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Lemon’s Lines – an intermittent production of divergent and often totally haphazard and 

unrelated themes somewhat connected to the Old Geelong Football Club, with occasional 

historical snippets thrown in, compiled by Peter Lemon              2019 Edition 17                   9/8/19 

 

One small step 

Our Women’s Reserves 

side has made it into the 

Grand Final on 18 August. 

 

 

 

==================================================================================================== 

In this Edition 

* Last Weekend 

* The Training Lights: is this finally the Final Bulletin? 

* The Pivot Lunch – including Wonderful Award presented to Caterer 

* The Clothing Drive 

* A 200th Game approaches 

* The second SecondBite Afternoon this Sunday 

* And the Rains Came: ancient photos 

* Lemon’s Sour Grapes (a new segment foreshadowed last week): incorporating A Tale of 

Two Reserves Goal Umpires  
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Last Weekend 

Saturday. The Under 19s were overrun in the 

first quarter at Como to trail by 37 points at the 

first break. With the game’s finishing margin 38 

points it shows that we can match it with some 

of the sides in the section but seldom for four 

quarters.  

Seb Hutley, not for the first time, was named 

as our best.  

 

The Men’s Reserves 

With an extraordinary, debilitating 

number of unavailablities across the 

board from injury and an assorted 

miscellanea of other reasons, the Ressies 

put in a prodigious effort against second-

placed Uni Blacks and pushed them every 

inch of the way.  Andy de Fegley wound 

back the clock, and nice to see Rupert Kemp 

and Hugh McKay back after long injury lay-

offs.               Selecting a photo to put in here did not take very long. 

The Men’s Firsts  

Not unlike the Unders, the opposition did a hatchet job on 

us in the first quarter, kicking nine goals to one, yet in the second term it was just one goal 

apiece, and both sides added five goals each for the rest of the game. Congrats to Ed Keach 

who brought up his 50th and to Joe Couch who is getting better by the week. (My financial 

facilitator friends from the Indian sub-continent, mentioned in earlier editions of these notes, 

continue their interest in his progress.) 
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The Thirds 

An undermanned side and inaccuracy did not help us, but we fought back well from a three- 

quarter-time deficit, although how far we actually fought back will probably remain forever 

shrouded in mystery and intrigue. At the end of the game the OGS’ goal umpire had us ahead 

by a point; Marcellin’s had them ahead by the same margin, and the scoreboard had it as a 

draw! The match not having been televised (surprise), the VAFA has declared it a draw. The 

result is that it will mean OGS will almost certainly finish the home-and-away season in third 

position in two games’ time. 

Sunday. Our Women’s Reserves, twice beaten by Old Xavs in their home-and-away season, 

surprised this time with a dominant first half and an effort which kept the opposition goalless 

for three of the four quarters. 

 

A terrific performance 

 

Details of when and where the Grand Final will be played should be available early next week. 
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The New Training Lights 

Though six weeks after the shortest day, under heavy 

cloud the gloom descended early at Como last 

Saturday, and the new lights were switched on at 

three-quarter time of the Ones (after consultation 

with the umpires).  

This allowed many of our supporters to see the new 

offering for the first time, but one which is still not 

quite perfect. It is understood that the final 

calibration and alignment work will be done next 

Monday, a job which is slotted in to take around 12 

hours from about 10 o’clock in the morning. With 

only about three weeks of the season to go one feels that the benefit of the new lights will be 

rather more significant in 2020 than this. But at least we are just about there. 

Cal Wood approaching 200th 

All being well, current co-Captain Callum Wood will play his 

200th game in Round 17 at Como, Saturday 23th August, as 

will 2016 Firsts B & F Hugh McKay his 100th.  And Jacob Jess 

his 50th. And on a day which may well be vital in the Club’s 

endeavours to stay in Premier B section in 2020, it would be 

really great to see a big number of supporters at Como, so 

please keep the day free. 

 

 

 

New merchandise for next season 

We are advised by the relevant people that 

next season’s range will include Baby 

Beanies (The Blatchford/Wright Collection) 

and OGS Dogs jackets for the colder 

months. Can only assume a range of sizes 

will be required for the latter.  

We also understand that for bar and meal 

payments next year the Club will be 

accepting Afterpay, and (following 

discussions with the Australian Taxation 

Office) iTunes Cards or Bitcoins. 
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Beginning of the end? 

