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Lemon’s Lines – an occasional production of divergent themes relating to the Old 

Geelong Football Club, compiled by Peter Lemon                            April 2018 Ed 2 

The Perry Dynasty 

The report on the first Practice Matches sent 

out recently referred to new recruit Hugo 

Perry and made mention of a prior family 

connection with the Club. And what a 

connection it is. 

We can add now a number of photos and bit 

of text. 

* Hugo’s father Andrew Perry, seen marking 

(strongly) right, played 80 games for the Club 

from 1977 to 1983. 

He also coached the Reserves in 1984 and 

1985, served on the Committee for a number 

of years, and was President of the Old 

Geelong Football Club in 1986 and 1987. 

 

 

 

 

• Hugo’s uncle Michael Perry played 27 games 

for the Club in 1980 and 1981. He was Captain/  

Coach in those years, and also coached the Firsts 

again in 1985. 

Photo, left, at Como, 1980    With Bruce Spiden  

 

 

• And Hugo’s elder brother Angus Perry played 

97 games for the Club from 2008 to 2013.           

An undemonstrative type, Gus was Runner for our 

Club 18 Premiership side in 2012 (first photo below 

taken moments after final siren):   
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              with Tom Fyshe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And he was also a member of the Reserves’ Premiership side of 2012 a couple of weeks later. With 

Assistant Coach Jack Wall just after that siren sounded. 
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But wait, there’s more. The next photo was taken in the Reserves Grand Final of 2013 as Gus kicks 

the Absolute Sealer in the final quarter from the forward pocket. (Yes, just in case the latter is 

reading this, after being fed a brilliant handball by Richard Herd.)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We welcome Hugo Perry to the Club and wish him an 

enjoyable and successful career with the Oggery. 

Stop Press: Amongst those claiming credit for having 

encouraged Hugo to join the OGFC is past player Ross 

McDonald (arrowed below) who was OGS’ best player in 

the Reserves’ Premiership win of 1988.  
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======================================================================================= 

With the wind beneath your feet 

Second practice match, against Uni Blacks, saw a number of ground changes in the days prior. At 

one stage it was going to be held at Violet Town near Benalla, and for a while it was going to be held 

at Westbourne Grammar in Truganina. But in the finish, it was held at RMIT in Bundoora.  

Thinking it was going to be at Westbourne we dragged out this old shot from nine years ago.  We 

might, possibly, have a few readers who remember the day our Under 19s played there in about 

Round 3, 2009 in what was the strongest cross-wind I have ever encountered for a game of football. 

(I was in Africa for Colby O’Brien’s 200th at Williamstown at Williamstown last year – they tell me 

that was truly horrendous as well.) 

 

 

Do we still have anyone from that side above still around the Club? Perhaps the occasional guest 

appearance from Rob Officer. (Our current Firsts’ Captain Cal Wood began his career with the Club 

the following week.) 
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In the finish, the game last Saturday was held out at the very new RMIT ground in Bundoora. The 

changing rooms were miles distant………….. 

 

...but one could only look longingly up at the training lights (this was one bank of at least four): as 

March draws towards its close, photo most definitely not taken at Como Park, South Yarra. 
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In addition to the changing rooms being miles away, access to any potable water nearby was also 

next to impossible. Brilliant job done by Ali Kirkwood who helped out all day with mega-treks to a 

distant waterpoint to keep the boys hydrated on what was a very warm Saturday. 

Others to put in a great effort during the day in helping in this regard were Ollie Graham and Will 

Holmes. 

===================================================================================== 

Getting the job done 

The first email about the new, improved, OGFC Job Placement 

Network went out a couple of weeks ago and brought near-

immediate results, with recently-graduated Jo Kemp (spoiling 

left, 2017) securing a job with Lend Lease through past player 

and member of the 2005 Firsts Premiership side, Charlie 

Fairbairn.   

The next day. 

That’s Charlie Fairbairn below, furthest left after the Grand Final 

2005. (Some of our more mature readers might recognise the 

man in the middle right as the OGS runner last Saturday.) 
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Wedding of the Year 

Forget anything coming up in 

the UK. We congratulate Club 

President Jimmy Wright and 

Jen Ingram on their wedding 

on 9 March down at Jack 

Rabbit Winery on the Bellarine 

Peninsula.  

 

 

 

 

 

Forthcoming Pivot Lunch Round 1, April 7 at Como 

We note that the Guest Speaker for the first Pivot Lunch of the year at 

Como will be famed former St. Kilda player and Brownlow Medallist 

from 1956, Neil Roberts.  

Whilst for the Australian sporting 

public he will always be better 

known for his footballing career, it 

is interesting to note that he had a 

wide and diverse career after his 

footballing days 

He was Officer-in-Charge of Mawson Base, Antarctica, in 1971-

73 and is also one of the honoured few to have been awarded 

the Polar Medal (1978). He also became a talented painter and 

has used that capability to support one of his passions, the 

conservation and protection of the albatross, that iconic bird 

severely endangered by long-line fishing and the accumulation 

of plastics in the world’s oceans. 

I have this Neil (not Tom) Roberts Original hanging in the 

hallway of my home. (Had to shift one of the Rembrandts out 

into the garage to make room for it.) 

======================================================================================= 
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Coaches Corner 

(I still believe there should be a possessive apostrophe in there somewhere.) 

The first event for the year was held very successfully on Friday, 18 March, at The Imperial Hotel in 

the CBD. There will be a more detailed report in the next edition. 

================================================================================ 

 

Photos other than those of Neil Roberts, and Jim and Jen Wright: Peter Lemon 

If anyone has anything they would like to contribute to future editions, or to alert us to something which 

should be publicised, please email Peter Lemon on lemmododo@gmail.com 

 

 

Dark and dusty at training. Deliberately dropping the shutter speed can sometimes provide a sense of 

considerable speed.   
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