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Lemon’s Lines – an intermittent production of divergent and often totally haphazard and 

unrelated themes somewhat connected to the Old Geelong Football Club, with occasional 

historical snippets thrown in, compiled by Peter Lemon              2019 Edition 16                   2/8/19 

 

Photo: James Wright. Following threats of rioting in the street and wide-spread civil unrest 

after his endless mentions in last week’s notes, this is his last mention for all of this week’s 

edition. We promise. 

=================================================================================================== 

In This Week’s Edition 

* Last Saturday 

* Facebook Foibles:  

 - The Great Food Edition – updated (a calorific and culinary  

photographic history of the OGFC);  

- J. Simmo: I nearly made the ton as he makes his 50th game    

* Facebook Likes        

* Two Ops 

*The Sydney Pivot Get-together if received (Stop Press: It 

wasn’t.) 

* Who the Hell is That? 

* The Blatchford Files: candid revelations revealed 

* Introducing a new segment: Lemon’s Sour Grapes of the 

Week. Maybe. 

* Pivot Lunch/2009 Under 19s Premiership  
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Last Saturday 

In conditions that could be described as surprisingly benign there were six goals out of 31 

kicked to western end of the ground in the Reserves match at Fitzroy. A game that see-sawed 

greatly, with Fitzroy hitting the front in the dying minutes, before Harry Gubbins booted one 

through from the square to give OGS a two-point win. The first time in our last six encounters 

that OGS have finished in front. Some, but not many, will describe that long run and double 

bounce from Hamish Seller as one of the highlights of the match, before the third bounce 

actually flew back over his head and straight to an opposition player, but it had all eaten up 

valuable time as siren time approached. 

 

The Firsts scored a surprisingly one-sided win against Fitzroy, in a match that would see the 

loser almost certainly headed for relegation. OGS scored six goals to two in the first quarter 

and then kept the opposition scoreless until the final term. Playing his fiftieth John Simson 

put in yet another great game, before kindly posing for one of my best OGFC photos of all 

time at game’s end. Well done, too, to Callum Andrews (who started the season in the Thirds) 

for his mighty effort in the ruck.  

Meanwhile, down at Como, The Thirds caused the 

Upset of the Year (if not of the century, and last century as well, according to the coach) by defeating 

top side Hawthorn by seven points. After losing the first three games of the year, we now sit in third 

spot on 9/4, which has been a really good turn-around. With three rounds to go we look well placed 

to play finals, and could perhaps finish as high as second. 
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Also away, the Unders unfortunately suffered a major defeat at the hands of the top side and 

one can only hope things will be closer this Saturday at Como against Old Xavs in the early 

match. 

I do not think I am not alone in saying that the Club should seek to have this side placed in a 

lower section next season, but as I think the last time anyone listened to what I had to say 

around the place was in late 1977, I’m not particularly confident this will happen. 

The Women’s sides finished their season down the coast (Mentone) with a loss for the Firsts 

and a win for the Reserves. The former finished seventh (well, last) whilst the Reserves 

finished second. A big thankyou to Toby Boyle who is stepping down after three seasons, 

including the inaugural one, as coach of the Firsts.  We are glad to hear that he “will not be 

lost to the Club”, even if we are not quite sure what that means. 

The Reserves play their second semi-final at the user-unfriendly time of 9.20am this Sunday 

at Xavier College in Kew. It would be great to see plenty of people there to spur them on. 

==================================================================================================== 

Of Likes and Non-Likes 

(Trigger Warning for the very sensitive and easily offended: this next sentence is an absurdly 

long one.) 

Each week after going through the Saturday photos, deleting the uber-crap, trying to 

resuscitate that which should not be resuscitated, attempting to give some coverage to 

persons other than our ruckmen, deleting any photo which shows an opposition player 

outdoing one of ours, trying to secure some equality in the number of shots per side, and 

then finally thinking that I might have got a few good shots amongst the smoking wreckage, I 

then proceed to download what’s left to the Club’s Facebook page. 

I then proceed to check out the Likes for each photo, on the hour almost every hour, for about 

the next 48 hours. (Pathetic, is it not?) Apart from the massive decline since Shaggy did his 

hamstring for a second time, it never ceases to amaze me how the shots which I think are my 

best action shots seldom rate a mention.  

My best from last Saturday: between the three of them there was not even one Like 
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But indeed and instead, this one on the left garnered no less 

than 51 Likes. Fifty-bloody-one. Can you believe it? 

It reminds me of a lesson learnt many seasons ago in relation 

to the best-received photos at the OGS, which then lead to 

an item which I largely repeat at the end of these notes as 

The Great Food Edition – updated (a calorific photographic 

history of the OGFC). It’s that food shots rate the best. 