I park up the back of Como House in Fullham Avenue a 

couple of weeks ago behind an Emma & Tom’s van, in 

preparation for waddling down the hill to training.  Am 

aware that John Simson works for Emma & Tom’s. But I 

then walk round to the main top car park only to see an 

Emma & Tom’s van parked in front of me. WTH. Make a 

note to Google “Hallucinations”, “Seeing Emma & Tom’s 

Vans Everywhere” and “Alzheimer’s”, when I get home. 

Turns out the reason is rather more innocuous, and that Matt “Give-Me-a-Mention” Bird is 

now working for E & T’s as well, and has a second van. 

From last Sunday 

 
 
 
 

1) Tilly Arthur, would you please tell your mum her photo can be seen on the Club’s Facebook 
page? 
 

2) On the subject of the Club’s Facebook page, Men’s Thirds Coach Tony Blatchford and 

Miranda arrived at the Women’s Semi last Sunday with one-week-old Sophie who is already 

being touted (by her father) as the Oggettes Number 1 ruckperson in about 18 years’ time. 
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The Pivot Lunch and Related Items 

From James Cole, Pivot Convenor 

“The Pivot Club held its third and final lunch for 2019 on Saturday and what a lunch it was! 

There were some very special people in the room including club games record holder Tony 

Brocksopp (287), a number of our 2009 U19 Premiers, and a selection of current U19 players 

and their coaches who’d snuck in on Pete Lemon's lunch tickets after their game.  

 

The day was set up well, fridges stocked with ice-cold Furphies and Delatite white wine and 

the tables laden with Angus the Bull shiraz and Herd's slow-cooked lamb.  

We formally welcomed our special guests, made mention of our 

proud sponsors and farewelled an ex-Ogger and Uni Blacks 

player Steve Jones... who quite simply will be very sorely missed. 

As the lunch progressed and tales of past deeds on Como park 

grew to legend, the Pivots welcomed the man himself, ‘Peter 

From Peterborough' AKA Ian Cover who reminded us all what 

real entertainment is. Brilliant as always.” 

The lunch concluded with a ripping auction conducted by Mr 

Hugh Hardy from Abercromby’s Real Estate which raised over 

$1200. 

Thank you to all involved; we look forward to a huge 2020 for the 

Pivot Club!  
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From the Under 19s Premiership side of 2009: Rob Officer, Dec Barlow, Gus McDonald, Nick 

O’Hare, Scott Moffatt, James Holt, Jack Merrin (Captain), James Legoe (then President), 

Dave Andrew, Tim Hope-Johnstone (Coach), Jack Hughes 

The Club was also able to contact a number of other members of the side who unfortunately 

were not able to attend, including 

- Stacey Kent is living in Berlin 

- Sam Studd is in Byron 

- Ben Skelton is in Sydney 

- Will Quayle is in northern WA 

- John Forster, Scott Niewand, Tom Emmett and Pat St John are still playing footy in the 

country 

- Will Dungey was sick 
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Caroline Holmes (below left) was the top bidder for the signed 2019 Geelong Cats jumper.  

(Perhaps we were lucky the auction concluded by the time the Cats played Freemantle later 

in the afternoon, as it might not have raised so much.) 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “I want my money back.”    “No finer acknowledgement” 

Above right, and a heart-warming moment. Doubtless fighting back tears Millie Aurel-Smith, 

of our wonderful caterers Smith & Co., is overcome with emotion after having been presented 

with a Coodabeens 35th Anniversary Tea-Towel from 2015 in recognition of her brilliant work. 

“After realising her passion for food, recipes and cooking was far greater than her love for 

previous work in media and advertising, Camilla made the move to the farm in Warncoort with 

her vet partner, Tom, and into the kitchen. Poised to assert herself into the food scene in 

Geelong, Western Victoria and Melbourne, Smith and Co. Foods is fast becoming the way to 

our hearts.”  

Millie also did the catering for Norm (father of John, Libby and Harry) Graham’s 60th at 

Barwon Heads a few weeks ago: nothing but rave reviews there as well.  

To use a clause well-liked by the Coodbeens, “Get around her”. 

