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Lemon’s Lines – an intermittent production of divergent and often totally haphazard and 

unrelated themes somewhat connected to the Old Geelong Football Club, with occasional 

historical snippets thrown in, compiled by Peter Lemon                               2019 Ed25        18/12/2019 
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The Annual Meeting 

After all the pushing and promoting in the last edition of these notes, this was fairly well 

attended (comparatively) by some sections of the club, and we thank the extra people who 

could be bothered in pushing the “apologies” button. 

Retiring President Jim Wright’s President’s Report follows (along with a few photos from 2019 which 

I have inserted to break up the text. – Ed.) 

“Good evening everyone, and welcome to the 2019 Annual General Meeting.  

Firstly, an acknowledgment of some supporters who make the ongoing viability of our club 

possible.  

To our major corporate partners: Australian Venue Company and Abercromby’s, your support 

this year has been incredible. We are hosted here today by an AVC venue, and I am proud to 

say that we have had our second OGFC-referred listing sale through Abercromby’s just a few 

weeks ago.  

To Bendigo Bank and to Paige Willis thank you for your 

continued support of the football club.  

To our other wonderful sponsors: Old Geelong Grammarians, 

Old Geelong Collegians Association, MC Herd, Angus the Bull, 

Delatite Wines, Wilsons Real Estate, Rex Gorrell, Emma & 

Toms, thank you for your continued and very much 

appreciated support.  

Success is not always linear, and in 2019 this was evident in 

both squads, and sometimes we need to take a step back to 

reflect on our mistakes in order to have another charge at B 

Section and re-establish ourselves where we ultimately aspire to be.  

This is not to say that our year has not had some outstanding highlights and our first ever 

female Premiership topped a year for our girls which had its 

fair share of challenges. Putting aside hurdles such as re-

grading and close losses, to achieve such success, once again 

solidified our Oggettes as an up-stoppable force in our Club. 

Our Men’s Thirds were successful in making finals and having 

the honour of playing under our brand-new lights, and our 

Under 19’s had a typical up and down year, but finished 

strongly with wins against the top three sides. With U19s’ 

Toby Lever, Bailey Austin and Seb Hutley tasting senior 

football, we have every reason to believe that the future is 

bright.  

We have already had recruiting meetings with both Geelong 

Grammar and The Geelong College for 2019 school leavers 
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and we will continue to work to stop the flow of players to Parkville. Ben Thompson, being 

ably assisted by James Planner and Matt Walsh, led our fine group of young OGs and we look 

forward to them being a part of the Club in 2020. 

The senior Men’s season will ultimately read that we were 

relegated back to Premier C Section, with our fate sealed on 

the final day of the season; our Reserves tasted finals football, 

ultimately falling short in the preliminary final. From our first 

session of men’s training last night (Mon 25 Nov), with over 40 

in attendance and with a new look coaching and fitness staff, 

it is clear that the overwhelming response has been to attack 

2020 with a renewed vigour and understanding of what is 

expected and required to compete in the higher grades. Our 

first look at B-Division will not be our last. I will touch on our 

planning and announcements for 2020 later.  

Off the field it was another transformative year for the football 

club. Xenia Clark continued the increased professionalism and structure of our operations 

whilst the Club’s charity efforts began at Herring Island and finished at SecondBite, with a very 

successful Prahran Mission Clothing Drive coinciding with another successful Pivot Club lunch.  

Our increased investment in Strength and Conditioning with the addition of Jack Kerr, Optimus 

Health and various other programs is designed to give the players the best possible 

environment to excel on and off the field and it is through our Pivot Memberships, donations 

and hard work that we have now a fairly stable balance sheet to continue into 2020.  

The Old Geelong Future Fund is a new initiative being led by past player and Committee 

member Dougal Morrison. With trustees Jimmy Legoe, Sarah Kirkwood, Margie Gillett and 

Sandy Hunter the Fund’s goal is to raise a corpus of funds which will be invested to assist the 

football club in capital projects into the 

future. The Future Fund is future-

proofing our Football Club.  

Such is the nature of amateur sporting 

clubs that there is a natural movement 

within the playing group and within 

off-field staff and Committee. I would 

like to take this opportunity to thank 

some departing members of our 

Football Club.  

Nick Edwards: A champion to the cause of growing women’s footy within the Old Geelong 

Football Club, we thank you for your three years of service on the Committee and look forward 

to your continued involvement on various sub-committees, and hope that while your official 

duties may cease, we will certainly see you at Como Park in the future. 
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Cathie Kemp, who cannot be with us tonight: Life Membership is truly a fitting way to sign off 

your service on this Committee and a wonderful way to acknowledge such service to the Club. 

