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Old Geelong Football Club  -  Season Notes     
 

Year Notes: 1970     (compiled by Peter Lemon who has added some editorial comments along 

the way.) 
 

President: Garth Manton 

Vice-Presidents: Ted Gray, Deryk Stephens 

Secretary: Peter Lemon 

Treasurer: Michael Gretton-Watson 

Honorary Vice-President: Nugget Stephens 

Property:  Graham Fenton  

Manager Firsts  Peter Wilcox    Manager Reserves: Ted Gray 

Committee: Michael Crawford, Michael Forwood, Robert Mims, Tony Nathan,  

David O’Byrne, Richard Whalley 

Captain Firsts: Michael Forwood 

Registrar: Al Chapman 

Delegate to VAFA: Bill Tunbridge 

Captain Reserves: Andrew Chapman 

Coach Firsts: Peter Scott 

Coach Reserves: Andrew Chapman then Robert Cooper 

 

Sections:   D Section (finished 3rd) and D Reserve (finished 8th) 

  

 
Richard Whalley in action 

against Parkside at Como. 

 

(Unfortunately, there are 

very few photos from 1970, 

so at times we will need to 

insert some from other years 

to break up the text.) 

 

Photo: Peter Ward 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miscellaneous Season Matters 

 

* The Firsts enjoyed a pretty successful year in 1970, winning 12 games from 18 to finish in 

third place on the ladder.  

 



 

2 

 

* With six wins from the first 12 games, “good at home, we’re disasters away”, the team 

effectively had to win all six of their remaining home-and-away matches to make the finals, 

something which they did with great character and aplomb. “In the senior games against St. 

Kevins, AMP Society and Old Brighton we fought back from seemingly hopeless positions to 

take the match.” 

 

* First Semi-Final success was regrettably followed by defeat in the ensuing Preliminary Final, 

the OGGs side having been affected by the flu in the relevant week. 

 

* The Reserves yet again struggled, winning just six games for the season and finishing eighth. 

In Round 11 they won their first game in 14 matches. Rovers Peter Holland and Andy de 

Crespigny “burnt”. 

 

* Subs for ordinary members went up from $4 to $5, and Country and First Year went up by 

50 cents – to $2-50. 

 

* Terry Brown played his 100th game. And later was the 

only player from C, D, or E Sections to make the side for 

the Australian Amateur Football Carnival held in Perth 

mid-season.  

 

He returned having won the Best & Fairest for the whole 

carnival (all teams), and having been picked on the wing in 

the All Australian Amateur side; he had been best for 

Victoria in two of their three matches, against Tasmania and 

South Australia.  

 

The Club had been required to foot the bill for his getting 

there, and back. 

 

“The team leaves Melbourne by the “Overland” Express on 

Tuesday night.”          - The Amateur Footballer magazine 

 

From the President “On behalf of the committee I would like to thank the many people whose 

contributions to the Club assisted in paying for Terry’s trip. It was certainly money well spent.”  

 

* Cam McMillan (front middle) became the first ever player to reach 200 games for the Club: 

he did so in front of what was claimed to have been the biggest crowd ever down at Como 

(none of whom admittedly can be seen in the photo below) against St. Kevin’s on a Past Players 

and Supporters Day, probably the first one ever held by the Club.  
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The monthly Newsletter described it as undoubtedly one of the greatest days in the history of 

the Club.  (We note that McMillan booted five in the Firsts the week before – there must have 

been a lot of organisers praying during that match he didn’t roll an ankle.) 

 

The day started well with the Reserves booting nine goals to nothing in the third term to knock 

off the top side! 

 

* After winning six from the first 12, six wins straight then put us into the finals. One game 

was against Old Brighton on the wind-swept North Road oval (don’t knock it; I kicked 

66.6666666% of my goals there – PL.)  when a wildly inaccurate OGGS fought back against a 

“howling gale” in the last term, from an 8-point deficit to win by a point. And Club Doctor 

Fred Fenton and Life Member Bob Lemon were reported to have been sitting in a car on the 

boundary, armed with Fred’s bottle of Medicinal Scotch (from which he used to give players a 

swig before inserting stiches).   

