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Lemon’s Lines – an occasional production of divergent and often unrelated themes 

relating to the Old Geelong Football Club, with occasional historical snippets thrown in, 

compiled by Peter Lemon                                                                                    2018 Ed 3  13 April 

 

The season started pretty well at Como last week with our men’s Firsts and Reserves defeating 

Marcellin Old Collegians, who had beaten us soundly on all occasions last year (their Firsts, 

twice; their Reserves thrice, including the Preliminary Final).  And despite what had appeared 

to be a really dire situation just a week prior we were able to field an Under 19 team and with 

good numbers. Despite a loss, many encouraging signs. 

It is not my intention to engage in match reports – these have been covered in a separate 

email sent out to members on Wednesday. However, there seems to be much to be optimistic 

about, both on and off the field (and that coming from me is a Very Big Statement). 

It is very early days yet, but I feel that both our Firsts and Reserves teams are better sides 

than they were last year. 

=========================================================================== 

Off the field, there had been some phenomenal work in the lead-up to the season, including 

a vast upgrade to the canteen and catering, improved cleaning and hygiene, rooms upstairs 

that are appear welcoming, meals available Saturday evenings, re-hanging of honour boards 

and photos before the season start, greater attention to recycling.  I’ll detail again some of 

the names mentioned last week, most of whom were present at Como from around 7am and 

only left about 13 hours later, Cathie Kemp, Sarah Kirkwood, Jim Wright, Jeremy Kirkwood, 

Angus Seller (our new General Manager who is proving to be worth his – no, Jock Grimshaw’s 

- weight in gold).  Others who helped enormously on the day were Dougal Morrison, Simon 

Kemp, Simon Bones, Valerie Moreau and Xenia Clarke. 

=========================================================================== 
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Of changing percentages 

Last week’s Edition 2 of these notes contained the following paragraph: 
 

“On Sunday 25 March our Women’s Reserves team took part in the VAFA’s Lightning 

Premiership which we had won last year. Our Reserves team won all three of their qualifying 

matches but missed playing in the final on percentage!”  

Yet last Saturday in Round 1, our same side defeated Monash Uni 17-21-123 to 0-0-0, leaving 

us with a somewhat more healthy percentage - of infinity. 

=========================================================================== 

A bit more than eight on the bench? Photo taken by Nick Edwards at Monash last Saturday. 

Whilst the women’s competition allows a few more on the interchange bench than the men’s 

Firsts and Reserves, we rather think this photo might have been taken between the two 

games when both of our two women’s teams played in consecutive matches. 
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Things have come quite a long way since this photo of an early training session at Como in 

late 2016: above was the entire complement present on the night. 

====================================================== 

 

No truth in the 

rumour that OGS 

Senior coach Nick 

Bourke has resumed 

his playing career 

(after a lay-off of 

about 24 seasons). 

It’s just that we think 

new recruit George 

Chisolm last Saturday 

looks a bit like him. 
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Really nice to see Will Griffiths (left, caught 

with pin-sharp accuracy) back on the field last 

Saturday after he missed last season following 

an ankle operation. Looked to be leaping pretty 

nicely we would have thought. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I thought some of my photos of the three games 

at Como for the Club’s Facebook page last 

Saturday represented a few of my better 

efforts, but the shot opposite right of a 

disgracefully-out-of-focus James Tivendale was 

certainly not sent to the Club to put on the site. 

(Indeed, it was quickly deleted.)  

I don’t think even my Favourite Photographic 

Fan, Kate Tivendale, could have given that blur-

fest a “Like”. 
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The Pivot Lunch                                                                                       Photo James Legoe 

 

Last Saturday saw us kick off season 2018 both on and off the field with 100-plus guests 

upstairs for our first Pivot Luncheon for the year, sponsored by the Old Geelong Collegians 

Association.  Guests were treated to “Smith & Co’s” tender feast of marinated slow cooked 

lamb and sides, drowned with a glass or two of Angus the Bull and Delatite Wines (my spell-

check wanted to call it Diluted Wines. - PL).  Attendees were treated to a football update from 

the OGFC Senior Coach (Nick Bourke) and President (Jimmy Wright) before Neil Roberts 

(1958 Brownlow Medallist) took to the microphone.  All in all, it was a terrific hit-out to start 

the season, with everyone treated to a great game of football following the luncheon. 

