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Old Geelong Football Club Year Notes  Season: 1969           Compiled by Peter Lemon 

 

Profiles in Power: quarter 

or three-quarter time, date 

unknown in 1969, Como 

Park: Garth Manton, plus 

Donald Bradshaw  
(Grandfather of 2016 

U19s co-Captain Ed 

Gubbins), Peter Siede, 

Rod Brown, Bill Hodder 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

As advised in the 1968 notes, 

there is some uncertainty as to 

whether some photos were 

taken in 1968 or 1969. This is 

definitely 1969. 

 

Office Bearers 
 

(Many of the following listed as office bearers were elected at a special meeting held immediately 

before the Annual Dinner the previous September, 1968.  The rationale was that this would enable 

the new Committee to be in place much earlier than it had been in the past, when elections were not 

held until February of the relevant year.)  

 

President: Garth Manton (returning to the role after an absence of two years – presumably his 

business and family were now much more under control and far less demanding than they had been 

when he stepped down at the end of 1966, citing both of them as the reason!) 

Vice-Presidents: Deryk Stephens, Michael Tinsley 

Secretary:  Peter Lemon 

Treasurer: Michael Gretton-Watson 

Honorary Vice-President: Nugget Stephens 

Committee: Bill Beasley, Mick Forwood, Cam MacMillan, Rob Mims, David O’Byrne, 

Richard Weibye 

Registrar: Al Chapman 

Captain Firsts:  Bill Tunbridge 

Captain Reserves: Cam MacMillan 

Coach Firsts: Peter Scott 

Coach Reserves: Cam MacMillan 

Delegate to VAFA: Bill Tunbridge 

Hon Club Doctor: Dr Fred Fenton 

Firsts Manager:  Jamie Kinnear 
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Reserves Manager:  Ted Gray 

Property: Graeme Fenton 

 

Football 
C Section. A not overly successful season for the Firsts who, despite winning seven games from 18 

home-and-away matches for the year and finishing with a percentage of 96.4 were relegated back to 

D Section at the end of the year after finishing ninth. 

 

In a pretty even section it all came down to the last match of the year, when to stay in the grade 

OGGS had to defeat higher placed Old Melburnians away, and were relying on Hampton Rovers, 

who were expected to lose to Powerhouse to do just that.  The OGGS pulled off a memorable win in 

their game by over nine goals, only to have the elation dashed afterwards when it was learnt that 

Hampton had won, which was enough to keep them in the section and put OGGS back into D 

Section. 

 

“Unfortunately about 15 minutes after the game a large crowd of excited players and supporters 

heard the news that Hampton had won their match and that our brilliant effort was in vain. 

Happiness vanished quickly and it was a series of long faces and heavy hearts which retired to “The 

Bot”.  (The Botanical Hotel in Domain Road, South Yarra, in those days being the Club’s pub.) 

 

However, there was one major highlight of the 

season at its conclusion when it was reported* that 

Terry Brown had been awarded the VAFA C 

Section Best & Fairest award for 1969, based on 

the votes of the field umpires. (Of which in those 

days there was only one each match.) Terry scored 

20 points (three 3 votes, two 2 votes and one third 

vote) and in so doing continued on his way to 

becoming the most prolific award winner in the 

Club’s history.  He had been living in Geelong that 

year and travelling up to Melbourne each week for 

matches.    

 

(*Reported: no Vote Count nights, no internet 

coverage, no internet, no community radio, no 

photos. Just a phone call from the VAFA Secretary 

to advise of the win.) 

 

We put the photo right in the 1968 notes as well: it 

is not clear if this shot of Terry Brown was taken in 

1968 or 1969 but it was against West Brunswick 

and is more likely to have been from the former 

year. 

                 .   

 

 

 

 

 



 

3 

 

In doing so Brown became the second OGGFC 

player to win a VAFA Section Best & Fairest, 

following the win of Tony Poolman in 1965 (E 

Section).  