 

On that day no stitches were required, but it seems that due to the appallingly cold conditions 

Fred and Bob agreed at the start of the game that they would both have a nip every time a 

behind was scored. As the final tally was 7-23 to 9-10 it is just possible that, in the days before 

.05, the rumours of the vehicle leaving the ground on the adjoining railway track were correct. 

 

* Don and Pam Bradshaw (Pam is past player Jamie Bell’s aunt and past player Ed Gubbins’ 

grandmother) were reported to be expecting quads in about six months’ time. 

 

* Round 13: it was noted that Jim Kilpatrick played a great game at full back, whilst Andrew 

De Crespigny had booted four to be second best. 

 

* At the start of season 1970, the VAFA had brought in the rule providing for a free kick against 

a side kicking the ball out bounds on the full. 

 

The June/July Newsletter (posted out to financial members) reported, inter alia, 

 

* Jim Kilpatrick put his gear bag on the ground behind his car at a recent Reserves match. 

Unfortunately, he then decided to move his car. Result: one re-modelled bag, ¼ inch high and 

about five feet long and wide. 

 

* When Lemon’s car-horn short-circuited at three-quarter time at the Reserves’ match against 

St. Pats, coach Al Chapman’s three-quarter time speech was drowned out. “We don’t know if 

that had anything to do with the fact that we then went out and kicked seven in the last quarter.” 

 

* “One evening recently after the match a group of players was discussing the League matches 

for the day. Someone turned around and asked Kirsty, Cam McMillan’s four-year-old 

daughter, what team she barracked for. Quick as a shot the answer came back, “Daddy”. 

Obviously, Cam, you are regarded by some as a one-man team.” 

 

 

Selected Extracts from various Committee Meeting Minutes 

 

Committee Meeting 4 February  
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* Honour board to be updated shortly. Mr Chapman advised the sign writer had been very 

busy. 

 

* The OGGF Club’s shares (which had been donated) had been sold for $300 and put into a 

company called Sedimentary Uranium. Which, subsequently, regrettably and nearly 

immediately, had crashed. 

 

* Training to start on 24 February. 

 

* This year a diary will be put in the rooms in which any player who would be unavailable for 

a certain Saturday must put his name. 

 

* Party at Peter Scott’s farm at Little River had gone well. Profit of $102, although still some 

claims against this. Someone had smashed an inordinate number of glasses (60). 

 

* There had been no thanks or acknowledgement from the VAFA Umpires Association for the 

Club’s donation of $20 sent for the Alan Thorpe Appeal last November. 

 

* The motion of Mr. Peter Jenkins at the last Annual Meeting that subs be increased to $5 was 

discussed but it was decided that no action be taken. 

 

* It was reported that a second (training) light pole had been installed at Como since the end 

of last season (1969), and that hopefully that would lead to improved conditions for training 

this next season. The Club had been billed $115. 

 

Annual Meeting 25 February. 

 

This was held at The Amateur Sports Club in the city with 32 in attendance. 

 

* Financial:  

 

 -  Club surplus had increased by $67 during the year ended 30/9/69. 

  

 -  Club ties had sold well and had boosted subscriptions. 

 

  - The donation of trophies by Mr. A. Whalley (of A.J. Whalley Jewellers) had helped 

considerably. 

 

 -  Mr. Rod Fraser asked why expenses for Pie Nights had dropped. He was informed that 

planning for such functions had improved. 

 

* Michael Fraser, Bill Tunbridge, Peter King and Michael Gretton-Watson were all 

elected to Life Membership, having played their 100th games during 1969. 
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100 game players in 1969 

 
Middle left: Michael “Footy” Fraser (photo 1968) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
              Bill Tunbridge, above, photo 1969 

 
         Peter King, photo 1966, standing middle  Michael Gretton-Watson, 100th game, 1969 

 

* Mr. N.  Stephens moved that supporters be asked to pay 30 cents when they came down to 

watch the Firsts play. Mr. R. Fraser spoke against the move and the motion failed. 