No matter the score of the game, or the weather, or the latest floodlight delay Cathie kept on 

supporting, barracking and urging. Cathie’s contribution and impact has been enormous.  

Toby Boyle steps down as Oggettes’ head coach after three years to take up a position on the 

Committee. It cannot be understated, however, the achievement made by Toby to take a 

group of 80/90 girls in 2017, who were very new to football, to having created one of the 

flagship programs in the VAFA women’s competition. 

Dutchy Holland has been a constant fixture in our Football Club for nearly a decade, and it is 

hard to imagine an OGS senior team without him. Dutchy has signed as an assistant coach 

with Old Melbournians and we wish him well.  

Emme Richardson, our Oggettes premiership winning co-coach has stepped down to focus on 

her athletics. An Oggette “original” who attended the very first information night back in 

2016: no job or task was a chore or too hard for Emme and while we will miss her not coaching 

(and her playing) she has already expressed an interest in a volunteer role in 2020. 

Our Club has been changed forever and foundations and 

standards set because of Nick Bourke.  Forever the hard 

taskmaster, some ‘Bourkisms’ have now become 

folklore and are retold amongst players and supporters.  

Nick instilled a sense of professionalism and a sense of 

belonging in higher grades that will last from 2020 into 

the future. Nick will always be welcome at the Old 

Geelong Football Club, and will always be an Ogger.  

While each year is one of hard work on a sporting club 

committee, this committee over the past four years has 

put in place foundations and achieved milestones which 

will long endure.  

Our new floodlights, a source of constant frustration 

over several years (make that decades – PL) are finally 

complete, allowing all teams to train on Como Park with excellent lighting. The Oggettes, an 

idea formulated after another successful Ladies Lunch, started in 2017 and is now one of the 

strongest women’s programs in the VAFA. The Senior men’s team achieved promotion to B 

section at the end of 2018; now, promotion is certainly an on-field achievement; however as 

one Senior Coach once told me “you need to get it right off the field, then on-field will follow” 

and it was a stable and aligned committee which provided the foundation for  that wonderful 

day at Box Hill.  

To Nick Edwards, Cathie Kemp, Toby Boyle, Dutchy Holland, Emme Richardson and to Nick 

Bourke, thank you for your service to the Old Geelong Football Club.  
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At the conclusion of the season Scott Dixon and I sat 

down with the majority of the senior playing list and to 

discuss their thoughts on season 2019, and where we 

can improve as a football club. We’re proud to have 

managed to maintain the majority of our senior list and 

their attitude was overwhelmingly positive about 

season 2020 and we have several high-quality recruits 

to announce to-date. 

The Club was thrilled recently to announce the signature 

of Nathan Brown as Senior Coach and Paul O’Connell as 

Senior Assistant coach. Nathan previously coached OM’s in Premier A for eight seasons and 

Paul has been his assistant for the past three. Both have already been heavily involved in 

recruiting and planning for our pre-season and you can see from the turn-out last night 

(Monday 25 Nov) and the infectious nature of Nathan’s personality and football knowledge 

that we have secured two very good coaches. The boys will play free flowing, fast football with 

a good game plan underpinning our playing style.  

 

We have had a fruitful recruiting period with six players who will feature strongly in our senior 

team.  

Sam and Jordan Hooper join us from Old Melbournians, having come across with Nathan. Sam 

finished third in OM’s B&F in 2018, while Jordan will provide a strong physical presence to our 

team in 2020.  

Alex Moloney joins us from Leopold in the GFL. Having played U18’s with Scott Dixon and 

hailing from Mortlake, Alex is a natural fit for our Club and by his training standards last night 

will be an integral player for us.  
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Trent Williamson comes to us from Wodonga Bulldogs. Previously VFL listed at Werribee and 

at just 22 years of age, he is in the ideal age bracket for our Club. A close mate of current 

player Lionel Goodwin, we are excited to have Trent at Como. 

Nick Anstey stands at over 200cm tall having represented Australia in beach volley ball. 

Having moved to Melbourne from Adelaide and being spoken to by Uni Blues and Collegians 

it was the recruiting work of Jon and Jack Anderson, Christian Hatzis and Nathan Brown 

which convinced Nick that his home is at Como Park. He will ably assist Jack Sheridan as 

second ruck and was referred to the OGS by Dom Nicholson and Ed Ratcliffe. I have only 

known Nick a short time, but as a testament to his character, he has stated he is not there to 

take anyone’s spot in the side, but to help the 

team and establish a network within the Club.   

On the other side of the playing equation, Jon 

Read departs after relocating to Adelaide, 2017 

Firsts B & F winner Jeremy Nettlefold has moved 

to the UK, and Joe Couch will head to Echuca with 

his work, while Steph Hird will take a year off 

football. All four players have had been important 

parts of the Club and we wish them well in all that 

they do. 