 ========================================================================== 

Other luncheon functions coming up during the year are: 

 • Sat 28th April – Ladies Lunch (guest speaker being Nicole Livingstone, the AFL league’s 

first Head of Women’s Football.) 

• Sat 19th May – Back to School Pivot Lunch (down at Geelong Grammar School for our 

Round 7 fixture) 

• Sat 21st July – Pivot Luncheon #2 (guest speaker being Mike Fitzpatrick, chairman of 

the AFL Commission from 2007 to 2017.) 

=========================================================================== 

We wonder if Nicole Livingstone and/or Mike Fitzpatrick know Our Man at the AFL, Matt 
Collister. Matt’s emails come with the following ending: 
 
Matt Collister 
Broadcast Operations Executive  
AFL HOUSE | 140 Harbour Esplanade | Docklands VIC 3008 
GPO Box 1449 | Melbourne VIC 3001 
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A former OGS player, Under 19 Coach, and Senior Assistant Coach of the Firsts last year, Colly 

has reduced his input at the Club this year (pressure of work?) but will be the Firsts Coach’s 

Runner for the season. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                              Matt Collister with the clipboard, 2015 

=========================================================================== 

Returning to matters Social, we understand that the 

OGFC Ball will be held on Saturday 6 July this year. It 

has long been known that former 2005 and 2007 

Reserves Premiership player, co-coach of the 2012 

Under 19s Premiership side, and long-time OGFC 

Secretary, Simon O’Brien first met his wife Linley at 

one such function about six years ago. 

But we didn’t learn until last Saturday that the heavily-

publicised Angus Perry (see Edition 1 of these Notes) 

did likewise when he first met his now wife Kate at 

another such function. 

 

 

========================================================================== 

https://play.afl/auskick
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Some acknowledgement, please 

Results Email sent out on Monday saw a few gaps in relation to Best Players and Goal Kickers 

for a couple of our sides. The VAFA website was down and out for much of the weekend, and 

we apologise to those who did kick goals and/or were in the best for the lack of 

acknowledgement. 

(I know how they might feel. Many, many years ago I kicked my first-ever goal for Old Geelong, 

playing in the Reserves - they were short - against Old Brighton. In those days, way before 

email and websites were even dreamt of, and a tablet was something which had been lugged 

down from the top of Mount Sinai, clubs had to post (mail) a form to the VAFA each week, to 

arrive by first mail on Monday, containing the same details. Excitedly the following Saturday 

I grabbed a copy of The Amateur Footballer Magazine and turned to the results pages to see 

my name in print. And there were the details for the relevant game:  

Old Geelong Goal Kickers, Best Players – not received.      Talk about shattered.)    

 

 

Now that’s what I call proper 

acknowledgement below. 

Late in season 2003, Mark 

Vickers-Willis became only 

the second person in the 

Club’s history to kick 100 goals 

in a season.  
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A fitting response 

 

========================================================================== 

Another acknowledgement 

Last Saturday, Harry 

Graham played a full game 

for the Reserves, and then 

proceeded to run water for 

the entire Firsts game.  

 

 

 

 

 

========================================================================== 

 

 

 

 

 



 

9 
 

Under 19s 

When the OGS Firsts won the Division 1 

Premiership in 2016 it was noted and 

acknowledged how important our Under 19s 

from the previous few years had been to that 

victory, with no less than ten from the 

winning side having played U19 football for 

the OGS, including six in the previous season.  