 

Minutes of Committee Meeting  10 March 

 

* The Club’s delegate to the VAFA Bill Tunbridge reported that the VAFA had become an 

Incorporated Entity. This would have a number of benefits. One was that the VAFA could now 

enter into legally binding contracts. The others he hadn’t listened to. 

 

* The coach was despondent about the numbers at training. Twenty-eight was the maximum 

number on any one night and a total of 35. He has been very impressed with those who have 

made it to training, but is most disappointed with those who have not done so. 
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The numbers of first-year players had been good, and they can’t have been very impressed with 

the club.  

 

Phone calls had been made to various players who had not been seen at training. J. Burnell 

had fallen off a ladder and hurt his shoulder.  B. Weibye had decided to retire. 

 

* Letters had been sent 

to Tony Mollard (front 

left 1968) and Garth 

Manton (with John 

Manton right) advising 

them they had been 

elected as Life Members 

of the Club, as the result 

of their having provided 

long and meritorious 

service to the Club over 

a considerable number 

of years. 

 

 

 

* Provision of Saturday liquor at Como – it was affirmed that 

this be provided at no charge: those partaking would be invited 

to make a donation to help the Club cover costs. 

 

* The honour board is at the sign-writers. 

 

* Work is continuing on trying to find a coach for the Reserves. 

 

Committee Meeting   1 April  

 

* The barbeque at Garth and Sue Manton’s had been washed out due to extremely inclement 

weather. (Functions at the Mantons’ over the years were often affected by extremely inclement 

weather.) 

 

* It was expected that the jumpers ordered would be ready in about ten weeks’ time. 

 

* The coach reported he had been very impressed with those who had made it down to training, 

but he is very disappointed with those who have not yet made the effort to get there. 

 

* There are still some players who have not yet paid their subs. A notice of these people would 

be posted soon. Debtor: G. Manton for beer: $4.53. We have about 130 financial members. 

 

* Goal umpires and boundary umpires for both Firsts and Reserves have been very difficult to 

source. 
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Committee Meeting   7 April (almost certainly this should this read May) 

 

* The honour board is at Tinsley’s house in Fulham Avenue. Action is required. 

 

* The Annual Eltham 

Barbecue. Very 

successful day. The 

sack race should be 

held earlier next year. 

 

 

 

 

The sack race at 

Eltham, most likely in 

1971. (Its starting time 

is not recorded.) 

 

 

 

 

 

* Pie Night. This was held at Michael 

Forwood’s flat and went very well.  
 

(Michael Forwood, left, at Como, 1968) 

 

 

* Party at 704 Toorak Road, Malvern. This also 

went well, but there was a continued problem 

with attempted gate-crashers. “SECURITY 

GUARD IN FUTURE.” 

 

* There are still some players who have not yet 

paid their subs. A notice of these people will soon be posted at Como. Debtor: G. Manton still 

for beer. We still have about 130 financial members. 

 

* A general discussion on pre-match morale and discipline followed. 

 

Committee Meeting   3 June 

 

* Coach’s report.  Very disappointed with present position. Training attendances are weak, 

especially after losses. 

 

* A general discussion on discipline followed at length. It was agreed that discipline was sadly 

lacking in many facets of both teams. President to talk to both sides next Saturday on the 

subject. 

 

* Honour board is up in the rooms. 
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Minutes of Committee Meeting   1 July 

 

* Lack of boundary and goal umpires was again discussed. As usual although the problem was 

apparent, the answer was not. 

 

* Coach was disappointed at poor turn-up of supporters 

for Terry Brown’s 100 game.  

 

Terry Brown playing against West Brunswick, in 1968 or 

1969 and the only photo the Club has of him in action.  

