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Old Geelong Football Club Year Notes: 1966     

 

(As with previous Year Notes, the various items are extracted, often haphazardly, from various 

sources: they do not purport be a general narrative about the year. For almost the first time a 

number of football-related photos have made their way into the Club’s archives. It is not known 

who took any of them from 1966. Items in italics are generally editorial comment or opinion from 

Peter Lemon who put these notes together and who took the post-1966 photos.) 

 

Photo above: In the days preceding mega-banners, Tony Poolman leads Captain John Lewisohn 

onto the Harry Trott Oval, Albert Park for the D Section Grand Final on 10 September, 1966. 

====================================================================== 

 

Annual General Meeting    (Held 28 February) 

 

* There were 45 people at the AGM.  (In 2013 there were 16.) 

 

* Election of Office Bearers  

Prefacing the election, the President Garth Manton stated (perhaps from bitter experience) that 

when voting, members should consider carefully the jobs to be done, and the reliability and 

availability of candidates. The following were elected: 

 

President: Garth Manton 

Secretary: Tom Laycock 

Treasurer: John McInnes 

Vice-Presidents: Tony Mollard, Deryk Stephens  

Hon. Vice-President:  Nugget Stephens 
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Committee:  Jim. Anderson, Alby Carnegie, Brian Wawn, Michael Tinsley, Tim Cox, Michael 

Fraser (until moved interstate mid-season, when Ted Gray was appointed in his stead.)    

 

The following were the unsuccessful candidates:  P. King, R. Forsyth, W. Tunbridge, T. Brown, 

P. Lemon. 

 

* Subscriptions were set as: $4 Ordinary, $2 First-Year members. 

 

* Notes in the AGM minutes included the following statements attributed to the President: 

 

“The Committee, over the past month or so, have had a very difficult time. We received notification 

that B. Wawn was unavailable to coach this year owing to university studies. (See 1965 Year 

Report.)  During Brian’s couple of years of coaching he has brought us up from “E” Grade, and I 

extend my thanks on behalf of the Club for your inspiring leadership and continuous determination 

as Captain/Coach. 

 

“Naturally we were set a problem. After a lot of lengthy meetings and discussions, the outgoing 

committee recommended Peter Scott (as non-playing coach) for the 1966 Season.  Peter Scott 

came from Collegians and played in many premiership teams, and also coached. He is very 

knowledgeable and dedicated to our game of football. If elected, the Club would pay him a fee.” 

 

The question of a professional coach was thus raised. The pros and cons of the matter were 

discussed at length, and then left in the hands of the incoming committee. 

 

======================================================================= 

 

The payment of a coach was a new and somewhat alien concept for many of those in the Club. 

(Indeed as most previous coaches had been playing coaches it was therefore not a matter which 

had been raised before.) There was some debate about this, and it was left to the incoming 

committee to make the necessary decision. 

 

By the time the season had started, the following had been appointed to on-field or nearly-on field 

positions: 

 

Captain Firsts:  John Lewisohn   

Vice Captain: Bill Tunbridge  

Captain Reserves: Jim Anderson 

Coach Firsts: Peter Scott 

Coach Reserves: Jim Anderson 

Delegate to VAFA:  (probably Nugget Stephens) 

 

(A meeting of the previous Committee on 28 February had discussed the matter of coaching and 

had recommended that the incoming committee should appoint Scott as coach. A motion was 

moved and minuted precisely as follows, “Vote for Coach, with qualification that any abstinations 

(sic?) that would, if they had not been abstinations, affected the vote will cause a re-vote at a later 

date.”  One can only express relief that the matter did not end up in the High Court. – Ed.) 
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Peter Scott (furthest left, at Como in photo left, 1974) 
would go on to coach at the Club for longer than 

any other person in its history; the Firsts 1966 to 

1970 inclusive, and the Reserves 1972 -1974. 
Others in photo: Bruce Osboldstone and Barry Laws 

 

 
(And, right, 

Barry Laws 
again at 

Como, 2014 

at three-      

quarter time 

as OGS play 

MHSOB) 

 

 

 

 

 

The football season 

 

After the bitter pills of 1965, the Club held on to nearly all of its playing list, and saw it added to 

with the arrival of John Lewisohn and Clive Blazey from the University Blues, plus “gun” full 

forward Joey Allen mid way through the season. 

 

The Club enjoyed an extremely successful season, being Premiers in D Section and D Reserve 

Section. 

 

At the end of the home-and away season the Seniors had finished second on the ladder with 15 wins 

and three losses.  Two of those losses had been to their Second-Semi opponents, Old Carey, by six 

points and two points respectively. That said, a number other games had been won but narrowly 

along the way. 

 

The season had seen generally strong performances across the board, although the loss of revered 

club identity and veteran on-baller and goal kicker Michael “Footy” Fraser (including 62 goals, 

1965), and of regular Firsts’ player Tony Cox mid season through job transfers had not been 

helpful. 