On the subject of Likes that shot of John Simson exiting the 

ground last week actually did manage to garner a very high 

number of likes: I looked to be on course for my first Ton in a number seasons, but fell 

agonizingly short on 97 (one Wow, two Loves and 94 Likes) when world voting ended. 

 

On the subject of Simmo, I have said so many times that the Club fails badly with its 

communications with its older members and past players. It may have been common 

knowledge in our playing group who use Facebook and Instagram, but it would not have been 

amongst many others that John represented the VAFA Premier B–Div 4 section in the 

representative match against Perth Football League at Fremantle Oval on 6 July. He joins an 

elite number of OGS players from over the years to have played representative for the OGS. 
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It’s great that his name has been added to the “VAFA Achievements” page on the Club 

Website, http://www.oldgeelong.com.au/football/awards/vafa-achievements along with 

that of Nic Bourke who was the VAFA’s Coach of the Year in 2018. 

Two Ops 

WE have two blokes 

coming through recent 

operations. Joe Griffiths 

(right) to un-deviate a 

deviated septum (which 

had been causing 

breathing problems for 

some time and for him to 

miss all matches since 

about Round 4).  

Things are coming along 

well there even if he does 

look a little like a soccer 

ball.  

And we understand Charlie Crozier was having his knee recco yesterday. Despite having 

Googled World News/Crozier Knee/Sports Mega-Stories and more, we have no further details 

as yet, but we wish him all the best and plenty of Club support during his rehab. 

=================================================================================================== 

The Club Ball 

“This was held last Saturday evening, 

and the following report has been 

received from Hamish Seller, who was 

apparently still talking to anyone who 

would listen about those first two 

bounces which saved the game for the 

Reserves earlier in the day. 

After a very successful day on field, 

Saturday night brought about the 

annual OGS Ball, widely regarded as the 

best ball in the VAFA. 7:00pm kicked us 

off at The Park function room in Albert 

Park, and with over 300 tickets sold the 

night was set to be a long one.                 Photo:  Michael from Kylie Iva Photography 

An opening number from our MC’s Jason Barry and Libby Graham had them profile a few of 

the OGS favourite players highlighting both on and off field achievements. This was followed 

http://www.oldgeelong.com.au/football/awards/vafa-achievements
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by Xxxxxxxxx’s Presidential address (as advised on Page 1, we cannot mention his name again 

– PL) which highlighted the importance of the night as well as the upcoming weeks for all OGS 

teams. From there the night built momentum, which resulted in many ending up at the OGS 

spiritual home The Arcadia Hotel.  

A big thank you to the OGS Social Committee; Jason Barry, Colby O’Brien, Simone Brown, 

Annabel Young, Anna Brodie, Matt Kirkwood, Matt Corney for organising such a great event. 

Also, a thank you to everyone who donated silent auction items, of which we made over $1,300 

alone. 

==================================================================================================== 

* Who the hell is that? 

Last week we kept a couple of pictures which by any standards of photographic competency 

should have been deleted instantly, if not sooner, but we were interested to know who the 

hell the OGFC player was. Any enlightenment appreciated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

------------------- 

 

The Blatchford Files – Secret Document Exposé 

The job of coaching the Men’s Thirds must be one of the most difficult and frustrating 

in the Club. Not only does he have to cope with unavailabilities and injuries in his own 

side but he is usually impacted by similar factors in the Reserves and Firsts. Toby 

Blatchford has been the main man in the hot seat this year, either in a playing or no-

playing capacity. 

Each Monday he sends a summary of all his players’ performances the previous 

Saturday to the Reserves and Firsts coaches, and following repeated Freedom of 

Information requests, we are finally able to bring you the performance assessments 

after the Round 4 match against Marcellin (and our first win) who co-incidentally we 

play again tomorrow.  

(The assessments and views, we hasten to add, are those of Mr. Blatchford in a 

personal capacity, and do not necessarily represent those of the Old Geelong Football 

Club Inc.) 
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“Was a great 4 quarter effort from our boys and the backline held up very well, assisted by the 

inclusions we had. We still need more fire power and will address this during the week.  

 Player reports below: 

  

Tosh Did well and his timing to get front and centre at the contest improved this week, 2 goals  

Higgins 

Second best on field, played mostly in the middle was involved in a silly incident and hit a 

player high and late, got yellow carded, I told him he lets his team down by doing this and 

he agreed.  

Mcdonald 
Best on, Was doing it at both ends from the wing, set up lots of the play and kick a great 

goal.  