 

Whilst the Club had two players who subsquently went 

on to play with the Geelong Cats in 1967 (Chris Mitchell, 

OGGFC 1965, 1966) and Geoff Ainsworth (OGGFC 

1965, Uni Blues 1966), there were some at the time who 

reckoned that Terry could have done likewise. 

 

* Manton has paid his outstanding bill for beer. 

 

* D. Stephens stated behaviour of certain club members 

at Como left a lot to be desired. It was stressed that 

members of the Committee not actively engaged in 

games must take a part to discipline offenders. 

 

* Letter from Secretary of VAFA advising the Club had been reported by the field umpire for 

alleged misbehaviour of some supporters at a Reserves match in relation to abuse of the umpire. 

Mr Fullerton, who was known at the time for sometimes being a judge, jury and executioner in 

quick succession, had demanded a letter of response from the Club and warned that it could be 

thrown out of the VAFA. 

 

The OGGFC Vice-President reported an extensive investigation by himself and the Secretary. 

A letter in reply had been sent to the VAFA. It was strongly contended that the umpire’s report 

was very much exaggerated and that the abuse (alleged) was nothing out of the ordinary. A 

detailed six-page report by Mr. Nugget Stephens, who had been with the Club since 1955, in 

support of the OGGFC position was submitted. Nothing further heard as yet from the VAFA. 

 

Minutes of Committee Meeting   3 August  

 

* Social: Prince of Wales Hotel Night had gone well, but the Club had been charged $10 more 

for the band than quoted. 

 

* Black-Tie Night. This had been a great success. 133 turned up. 138 had said they were 

coming. Free drinks with the President had ensured most people had arrived early. Connor and 

Vautier would be billed $9.70 each. They said they were coming but didn’t arrive. Kilpatrick 

to be charged $2. (Arrived after supper.)    (Even allowing for inflation, some pretty Big Picture 

Stuff there. – Ed.)  

 

* The Past Players and Supporters Day (coinciding with Cam McMillan’s 200th game) had 

been an outstanding success. Vote of thanks passed to P. Lemon for the work he had put into 

arrangements -  150 letters had been sent out and at least 50 past players had turned up. In 
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addition, there was a very large crowd of present players and supporters; at least 200 people 

present or trying to be present in the rooms after the game. (Which were then a hell of a lot less 

roomy than they are today. – Ed.) 

 

* Letter from Don Bennett in reply to invitation to the Past Players Day (Don had been the 

first Treasurer, in 1954 and 1955, and President in 1958. The Club had used St. Kevin’s No.2 

Oval as its home ground for seasons 1955 -1958.) 

 

“Thank you for the invitation to the supporters’ afternoon. It is appropriate that the match 

should be against St. Kevin’s Old Boys because it was at St. Kevin’s where very large amounts 

of liquid refreshments were consumed for several years. I well remember spending every 

second Sunday morning cleaning up the bottles with others such as Bill Mollard, Bill 

Morrison, Bill Irvine and leaving the empties outside my home which was just over the railway 

line for the garbage man to collect on the Monday. No.8 Turnbull Avenue had the reputation 

for running a major sly grog operation, which of course, was not true.” 

 

* Robert Cooper had taken over coaching the Reserves. 

 

* The Car Rally. This too had been a great success. Jane Willis and Nicole Richards had 

done a great job in organising the event. 

 

* The Secretary reported he had received three separate complaints about the behaviour of 

some supporters being unpleasant, the worst offender being (XXXXX redacted)…..  President 

and other non-competing committee members to position themselves in our crowd and clamp 

down on any misbehaviour, especially as the next game at home would be against Fairfield. 

 

(OMG – the cars! Thank 

goodness for the Statute of 

Limitations. – Ed.)   

 

Tony Walker unleashes a 

something at Como in 

1970. 

 

Photo - perhaps not his 

best - Peter Ward, then a 

cadet with The Sun News-

Pictorial. Ward went on to 

become a highly 

acclaimed photo-

journalist, and Walker 

(was it a mongrel punt?) 

hasn’t exactly been a 

recluse in the world of journalism either. 