 
Terry Brown, left. 

 

The Reserves also struggled - again, but not quite so 

badly as in 1968 - with both numbers and talent (the 

writer can remember picking up kicks, although not 

necessarily at will, in the last game of the season), 

and managed five wins and 13 defeats to also finish 

9th. 

 

==================================== 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking at items extracted from the minutes of various meetings, it is easy to see that not too 

much went right in that season. 

 

From minutes of Committee Meeting held some time in October 1968 

 
(Though held in 1968, it was after the election of the Committee for 1969, and it for this reason I am 

inserting details in the 1969 Year Notes .-  P.L.) 

 

* Nugget Stephens was unanimously elected as Honorary Vice-President. Again. 

 

* C. MacMillan had won the final of the Pre-Season Squash Competition of 1968 (in September 

1968) and was awarded a trophy. 

 

* Barbeque held at D. Stephens’ place 6 Oct – a pleasant afternoon marred at the end by highly 

inclement weather 

 

From minutes of Committee Meeting held 18 November 1968 

 

* A. Chapman to have the honour board brought up-to-date 

 

* The outgoing Treasurer Tony Poolman presented an extensive paper containing a raft of 

problems which he identified as contributing to the Club’s poor financial position. These included, 

but were not limited to, the following: 

 

# Arrears in players paying match fees, with little hope of them now being collected. (In those days 

OGGFC players were meant to pay an amount each time they played. In the early days before 

decimalisation, about two shillings a game. Prices in 1968 were around 30 cents.  The problem was 

that match fees required someone to collect them from each of our sides each match day, and the 

excuses of players were endless, with “left my wallet in the car”, “don’t have enough on me but I’ll 

pay you next week. Trust me.”, and “I’ve only got a $10 note” some of the most popular.) 
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From minutes of  the Annual General Meeting held February 26, 1969. 

 

41 people were in attendance. 

 

* It was stated the election of office bearers for 1969 in late 1968 had provided beneficial results; 

the new Committee was well established and away to a good start. 

 

* Expenditure for 1968 had exceeded income by $400 and the Club’s finances were not good. Strict 

enforcement of collection of subscriptions would be necessary next season. “The main problem was 

that in the past income had been listed as “Cash Expected” and “Cash Received”. The “Cash 

Expected” listing had been weak because money owing is not always received in a club of this 

nature. (Editorial comment: “Cash Expected”! OMG) 

 

* The President stressed however that the Club was nowhere near bankrupt and that we had $300 

ready to pay back to the Old Boys Association and $300 to pay to the VAFA (presumably 

affiliation fees still owing from last year, or which would become due very shortly for 1969.)  

 

* Andrew “Al” Chapman was elected to Life Membership as a result of his having played his 

100
th

 game the previous year. 

 

* W. Tunbridge brought up the matter of (inadequate) training lighting at Como. Mr. Manton felt 

that there was little that could be done but that attempts were continuing. 

 

From minutes of Committee Meeting held March 10 

 

* P. Scott.  Lighting at Como is an urgent matter. Stephens and Manton to follow up this matter. 

 

* Scott also mentioned flu injections. He could probably get the Richmond Football Club doctor to 

give them at $2 each. 

 

From minutes of Committee Meeting held 9 April 

 

* There would be a party at 704 Toorak Road, Malvern on the evening of Sat. 26 April. Coat-and-

tie necessary for blokes. 

 

* Graeme Fenton had been leading the push for improved lighting at Como and was getting things 

done. He had been to the SEC (State Electricity Commission) to discuss the matter, and had also 

spoken to the Supervisor of Parks and Gardens for the Municipality of Prahran.  

 

“There is enough power for 12 lights to be put up. This could involve: 

 

1) Putting up to six lights on the sole existing pole (the maximum it could take)  

 

2) Putting up an additional new pole to the east of the then-current one.  The Supervisor of Parks 

and Gardens for Prahran says he thinks this would be approved. It would involve a trench being dug 

all the way around from the Clubhouse for the wiring.  