The situation for fielding an Unders side this 

year looked truly dire heading towards 

Easter with a lack of numbers really telling 

and the word “disaster” heading the 

conversation. However, a Herculean effort 

by President Jimmy Wright and supported 

by coaches Hugh Coltman and Charlie Mann 

just before, over and immediately after 

Easter got us across the line, and by just 

short of Round 1 we apparently had 35 

eligible players on our books!   

The fact that none of the Unders had played 

in a practice match (we had not had the numbers), and for some their pre-season training 

consisted of the pre-game warm-up last Saturday, did not bode well for us running out the 

game well, but the fact that we were right in it for the first three quarters was terrific. 

(Also terrific was the fact that for 

possibly the first time ever, the entire 

19 side was properly kitted out in 

correct OGFC VAFA shorts and socks, 

as opposed to a ludicrous mish-mash 

of shorts advertising dozens of 

football leagues from all round 

Victoria if not Australia which has 

been the case in the past.) 

The photos on the next page, heavily 

enlarged, are taken from one, repeat 

just one, match at Como back in 2015.  

(In the interests of effective time 

management, I have decided not to 

do a montage relating to socks.) 
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================================================================ 
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More opportunities on the jobs front  

Ed Manton (seen wearing correct shorts below a week later in the Unders) who runs the firm 

Dressed For Sale based in Port Melbourne has frequent opportunities for short-term workers 

(just a couple of hours, half days, full days) at a good hourly rate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dressed for Sale specialises in getting domestic properties ready for sale and to be presented 

in the best possible manner for a faster sale and better price. 

The following is taken from their Website, http://dressedforsale.com.au/ 

 

DRESSED FOR SALE OFFER COMPLETE 

PRE-SALE HOME PREPARATION 

We offer complete pre-sale home preparation under one roof. This includes hire furniture 

placement, and where necessary Dressed for Sale stylists consult on trade work such as 

painting, flooring, gardening and electrical. 
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The following is not taken from their website, but is used to illustrate the fact that much of 

work would be manual, but probably not to quite the extent illustrated below. 

 

Enquiries to Ed on ewmanton@gmail.com 

=========================================================================== 

Coaches’ Corner Lunch 

This was held in a private room at one of our sponsors’ hotels, The Imperial at the corner of 

Bourke and King Street, back on Friday 23 March and attracted a good turn-up of around 55 

people. There were a number of aims for the lunch: 

a) To provide a forum for some of our major sponsors to get their message across to 

people about the product which they can offer the Club; 

b) To allow past players, especially those who might seldom be able to get to a game on 

a Saturday, to be involved in a Club function and to catch up with others whom they 

might not have seen for some years; 

c) To allow some of our coaches to update those present on developments within the 

Club; 

d) To raise some additional funds for the coaching side of the Club. 

It is hoped that another such event will be held in season mid-year, and judging by the success 

of the first it would be hoped to get twice that number (and with a rather better gender 

balance!). 

mailto:ewmanton@gmail.com
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Men’s Senior coach Nick Bourke and Women’s Senior Coach Toby Boyle spoke to those 

assembled, as did our two senior captains, Cal Wood and Libby Graham, whilst our sponsors 

also spoke. 

Lead Sponsor - Williams Batters Real Estate - Directors:  Philippe Batters and Bill Cook  
 
Dixon Hospitality Group: Lauren Forbes  
 
Windsor Community Bank: Ruth Hall and Paige Willis (newly appointed Windsor branch 
Manager)                      
 

Kavanagh Racing: Levi Kavanagh                      

Thanks to Al Ewart and Jo Cantor (both 

photographed left at Como last Saturday) for 

their work in putting the event together.  

At the lunch Al spoke of the great service and 

rates he had received from Windsor Community 

Bank just recently when changing a loan from 

another bank. 

 

               

 

 

=========================================================================== 

All photos unless otherwise credited: Peter Lemon 

If anyone has anything to contribute for the next edition, please email him on 

lemmododo@gmail.com 