 

 

https://www.tripadvisor.com.au/Tourism-g7182187-Warncoort_Victoria-Vacations.html
https://www.tripadvisor.com.au/Tourism-g7182187-Warncoort_Victoria-Vacations.html
https://www.tripadvisor.com.au/Tourism-g7182187-Warncoort_Victoria-Vacations.html
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We are pleased to advise that one of the major 

auction items, a 45-minute Boeing 737 Simulator 

flight will be taken here in Melbourne next 

Tuesday. We’re expecting a report and a couple of 

photos back for next week’s edition of these 

notes. Which we will then work into a larger item 

on a number of people connected with the Club, 

past or present, who have an aviation connection.  

 

 

 

 

There will be no room at the end of these notes, but a big thank 

you to a number of people who supplied the photos used in this 

edition. 

 

 

 

 

=================================================================================================== 
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Community  

(1) The Clothing Drive 

The Clothing Drive last Saturday in support 

of the Prahran Mission was very well 

supported and we would really like to thank 

those who took the trouble to make such a 

major contribution.   

The first half of the donated goods was 

delivered to the Prahran Mission Shop (now 

known as the Uniting OP Shop) on 

Wednesday by Cathie Kemp (you try getting 

a parking spot in Chapel Street!).  

 

She reports, 

“Last night loaded up my car with as much 

clothing, etc., that Matt Corney, Dave Andrew, 

Xenia and I could squeeze in. 

There’s still a bit more - we decided to keep 

some boxes at Como a couple more days in 

case anyone comes in last minute - couldn’t fit 

them all in anyway. 

Made my way to Prahran Mission this morning, 

only to find that it is now: UNITING OP SHOP. 

There have been some mergers and it’s now 

going under that name - see banners. 

Kate, the Manager has been there a few years and runs a tight ship - is always very 

appreciative and again thanked us very much. 

Rocco was marvellous, carrying all the boxes and bags from the car.” 

A bit more?! There is still a heap of stuff down at Como but still some extra capacity. If anyone 

wants to put in anything more, last minute, please bring it down next week. 
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(2) The Second SecondBite Afternoon 

This will take place next Sunday afternoon 11 August, again at the South Melbourne Market.  

The South Melbourne Market 1867. Photo not taken by Peter Lemon. 

The girls put in the hard yards a few Sundays ago (actually it wasn’t all that hard), and we have 

been assured that this time with the blokes (mainly coaching staff) contributing, everything is 

“fully under control”. We look forward to a report and some photos in next week’s edition. 

With heavy rains and wild weather forecast over the next couple of days, we’ll add a couple 

more photos from the past. 

A Flooded Como Park 1923 (we think looking north) 
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Toorak Road, Early 1900s. 

=================================================================================================== 

Of the Men’s Reserves Goal Umpires last Saturday 

(1) Lemon: To say that I was somewhat less than happy 

last week when Old Geelong did not have a goal umpire 

for the Reserves would be to put it mildly. George 

Chisholm kindly did it for the first quarter, with no coat or 

card, but then had to go and prepare for his game in the 

Firsts. And with no-one else willing to help I had to dump 

the camera, rush inside and try to find a white jacket, 

which I did under a table, with what felt like a score-card 

in one of the pockets. 

Rushed back outside so the game could recommence. 

Reached inside the pocket, only to extract a score card 

and paper serviette, both covered in semi-congealed and 

half coagulated tomato sauce.  

To echo the words of the late, great, 

Queen Victoria, “We are not 

amused.” 
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(2) Keogh: On the other hand, the gentleman at the other end officiating for Uni Blacks, 

impeccably attired and almost certainly with a score card not gooey and impregnated with 

weeks’-old tomato sauce, goes by the name of Peter Keogh.  

But for the fact that he was upstairs at the Pivot Lunch, Dougal Morrison might have 

recognised Peter as one of the VAFA Central Umpires in the E Section Grand Final of 1990 

when Old Geelong defeated AJAX.     He (Peter) can be seen below the orange arrow.         

Ten years later I remember boundary umpiring for Old Geelong against Uni Blacks Reserves 

in Round 1, and Peter Keogh was the central umpire for Uni Blacks. Seems that both of us 

might have slowed down a little. 

==================================================================================================== 

Mind you, we did have a gentleman by the name of Nick Riewoldt down at Como late August 

2017 doing a tomato sauce – sorry, ketchup – advertisement.  In my case last Saturday, it was 

not so much the product as its location and packaging which I was not very happy about. 

 


