In 2011 the downstairs sections of Como pavilion - long a health hazard - were renovated, 

during the football season and the lift installed. This meant the Club used temporary changing 

facilities installed on site for most of the season, and the upstairs area could not be used at 

all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part of the temporary rooms can be seen to the right of picture. 
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With the electronic 

scoreboard failing to 

operate last Saturday for 

the first two matches, 

before a number of 

technicians were finally 

able to get it working, I 

always said that when that 

scoreboard was installed 

about three years ago the 

Club should have kept the 

old numbers in case of 

such problems arising. 

 

The dug-out was used as 

the medical room and also 

for warm-ups. 
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==================================================================================================== 

Farewell to Nick Bourke   - from Jim Wright 

The first time Nick Bourke spoke to 

the Club as a whole was at the end 

of the 2015 Christmas BBQ. I don’t 

remember too much about what 

was spoken, other than a stern 

warning to anyone that “my name is 

Nick, not ‘Bourkey’. Call me Nick.” 

While that sentence has been the 

source of a running joke over the 

next four seasons (a few texts have 

started out with ‘G’day Bourkey..) it 

went a long way towards setting the 

tone for the man who would be the 

first coach to lead our club into B 

Section for 60 years.  

Nick’s influence on the football club cannot be contained to 

within the boundary line, rather he has aided in the 

development of each aspect of our Club. Among many off-

field achievements he initiated, he was the main driver to 

secure our first paid employee in the role of General 

Manager; first Angus Seller and then Xenia Clark. He 

demanded a weights facility, because he could see our light 

frames would not stand up to the rigours of Premier B. He 

was also adamant that our playing strip should better reflect 

our association with the two feeder schools, which is now 

reflected in our green and blue hoops.                                           
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 Nick Bourke was the first person in my 10 years at the Old Geelong Football Club that gave 

us a sense that we belonged in higher grades, and now we’re here.  

From a personal perspective, Nick has taught 

me a lot in the role as President. An integral 

change he suggested was me not standing on 

the hill barracking like a lunatic! While we can 

get all too caught up in individual wins and 

losses, a successful Club must have itself 

organised off the field first, then the on-field 

will inevitably follow.  

                         First ever girls’ training night – Dec 2016 

 From a coaching perspective he 

has been quite ‘hands off’, allowing 

his assistants greater scope to take 

training, propose ideas and grow 

within their roles. Nick 

understands that he can be a 

demanding coach and hence the 

positive effect of different voices. It 

has been refreshing to see a Senior 

coach have such trust in his 

understudies. Considering  that this 

approach has taken us to B Section 

you’d have to know the system works. 

 Nick’s faith in our younger players has been a hallmark of his coaching. ‘Always back youth, 

they’ll never let you down’ is another line that will stay with me forever. Players like Sam 

Anderson, Will Horsfall, Christian Hatzis and Liam Maiden (to name a few) have flourished 

under Nick’s tutelage.   

 Will Simson is another perfect example of this. Wink was playing Thirds football and was 

taking a pretty relaxed approach to life at the OGS, and Nick kept asking for him to be 

promoted to the Reserves. Week in, week out ‘what about Wink? I just think he’ll give us 

something…’. It all came to a head with quite a passionate conversation between Nick and 

another coach in 2018 when Wink found his way into the 2s. This week Wink will line up in 

the forward pocket of our seniors against Caulfield, having played the majority of the year in 

that team. Nick has an innate ability to see something in a player, not always obvious, which 

others perhaps cannot. The performance of Wink, amongst many others, would suggest his 

judgment is pretty good!  
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 Nick arrived at our football club with the 

reputation as an esteemed orator, one that has 

only grown over his four years at OGFC. At an 

important moment in a game, or an important 

game in a season, word will filter through that 

‘We’re in for a Bourke special.’ Supporters and 

players alike will know how Nick will find an 

angle, a hook or a story to inspire the players, 

who as has often been the case, play above 

themselves on the way to securing an important 

victory. Those who were in attendance for the finals in 2018 and indeed last week Vs St Bede’s 

Mentone would have been ready to pull on the boots and run out with the boys, such can be 

the inspiring effect of his words.  

 Sandon James and I were on the receiving end of some of Nick’s fine words in the Round 18 

match against top-of-table (and eventual premiers) Haileybury in 2017. It was a Pivot Club 

day and in terms of ladder positions it was a dead rubber. Sando and I had enjoyed ourselves 

at the lunch and then took up our spots behind the coaches to watch the game. After an Old 

Geelong tackle went unrewarded Sando and I had some fairly choice words for the umpire, 

upon which Nick spun around and thundered ‘There is only room for one lunatic in the box – 

and its ME.’   

Sando and I didn’t know whether to laugh or cry and we slinked our way out of ear-shot. The 

boys won by two goals.  

 Regardless of what happens tomorrow and what grade we play in for season 2020, Nick’s 

influence on the Club will remain and he departs with the Club in a far superior position than 

when he arrived.  

 We have been incredibly fortunate to have Nick Bourke as a member of the Old Geelong 

Football Club and irrespective of whether or not he coaches again (any Club would be lucky 

to have him), he will always be an Ogger.  

 

                                                                                                                    

2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 