 

3) Detachable lights to be put on existing flag poles on the Clubhouse.” 
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Discussion on costs and the possibility of getting a loan from the council.  G. Fenton to keep in 

touch with the SEC. 

 
Coach Peter Scott 

addresses the troops at Old 

Brighton during the year. 

Players are Tony Nathan, 

Barry Laws, Geoff 

Grantham and David 

Hudson.  

 

 

And at the back Graeme 

Fenton who did so much to 

try to get the lighting at 

Como improved during the 

season, and Peter Wilcocks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From minutes of Committee Meeting held 12 May 

 

* Updating of the honour board had finally been completed and the board put back up in the rooms. 

 

* 116 of the new club ties had been sent – and paid for. (?!?!) 

 

* The scoreboard numbers for both Righetti Oval and Como had been repainted – thanks extended 

to G. Fenton, R. Mims and E. Gray. 

 

* A Sunday morning run had seen 22 players 

partake. A few more merely looked on, including 

Ted Gray “who thought the run was successful.” 

 

* Pie Night at Dr. Fenton’s was of the usual high 

standard. 

 

* The Annual Eltham Barbeque. Very successful 

too. Charge was adequate and $44 profit. Food 

was just sufficient to go round.  

 

The work of the bookmakers had assisted with the 

amount of the profit. (A book was run on the 

competitors in the Sheaf Tossing competition.) A 

couple of photos from the day follow:  
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(I have been asked following earlier Year 

Histories to detail names of main people 

in photos wherever possible.)   

 

In this case: Nugget Stephens (seated 

behind bush) Michael Kilmister, John 

Claringbold, Peter Wilcocks, Rod 

Brown and somebody else, standing 

behind right-hand bush 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Rear: Westmore Stephens (or Stevens?) 

 

Frontish: Nicole Richards, Andrew (?)  

Kemp, Rod Fraser, Tony Coleman, 

Rod Brown, Jan Grover, Pam 

Bradshaw, Bruce Bywater. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* The Party at 704 Toorak Road was reported by the President to have been “most successful” and 

to have been “first class” and “very well done”. He extended his thanks to those who arrived on the 

Sunday to help clean up. Chapman reported at least 99 people were there on the Saturday night.  

The charging system on entry was well worth it despite some earlier disagreement.  (It might have 

been 100 people had one long-prominent Melbourne Architect not secured free admittance by 

clandestinely and shamelessly entering though a back door of the premises, or even a back window, 

at one of these functions. Thank you, Greig.) 

 

A car belonging to the girlfriend of one of the players had been stolen from outside the venue (it 

was a dangerous neighbourhood); it was sighted the next day and recovered. 
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* Dr. Fenton had been able to get to all matches so far. His assistance to members of opposition 

teams on a couple of occasions has done much for our relations with other clubs. 

 

* A new ground-sheet has been obtained by Michael Rigg.  (In those times a ground-sheet was a 

standard part and usage of football for three quarter-time breaks. It is something which largely 

disappeared from football many years ago.) 

 

 

 

 

 

History does not record if this 

is the old or the new ground- 

sheet being sat on at Old 

Brighton: players close to 

camera David O’Byrne, Tim 

Armytage 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Liquor.  (In those days the Club had to secure a separate permit from the Liquor Control 

Commission to dispense alcohol in the rooms at Como on each match day. It was not permitted to 

sell alcohol.) The Secretary reported he had been rung by the Licensing Inspector for the South 

Yarra area asking if the Club was in sound enough financial position to dispense free beer. 

Secretary had said yes. Some discussion ensued as to how best to obtain donations that might offset 

the cost of our generosity. 