Tilly Arthur will continue as Co-Coach of the Women’s Reserves, and will be joined by the Seller 

brothers Hamish and Angus. At this very moment, at Como Park we have a group of Oggettes 

meeting with hopefully our new women’s coach. I met David Cooper with Ally Kirkwood last 

week and had several conversations with him and am impressed with his balance between 

football and the desire to win, and the understanding that people’s motivations do differ and 

I think, providing there is a tick of approval from our girls, that we will announce David as head 

coach of our Oggettes in the coming days. David has a wealth of AFL and VFL knowledge with 

his time at the Melbourne Demons and has female football coaching experience with 

Ashburton.  

We have our practice matches arranged and our pre-season camp organised for 2020, so the 

football program is well established.  

Finally, as I am stepping down as President from the Old Geelong Football Club I would like to 

thank everyone who has helped, advised me, and more importantly been patient and put up 

with me over the past four years; thank you to each committee member who has dedicated 

their time and effort to the running of the Football Club during that. It’s been an absolute 

privilege to lead the best Football Club in the VAFA and I am very excited to for Simon Bones 

to fulfil the role as President for 2020. Thank you.”                                  Report ends. 

(Jen and Jim Wright are expecting their first child in about ten days’ time. We wish them all 

the very best. – Ed.) 

=================================================================================================== 
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Officials and Office Bearers 

As anticipated in the previous edition of these notes Simon Bones has become the new 

President of the Club. Simon is a past player from the 1990s, during which time he played in 

the Firsts Premiership of 1990 and the Reserves Premiership side of 1997. 

(Left) Simon Bones 1990 Grand Final and in the 

same jumper (above, as a spectator), 2016 Grand 

Final day. Reckons he could still pick up a few kicks 

in the Thirds, and we reckon he is probably right. 

The new Vice-President (there wasn’t one last 

year) is Sarah Kirkwood. In her three years on the 

Committee Sarah has added enormously to the 

Club’s operation in many ways, although I worry 

greatly that she is now the only female involved in 

the Club’s senior admin. Thankfully, it is 

understood that an extra appointment is in the 

pipeline. 

And the newcomer onto the Committee is Toby 

Boyle who coached the Women’s Firsts in 2017 - 

2019.  

 

 

He’s in there somewhere. 

Photo Nick Edwards 
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Coaching - reference has already been made to some of the coaching changes and 

appointments, and we will now add or expand on a few more. 

Women’s Firsts 

David Cooper has been appointed a Coach of the Firsts. David played 309 games with 

Marcellin in the VAFA. He has coached the U15/16 Youth squad at Ashburton, is assistant 

coach at Casey Demons VFLW, and is a trainer at the Melbourne FC. 

There will be potentially one or two games where 

he cannot coach, or if it is an early game may have 

to leave early due to AFL commitments. “However, 

in our initial discussions, given the Reserves 

coaching structure with Tilly Arthur and the Seller 

boys (see later item), we feel that this can be 

covered with enough notice and communication.”  

David at training at GGS Toorak Campus, with 

Georgie Gleeson. 

                                     Photos Sarah Kirkwood 

Women’s Reserves 

Last season’s premiership coach Tilly 

Arthur (left) will continue in the role, and 

will next year be joined by Angus Seller 

and Hamish Seller who have decided that 

none of their knees put together are up to 

playing standard in our Men’s sides.  

In what must one of the more unusual set-

ups we can advise that Angus has recently 

become engaged to player Annabelle 

Richards.  

We have been assured that there will be neither fear nor favouritism at the selection table. 
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Newcomers and recruiting 

This is a harder one to put names to, because experience tells that names mentioned and 

people seen before Christmas do not always translate into a presence in the New Year. 

However, there have been a number of new faces at training so far (see President’s Report). 

And we can advise: 

Scotty Dixon, Ed Ratcliffe and George Chisholm entertained/hosted a number of Geelong 

Collegians at The Diggers in Geelong a few weeks ago. From all reports it was a very successful 

event with many of the boys indicating their preference to play at the OGs in 2020.  

Jon Anderson has been down to both GGS and TGC to meet with football staff to build 

relationships and has been dealing regularly with Dylan Hodge at TLA who helps out many 

GGS/GC players in their football transition to Melbourne.  

Ben Thompson and Ando especially have been doing a power of work to connect school 

leavers to the Club and there is every confidence of getting a strong crop of U19’s to the Club 

this coming year.  

Training for the boys starts back on January 20, 2020, and it is expected the girls’ start will be 

around the same date 

The Annual pre-season camp will be held over the weekend starting February 14.  