  

* Coach arranging players’ light lunch at Bell’s Hotel South Melbourne before 1st Semi. If we 

make it. No alcohol. 
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* VAFA had advised no further action will be taken in respect of umpire’s report, but the Club 

is on notice. 

 

Minutes of Committee Meeting   17 August 

 

* The Coach Peter Scott reported that he was pleased with the performance of the Firsts over 

the past six matches, although the gear and general presentation of the players is not good 

enough. The recent successes have come from older players improving, from improved 

application and tremendous courage of the players.  

 

* Garth Manton advised that he would be stepping down as President at the end of the season. 

 

                 Vs West Brunswick, late in the season                       Photos Peter Ward 

 

================================================================  

 

There were subsequent committee meetings in October, November and December after a new 

Committee had been elected on 11 September). Items from such meetings will be held over to 

Season 1971 as they are more relevant to that season. But primarily because it will also allow 

me to finally finish Season 1970 rather earlier.) 

================================================================== 

 

Trophies awarded at the end of the season were as follows: 

 

Turnbull Trophy - Best & Fairest:  Terry Brown (for the third time) 

 

EH Montgomery Trophy - Runner Up to Best & Fairest: Richard Whalley 

 

D.C. Moore Trophy for Best First Year Player: Ian Ross 
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Ian Ross (left) and Will Fairbairn at 

Como, probably 2004 

 

D.M. Bennett Trophy for Most 

Consistent: Don Bradshaw 

 

Brazier Trophy for Most Improved: 

Andrew de Crespigny 

 

I.D. MacKinnon for Best Clubman: 

Tony Nathan 

 

 

Seymour Trophy for Best & Fairest in the Reserves: Scott Jenkins 

 

================================================================== 

 

I am going to put in some late correspondence from October/November 1970. Perhaps the 

start of significant approaches to The Geelong College.  

 

(A) Extracts from a letter by the OGFC Club Secretary to Mr. Bert Keith, Executive Officer 

of the Old Geelong Collegians’ Association: 

 

“Over the past few years, the Club had been fortunate to have as members a number of Old 

Geelong Collegians resident in Melbourne…..Their contribution to the Club both on and off 

the field has been considerable and at present we have about half a dozen – including our 

Treasurer - who are enthusiastic members. 

 

“The Club is, of course always on the lookout for new members, and it is suggested by the Old 

Geelong Collegians members that we should make a more definite attempt to recruit players 

from College. 

 

“The Committee of the Club has strongly approved this suggestion………. 

 

“A couple of our OGGFC members have told me that they would be keen to talk to those 

leaving school about the Club, but I realise that this might prove difficult (to) arrange. 

 

“An alternative …after the end of term might be for us to obtain from you a list of names and 

addresses from those who have left…………..” 

 

(Editorial comment: in late January, 2019 some 48 years and two months after the letter was 

sent it is exceptionally embarrassing to have found not one but two typographical errors in the 

carbon-copy of the letter held on file. Perhaps, hopefully, surely, I made appropriate 

corrections in the original. – PL) 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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(B) Reply from Mr. Keith:  

 

OLD GEELONG COLLEGIANS' ASSOCIATION 
THE GEELONG 

COLLEGE, TALBOT 

STREET. 

       NEWTOWN, VICTORIA 3220. 

   'PHONE GEELONG 21 1939 

2nd November, 1970. 

Mr. Peter Lemon, 
Hon. Sec. Old Geelong Grammarians' 

Football Club. 

Dear Peter, 

I was glad to have your letter on amateur football. Like the 

Old Grammarians, we are interested in providing sporting and social 

activity for our younger members, but in this particular line we have 

been less successful and are therefore glad to think that there is an 

opening for some of them in your club. 