 

* Training Lights. Three new lights (out of 12 possible) are now up at Como on the one and only 

pole and are “very effective”.  (Without in anyway belittling the outstanding efforts of Graeme 

Fenton, this was a comparative assessment only.  The Secretary reported that he “was now capable 

of seeing something at Como after it gets dark, though he wasn’t quite sure what.”) 
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* A major vote of thanks to Robert Mims was passed for all the 

work he has been doing at home matches – afternoon teas, 

raffles etc., and in other capacities when we were playing away.  

 

Rob had become a 

major contributor in 

a number of roles 

around the Club 

over the past few 

seasons. 

 

In a club of few 

helpers it was not 

hard for those who 

did assist to fill a 

number of roles on 

the same day, 

although we are 

pretty certain these 

photos were not 

taken on the same 

Saturday. 

 

* Deficiencies in the hot-water service at Como for showers 

were discussed (they often ran out quickly).  “There is a chance 

that bottled gas might be the answer.”  (It wasn’t.) 

 

* Coach’s Report.  “No coach. No report.” 

 

* Need to have more assistance for the girls at afternoon teas 

was mentioned. (In those days there was no kitchen, and no serving grill leading from inside to the 

outside upstairs.) 

 

* There is also an urgent need to have someone else helping with the bar. After the game Gretton-

Watson and Rigg had to do it the whole time most home-game Saturdays. 

 

From minutes of Committee Meeting held 9 June 

 

* Donations.  Our supporters continue to be generous at home games and the money received from 

the Old Brighton match offset the costs of providing free beer and provided $19 extra for Club 

funds. From the Commonwealth Bank game we were able to put 21 cents into Club funds.  

 

* Telegrams had been sent to the Club by Peter Jenkins, and Michael & Bill Forwood 

congratulating Michael “Footy” Fraser on playing his 100
th

 game for the Club.  
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(That is Michael Fraser, 

first player from the left, 

in photo opposite, taken 

sometime during the 

season.) 
 

 

Also in photo: Ted Gray, 

Michael Rigg, Phillip 

Kennon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other players to reach 

the 100-game mark 

during the year were 

Michael Gretton-

Watson, Peter King 
and the Firsts’ Captain, 

Bill Tunbridge. 

 

Whilst there is some 

sharpness in the parked 

cars, Gretton-Watson 

proves too fast for the 

technology as he takes 

the ground for his 100
th

 

game at Righetti Oval 

Kooyong, for the 

Reserves. 

 

 

* Coach’s Report. The team is being affected by a lot of niggling injuries. Many of the older players 

are playing badly. Training and morale are not good. The University vacation also makes matters 

difficult.  

 

* The problem of communication was also discussed. Players failing to inform their coach that they 

were injured or unavailable. 

 

* The lack of officials, especially at Righetti Oval for Reserves’ matches was discussed. (And in 

those days the number of officials required at matches was much less than today. With only a 19
th

 

and 20
th

 man, such things as Interchange Stewards, Duty Officers, had never even been thought of.) 
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* The Captain complained about the massive variation in the abilities of goal umpires (then always 

club officials) and considerable lack of competence on the part of most of those who have done the 

job so far this season. 

 

* The problem of cars parking around the ground at Como: was discussed.  (There was no boom-

gate which could be put across the entry from Williams Road in those days.) It was decided there 

was nothing we could do to stop them coming in. The President reported that he had received an 

apology from J. Jeffries who had driven across the oval (after a match). 

 

* Ted Gray reported that the state of the jumpers was very bad last week. 

 

From minutes of Committee Meeting held 14 July 

 

* The Club to write a letter of appreciation to Terry Brown for his efforts in coming up from 

Geelong each week to play with us.                

 

* For a change of training scenery, the coach had arranged a gym night at Wesley College. Good 

attendance; enjoyed by those present and a good break from training. However, we were still beaten 

the next week. 

 

* Barbeque lunch at P. Scott’s place for Firsts before match against Tooronga-Malvern. Very 

pleasant lunch, but it was not followed by a good match. 