Johnson 
Got crunched early and had sore ribs, wanted to go back on after the trainer cleared him, 

kicked a goal from the square, worst kick I have ever seen but it went in 

Nicholas 
Rhett was finding the ball a lot better this week, kicked our second goal from a set shot and 

was using his voice all over the ground 

Blatchford 
Played as deep forward, was able to help setup scoring shots for others and kicked a goal 

after winning a 1on 1 in the square using his body.  

Mcnab 
Good game from Taylor, his decision making was boosted, time in the 2's looked to help him 

react faster, played half forward.  

Peacock 
Was in and under all day, wasn’t holding back putting his head over the ball and won 

respect of his teammates. Played in the middle and off the bench 

Le Lievre 
a great game for OLL, slowly getting better each week, played out of the backline and setup 

up some great play  

O'Hare 
Easily in our best 3 players for the game, won every contest that came near him in the 

backline. 

Ruby Was EMG didn’t play but helped out again  

Falkiner Didn’t see a lot of him, will float in and out of the team around availability  

Fisher 
Another great game for big Bill coming out of the backline, confidence is high and he is 

backing himself  

Calanchini 
Similar to Fisher, played out of the back line and backed himself to take on players, broke 

the lines a few times, getting better every week 

Hanlon 
Played forward, was quite early in the game but started to run up at the ball late in the 

game to 2 good grabs  

Veall 
Similar to Falkiner, didn’t see a lot of him, did spend a bit of time on the bench, attitude 

could improve.  
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May 
Straight into the guts and chased the ball like a pit-bull all day, I don’t think he lost a 

contest, and would have tackled more than anyone else  

Walsh 
Played on the wing and was great and running to space both ways, and picking the right 

option, by hand and foot 

G Stewart 
Played mostly through the middle and was able to push into the forward line a few times 

and kicked a great goal 

Livermore 
Was a bit slow and copped a decent bump in a contest, has more to give but needs to get 

fitter. 

Logan 
General down back, was taking out his man and using his voice to make sure the ground 

was covered, excellent game  

Mitchell 
showed intense urgency with and without the back when ball was is dispute. Was 

stoked for him 

Orford 
Played in the middle was consistent and tackling pressure was good. Needs to learn 

to give the first option 

Lack 
Was our one- out ruckman again, was cooked by the end of the game and is not available 

next week, we will look for other options 

Gist 
Liked what I seen from Gist, played off the half back line and stood tall a few times, keen to 

see more  

Mckenzie Got recalled to the U19's  

F. Stewart Was EMG didn’t play but helped out as time keeper   

 ==================================================================================================== 

 The Pivot Lunch tomorrow 
  

This event is now a sell-out with around 110 people expected. One of the auction items will 

be a signed 2019 Cats jumper. 

Among those attending includes a number from this year’s U19s, and also from that side of 

ten years ago: 

On the subject of the 2009 Unders Premiership side, we understand that we have about half 

that side attending tomorrow’s lunch (and we still have Cal Wood  playing who started in that 

year, is co-Captain of the Firsts and who is due to reach his 200th game for the Club in a 

fortnight’s time), Dave Andrew who might be playing – these days a week-to-week 

proposition, one Nick O’Hare still playing intermittently in the Thirds (cotton-wool and all 

that), and another - Rob Officer - who still makes an occasional guest appearance in that side 

as well. 
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==================================================================================================== 

Introducing Lemon’s Sour Grapes of the Week section. Or maybe not. 

This has been held over for at least a week as we conduct some market research into the following: 

 * Whether the title will resonate with readers or just confuse; 

*  Whether the entire section will just be censored; 

*  and if is not, whether the resultant doubling of size of Lemon’s Lines will cause capacity problems 

for our IT systems when it comes to their distribution. 

================================================================================= 

Further to item on early pages. 

An item produced nine years ago on the Club’s history, now with a few additions and 

amendments: 
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We now reproduce some examples of this Calorific Photographic History of the OGFC down 

the years and through the ages. 

“A couple of months ago we were wading through the shoe boxes and ancient albums, looking 

for photos for previous editions of these notes, and as part of the Club’s project to try to get 

its history together. We soon became conscious of how much a role the humble pie, the hot-

dog, the sausage-roll, the Chicko Roll, dubious dim sims and associated foodstuffs have played 

in the Club’s photographic and culinary history.  

 

The then annual 

Eltham Barbeque, 

1961 or 1962 

 

Nugget Stephens 

(of the “Nugget 

Bar” fame at 

Como) and others 

not known.  

Photo Neil Kennison 

 

 

From the 1970s  

 

Approx 1973, Stuart Anderson (and Ian Jackson)                    Ian Jackson, from spectator to consumer. 
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Above left: probably 1979, Bim Marshall, “now an icon of the Victorian Bar”.          