Of course a number of Old Collegians who live in Geelong play 

with the G. A. F.C. (Geelong Amateurs Football Club who were then a 

member club of the VAFA.) Probably you are aware that this club 

originated among Grammarians and Collegians - hence the club colours, 

light blue and green. 

Each year I brief the boys leaving College on the various 

possibilities, and will be pleased to include reference to your club. 

They all fill in a personal form which can include a question on 

football, the useful answers being sent on to you. It might help me if 

I had some details about your club, including the names of Collegians 

who are members. 

All this is simple enough and will be done. But our thoughts 

sometimes go further. The O.G.C.A. has itself made serious efforts to 

form a football club and to break into the V. A.F.A., with the net result, 

as it seems at this moment, of being finally and permanently excluded on 

the grounds of endangering the C.A. F. C. 

While this situation is discouraging, it does not mean that we 

have given up all hope, and therefore I am putting up two suggestions. 

A few years ago, when your club made a similar request for 

recruits, Mr. Bruce Manton generously stated that, in the event of our 

fielding a team, the O.G.G.F.C. would gladly release Collegians who 

wanted to join us. Can we assume that this is still the understanding? 

And, while thinking of the future, I wonder (and this is 

purely a personal flight of fancy) whether there would be any 

possibility of joining forces to the extent of running two teams, 

one in Melbourne and one in Geelong, under the one club, a Geelong 

O.P.S. affair, which, in Geelong, could also take in old boys of 
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the other schools. This is no light matter, I know, but there does 

seem to be scope for some rationalization. 

However, let us deal first with the question as you raised 

it. I expect to be giving my main exposition to our leavers on 

November 11, and therefore would like to have the additional 

information about your club by then. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

(C) There was a letter back to Mr. Keith (unfortunately the rather flimsy carbon-copy that 

went into the drum scanner in one piece came out, eventually, as confetti, so it cannot be 

reproduced in these notes. If anyone one is interested in 10,000-piece jigsaw puzzles and has 

a good pair of tweezers, please contact the writer.) 

 

Some of the details in the letter about the Club which he included:   

 

“c) home ground Como Park, South Yarra.  “This is a fine ground with excellent facilities 

including two batteries of powerful training lights.”  (Another OMG: perhaps they were 

considered powerful in those days. – Ed.) 

 

d) Costs. Subscriptions for First Year Players $2 p.a. and we ask players to contribute 30 cents 

a match.” 

 

And the letter later continued: 

 

“The present Old Geelong Collegians who might be known to those still at school are Peter 

Holland, Phil Marendaz, Richard Hobday and Andrew Jenkins. The others (e.g. our 

Treasurer Michael Gretton-Watson) have not left in the past few years, so I doubt would be 

known. 

 

“In relation to the second part of your letter……. 

 

“I did know something of the history of your attempt to start up a football side in Geelong, and 

of the difficulties caused by the existence of the Geelong Amateurs. 

 

“On the other hand, I personally (and it is only a personal opinion) would be happy to see some 

sort of an amalgamation in Melbourne, and it may be that some discussion about this in the 

future might be useful.  I have not had an opportunity to mention your letter to the Committee 

–  we do not have another meeting until next week - so I am at the moment speaking very much 

on my own. Whether it or the rest of the Club would want to do anything along those lines I do 

not know, but I shall investigate the matter further. 

 

“P.S. Perhaps after last Saturday’s devastating performance by both Schools at Olympic Park, 

we could consider starting up an amalgamated Old Boys Aths Club!” 

 

================================================================= 
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There is additional material I can put into this Year History in due course, but this at least is a start. 

 

These notes have been prepared to the best of the writer’s ability given the passage of time, a sometimes-failing 

memory (where the bloody hell are those car keys?), and sometimes erratic hard-copy records (although in regards 

to the last-mentioned, 1970 is pretty good).  

 

If anyone has any comments, complaints, criticisms or corrections, or even compliments, please contact me on 

lemmododo@gmail.com 

 

Peter Lemon Feb 2019  

 

================================================================= 
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