 

* Problem of the baseballers failing to get out of the downstairs rooms in time for our afternoon teas 

to be prepared at Como was discussed. (In those days the home side changed upstairs.) 

 

* The failure of Reserves players to stay and support the Firsts on Saturdays was commented on. 

 

* Letter to Mr and Mrs. R.T. Mims in appreciation for providing venue for Pie Night, and to Mrs 

Whalley (mother of player Richard) thanking her for her assistance at The Lemons’ two weeks 

ago. 

 

From minutes of Committee Meeting held 12 August 

 

* The V.A.F.A. will introduce the Out of Bounds on the Full rule next year. 

 

* Three tickets for the Black-Tie Night had been sold. (Sales must have improved: a later report in 

a Newsletter stated “the  tremendous enthusiasm and support, too, for the Black Tie Night held on 

the Wednesday after the season proved that, although we are down a grade, we are certainly not 

out. With an attendance of 140, donated beer, a good band and some magnificent singing (?) from 

Braddy, Tunna and Rigg, the evening went down as one of the best ever for the O.G.G.s”.) 

 

* Trophies:  It was decided that the Best Clubman award can only go to a financial member of the 

Club. 

 

* “Gretton-Watson complained about the lack of administration at the turn (party) at his place, 

especially the absence of a record-player, and the need for the same one or two people to operate 

the barrel all night. M. Forwood complained about the $1 admission fee. This was not advertised 

beforehand and there was very little food available.” 
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A less than clement day at Como: Peter 

Renwick, Peter Scott, Bill Hodder (?), 

Garth Manton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From minutes of Committee Meeting held 1 September 

 

* Mr. Whalley (of AJ Whalley Jewellers) had offered to obtain the trophies for us and at no charge. 

 

From minutes of Committee Meeting held  13 October 

 

* The President reported that he and Nugget Stephens had attended the Annual Dinner of the 

VAFA during which T. Brown was presented with a three piece tea-set trophy for winning the 

VAFA C Section Best & Fairest. 

 

* Old Geelong F.C. Annual Dinner.  It was generally agreed that the locality was not as good as 

might be. The President complained that the beer was warm. 

 

* The Club had nominated Terry Brown for membership of the Victorian team for the Australian 

Amateur Football Carnival to be held in Perth in the middle of next year. 

 

 

Trophies for the year presented at the OGGFC Annual Dinner were as follows: 

 

Turnbull Trophy for Best & Fairest:  Terry Brown (for the second time) 

E.H. Montgomery Trophy for Runner-Up to Best & Fairest: Tim Armytage 

D.C. Moore Trophy for Best First Year Player:  Michael Crawford 

D.M. Bennett Trophy for Most Consistent: Terry Brown (for the third year running). 

Brazier Trophy for Most Improved:  Tony Nathan 

I.D. MacKinnon Best Club Man:  Robert Mims and Ted Gray equal 

Seymour Trophy for Best & Fairest in the Reserves: Peter King (for the second time) 

Captain’s Trophy:  Bill Tunbridge 
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Team photo taken that year at Como    

   

Standing rear: Tony Nathan, David Hudson, John Claringbold, Don Bradshaw, Ian McCracken, 

Peter Renwick, Mike Crawford, Ross Webster, Barry Laws, Rob McGuiness, Bruce Weibye, Peter 

Lemon (Trainer),  Peter Scott (Coach)  

Sitting on bench: Tim Armytage, Mick Forwood, David O’Byrne, Bill Tunbridge (Captain), Terry 

Brown, Richard Weibye.  

Sitting front: Rod Fraser, Mark Armstrong 

 

Post Scripts 

 

Since preparing the bulk of these notes a few more long-forgotten bits and pieces have come to light 

from newsletters and correspondence: 

 

* The Club was sharing Como Park with Melbourne High School Old Boys Lacrosse Club on 

alternate Saturdays, and Righetti Oval (Reserves) with De La Salle Old Boys Football Club. 