==================================================================================================== 

More in the Melbourne Marathon 

We mentioned the Melbourne Marathon in the last 

edition of these notes, and some of the known participants 

from last October related to the OGFC, but can now offer 

another contribution from former Club Secretary of many 

years, David Mims. 

“Hello Pete, 

“As always, I enjoy reading your OGS newsletters. Can’t 

believe after all those decades of writing, a Walkely Award 

still hasn’t come your way! 

(Yes, I know. So many hours waiting by the letter box for so 

many years; and so many excited but then useless openings 

of the in-box, and still NOTHING. - Ed.) 

“On the bit about the Melb Marathon, I completed my 

16th Melbourne marathon this year, and daughter Bianca 

her third. Sadly, age has slowed my pace, but still under 

four hours (3hr 46) and Bianca did around 3.50. Therefore, didn’t see Hugh McCarthy as 

obviously he is still supremely fit and was well ahead of me. What a great time he ran. 

“Didn’t get to a game this season (he lives in Mansfield) but still follow OGS’ fortunes closely.  
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“All the best, Mimsey.” 

==================================================================================================== 

Sponsors 

The President’s Report made mention of a number of the Club’s great sponsors, but did not 

mention a couple of others who failed to fall into that category.    

Perhaps it was Confucius who stated quite some centuries ago that “It can 

be one thing to get a sponsor; it can be another to get that sponsor to 

actually pay up.” 

One sponsor that has most definitely paid up is Abercromby’s. And they 

seem to be still getting their money’s worth, with their two banners still remaining in place 

across the front of the pavilion at Como way into the cricket season. 

=================================================================================================== 

End-of-Season Football Trip 

An event in which perhaps surprisingly the writer did 

not partake. However, we have received the 

following report from Rupert Kemp (seen competing 

in the VAFA Pie-And-Sausage-Roll Eating competition 

mid-last-season). 

“OGS Footy Trip 2019 was a sensational success with 

37 blokes (36 players and one future player) enjoying 

a few quiet ales on the hill at the Adelaide test as well 

as in a few of Adelaide’s finer establishments over the course of a three-day bonding session. 

Seeing David Warner’s 335* was a particular highlight to go along with a few notable 

mentions: 

- Tim “Candice” Noakes flying in for a Super Saturday, including missing his flight to 

Adelaide as well as his flight to a Bali bucks on the Sunday morning 

- Nick “Pies” Morwood being the drunkest man in Australia within six hours of landing 

in Adelaide 

- Matt “Fiend” Kinsman having a tour of some army barracks 

- Sam “Sleepy” Walsh winning BOG honours over a very stiff Will “You can’t handle it, 

Sherwin” Langley. 

A special note to for our skipper, Scotty Dixon, who somehow managed to make it to pre-

season training on Monday afternoon despite landing just hours earlier… needless to say he 

was the only one to be able to do so. 

Looking forward to having 50 blokes (and any Oggettes who are more than welcome) to Bali 

2020.” 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Cathie Comes Home 

Still on the Kemp family, we are pleased to 

advise that recent Committee person and new 

Life Member, Cathie Kemp is out of hospital 

after her relevantly recent double knee 

replacement and is coming along OK. (See 

previous edition.) Rumours of her having just 

made an application for a ten-year position as 

Principal Dancer with the Australian Ballet are 

somewhat wide of the mark, but we hope that 

each day will bring with it progressive 

improvement.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

This Evening - Wednesday 18 December 

(If you left reading these notes till Thursday 19th 

you are too late.)  The last training night for 

2019 will take place at or near Como this 

evening Wednesday 18 December including a 

T20 cricket match against the South Yarra 

Cricket Club and followed by a barbeque put on 

by the OGFC. Although it might turn out to be 

only a T15 depending on the start time.) 

For those readers who are not on the Club’s 

Instagram and Facebook feeds (and there are 

many) -  

The BBQ has been promoted through Instagram 

and Facebook since Friday 13th December 8pm, 

where is says that ‘the BBQ is free, there are vego options available and everyone is invited’ 

with information about the girls’ training, the boys’ training and the cricket match with all 

times included….. 

==================================================================================================== 

I sometimes end these notes with some photos From the Archives 

I wonder how many, if any, are aware, or care, that the Club completed its 60th season at 

Como in 2019, having first moved there in 1960. There will be some greater detail included in 

some of these notes in 2020. 
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Como Park  - 1961          Photos Neil Kennison  
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There is quite a lot more which could have gone into these notes but they have been prepared subject to some 

distractions. Any contributions can be sent to lemmododo@gmail.com and the first edition for 2020 will 

hopefully come out late January. 
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