Above right:  earlier 1970s – Peter Clarke at Old Brighton. Hopefully after a game, but we 

can’t completely discount the possibility of it being at half time. 

And from a similar era, in the mid-1970s; if you look 

closely you can see the pie-warmer on the table in 

the right-hand picture. In those days, before the 

first renovations had been effected upstairs at the 

Como pavilion, the OGS teams changed upstairs, 

and there was no kitchen, no canteen of note, and 

there were certainly no viewing points upstairs 

apart from the balcony, much wider than it is today.  

 

It was OK on dry days.  But horrible on wet ones.  
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1979 

 David McFarlane and Peter Hinchliffe. In front of the Brunswick rooms. 

These rooms were marginally 

worse than those at Como 

downstairs in those days.  

 

But there couldn’t have been 

anything much wrong with the 

pies or hot-dogs. 

 

 

 

 

 

And Alastair Kemp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pru Hunter, and Judy O’Halloran (?) 

making hard work of things. 
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Tony Robinson - date 

uncertain:  with five sausage-

rolls, and the sauce container.  

 

(The bloke on the left is 

Michael Armstrong, and not 

an observer from the 

Guinness Book of Records.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1972 or 1973?  

Michael Rigg and Barrie 

Laws look on in 

dumbstruck awe as Phil 

Marendaz gets stuck 

into his second pie in 

five minutes. 

 

 

 

 

1979. John Armytage  
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And moving into the 1980s 

 

1983 

 

 “I see that Andrew Perry is 

leading the Section pie-eating 

competition.” 

(Chris Forbes, Robert Stewart) 

 

 

 

The Great Man himself, though on 

this occasion it might have been a 

sausage roll. 

Some competition from Andrew Chirnside 

“The Entrée” (or, “Moment of Shame”) 1982 

Well, there’s not a pie or 

a hot-dog, or a sausage-

roll in sight, but it’s the 

unbelievable quantity 

we are deeply concerned 

about, and we just had to 

put this picture in.  

Occasional boundary 

umpire Greig Carter gets 

stuck into not one plate 

but two. At a function at 

The Turf Club Hotel, 

Caulfield, when the OGS’ 

resident band of the time performed live. (Yes, it was an all-you-can-eat cover price.) 
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Left: Donald Macleod – 1987 

    

 

 

 

 

 

Right: 

1990s – Surely there are more photos from that decade than this.  Jon Malpas, 1997 

More Modern Times: 2001 and Beyond 

Dale Fraser looks on with barely 

disguised envy as Chris Barnett gets 

stuck into things. The year? 2001. 

(However, sorry to tell you, Barney, 

the judges deducted points for an 

inadequate amount of tomato 

sauce.) 

Right: pies no more. Barney field umpiring for the VAFA 

in April 2019 

 

But Dale makes up for it in truly 

sensational style a year later in  2002. 

(The judges awarded him 9.8, 9.7, 9.9 

and a perfect 10.) 
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And, of course, 2005 was one of the 

great years for the Club, both on 

and off the field….. 

 

Simon O’Brien warms up, 

nonchalantly on the wing, only to 

soon realise he is losing the 

limelight as….. 

 

 

 

 

 

……Dave Taylor and George 

Leishman, and some packets of 

chips, suddenly get into the act. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rhett Parsons 
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James Hope-Johnstone prepares to 

tackle, indeed assassinate, a hot-

dog. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And moving on, then there’s John 

Joyce: carbo-loading at half time in 

the Reserves Preliminary Final, 

2007. He was heard to comment on 

the very high standard of the pies at 

the Trevor Barker Oval, 

Sandringham.  

Even if Archie Paton appears less 

convinced. 

 

 

 

 

The aforementioned Simon O’Brien again, flanked by the less-effervescent Ben Long and 

Hamish McInnes,  2007 
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And from the Under 19s Grand Final in 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lucy Don, Annabel Southey, Amelia Ramsay 

And, nearing the end, from the U19s Preliminary Final in 2010 

 

  Tom Betts, Jamie Bell                                Even VAFA Duty Officer Tom Brain got into the act. 
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Steve Lansdell 

 

 

 

And now we add Rupert Kemp; not content with three Premiership medallions (U19, Res, Firsts) claims 

an additional place in history in 2019. 

(All photos Peter Lemon unless otherwise credited  

=============================================================================== 

I know I’ve used it 

elsewhere, but retaining 

the food theme for my 

NON-OGFC SHOT OF THE 

WEEK taken in Kathmandu 

many years ago to 

conclude. 

Any contributions for 

these notes can be sent to 

lemmododo@gamil.com 

 

 

 

  

 