 

* The VAFA held their first ever Presidents’ & Secretaries’ Dinner shortly before the start of the 

season. (This has continued ever since and has become a major fixture on the VAFA’s calendar, 

now being held each year at the Melbourne Cricket Club.) 

 

* Best Players & Goal Kickers from each Saturday’s matches had to be written out on a 

prescribed form and mailed by the club to The Amateur Footballer magazine, “to arrive by first 

post Monday.” (In those days there were two postal deliveries a day in Melbourne, morning and 

afternoon.) 

 

* The Amateur Footballer magazine was provided to clubs at a cost of 7.5 cents per copy, and 

could be sold by them for 10 cents per copy. 
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* VAFA Permit Committee (Registrations) would not accept forms which contained any 

crossings-out, mistakes, sweat stains, marks or excessive folding. 

 

* A couple of further notes about the lights at Como before the “improvements” mentioned earlier:  

 

“Five lights of an outdated variety sufficient to light only a small area of the ground which in turn 

leads to overuse of that small area.” 

 

“On top of this they are adjusted so that the light falls largely at the base of the pole.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  Away game. Brunswick? 

 

* Firsts’ Field umpire for one match at Como, A.J. Fowler, injured himself during the course of 

the game. (As mentioned earlier, in those days there was only one central umpire. History does not 

record who took over from him.) He wrote thanking the Club for providing him with a set of 

crutches and apologising for the fact that it would be a couple of weeks before he would be able to 

return them. 

 

* The $300 owing to OGG General Committee was repaid in June. 

 

* Not only was a player’s girlfriend’s car stolen from outside a party at 704 Toorak Road, 

Malvern one Saturday evening as mentioned earlier, but the story gets worse. The following report 

has been found, indeed excavated, in relation to the end of a Committee Meeting held at the same 

premises later in the season: 

 

“At the last meeting of the old Committee Rob Mims, Mick Forwood and Cam MacMillan had 

their cars parked on the side of the road opposite, when a chap in an M.G.B. ran into the back of 

Rob Mims’ one-month-old car which ploughed into the back of Mick Forwood’s car, which 

rammed into Cam’s vehicle. Rob and Mick’s cars (and the M.G.) were tow-away jobs and the repair 

jobs will cost about $2000. No-one was hurt, although Mick had just got into his car at the time.” 
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* And to conclude the 1969 Notes, we re-print part of a thank-you letter written by the Secretary to 

Cam and Beverley MacMillan of Rosslyn Street Brighton following a Pleasant Sunday Morning 

(which had morphed into a Pleasant Sunday Afternoon) held at that address during the course of the 

season: 

 

“……it was thoroughly enjoyed by all those there, and we are indebted to you for providing the 

venue and for making all the arrangements. 

 

“I hope there was no damage done anywhere and that despite the continuous shower of tennis balls 

and old footballs over the fence (and Mr. Bright’s incursions) into the neighbours’ backyard, the 

neighbours’ chooks are still laying.” 

 

Both Cam MacMillan and Reg Bright remain active supporters of the Club. We are unaware of 

what happened to the neighbours’ chickens. Or their eggs. 

 

 
===================================================================================== 

Final comments 

 
1) Should any reader wish to add to, or comment politely on, anything in these notes, please contact Peter 

Lemon on Melbourne 86014327 or peter@peregrineadventures.com 

 

2) In relation to the photo on Page 1 of these notes, we can report 

that there will be ten players with the OGFC this year with 

fathers and/or grandfathers who played for the Club. There will 

be a section relating to this in the set of Past Player & General 

Supporter Notes which is currently in the course of preparation. 

At least it all keeps me off the streets.) 

 
3) Work on Season 1970 has commenced, but it is expected it 

will be many weeks before it is completed.   
        
          Seven out of the ten 
 

 

 

mailto:peter@peregrineadventures.com