 

The Second Semi-Final, however, saw Old Geelong reversing those results against Old Carey and 

by a larger margin: 

 
Old Geelong     2 - 0     7 - 6    9 - 6     12 - 7 

Old Carey         2 - 2     2 - 3    4 - 10    6 -12 

 
Goals:  J. Allen 4, C. Mitchell 2, A. Walker 2, B. Wawn 2, C. McMillan, J. Lewisohn 

Best:    M. Richmond, A. Poolman, J. Lewisohn, B. Sprague, C. Mitchell, M. Standish     
 

From a draft Newsletter:   
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Firsts: “The Second Semi saw our Firsts clash against our old rivals Carey at whose hands we had 

suffered two defeats during the season. All players were keen, knowing that the winner would go 

straight into the Grand Final and therefore into C Grade. 

 

“Carey were quick to score, putting on two quick goals – after 10 minutes the football machine of 

the OGGs came into action. Controlling the ruck through Chris Mitchell and Mike Richmond, and 

gaining wonderful drive from Captain John Lewisohn, centre, and Terry Brown on the wing, the 

ball was constantly driven forward bringing up the necessary goals. The backline of Bill 

Tunbridge, Clive Blazey and Tony Blazey was impassable, with all players playing in front. 

 

“Tackling was hard, the game was fast and thrilled the crowd…….” 

 

(The excitement must have been too much for whoever was writing this report because 

unfortunately it does not seem to proceed any further……..!!) 

 

A fortnight later, OGGS again fronted up against Old Carey in the Grand Final, the game being 

played at the Harry Trott Oval, Albert Park. 

 

Unfortunately there was no Amateur Footballer Magazine the following week (all Grand Finals 

apparently being played on that same Saturday) and the report in the first copy in 1967 gave only 

the final score, with no quarter-by-quarter numbers. 

 

In the Grand Final the senior team defeated Old Carey 13.5 to 7.11. 

 
Goals:  Allen 4. Sprague 3, Mitchell 2, Wawn 2, Walker 2 

Best: Sprague, Reid, Poolman, Lewisohn, A. Blazey, Allen 

 

       The Firsts leaving the field at the end of the Grand Final   

 

======================================================================= 

The Reserves’ Road to the Premiership was longer; after looking set for a top-two finish with 11 

wins and three losses and a month to go, the rest of the home-and-away season went somewhat 

pear-shaped (there were some murmurs of the word “snow”), and they went on to finish in fourth 
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spot on 12-6, just a game less percentage ahead of fifth. The trouble did not end there as they trailed 

ANZ Bank until well into the final term, before a late goal put them in front. 

 

Reserves’ First Semi-Final  
Old Geelong     2 - 4   3 - 6   3 - 8   5 - 11 

ANZ Bank        2 - 0   2 - 1   6 - 2   6 - 3  

 

Goals:   Malseed 2, Tinsley, Whitehead, Anderson 

Best:     Beasley, Malseed, Handbury, Anderson, Henty, Chapman 

 

From the same draft Newsletter:  

 

“The Reserves just made the four and played the first semi final against ANZ bank. It was a great 

game played in perfect weather and conditions. At three quarter time, ANZ were 3 goals up, but 

with terrific tenacity, the OGGS managed to just get home by one point.” (Or maybe two. – Ed.) 

 

Reserves’ Preliminary Final 

“The Reserves’ win against Parkside in the Prelim Final was a great thrill for the Club. 

Unfortunately James Darling, playing his usual fast vigorous game was met by another Parkside 

player and was removed. Mike Tinsley, Bill Handbury and …….. (space left vacant for name of 

third player: will we ever know!?) were most elusive.” 

 
Old Geelong    5 - 4   6 - 8     9 - 11   9 - 12 

Parkside          2 - 0    3 - 2     3 - 3     7 - 6 

 

Goals: Anderson 4, Taverner 2, McKenzie, Woods, A. Fenton 

Best:   Michos, Anderson, Malseed, Rigg, Handbury, Bubb 

 

Grand Final: Old Geelong 6 - 10 d Old Carey 5 -7  (no quarter-by-quarter scores listed) 

 
Best:  Henty, Chapman, Bubb, Fenton, P. Hudson, Handbury 
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Photo previous page: Standing: A.H. Nugget Stephens, Ross McKenzie, Peter Hudson, Garth Manton (rear), 

Peter King, Jim Anderson, Andrew Chapman, Adrian Bell (believed kicked two goals from half forward 

flank in that game, that much is known), Nick Michos, Bob Malseed, Steve Whitehead, Cam McMillan, Bill 

Henty. 

Kneeling or leaning:  Bill Handbury, Tom Taverner 

Low Row: Peter Bubb, Nick Gatehouse, Michael Tinsley, Tony Fenton, Grant Woods, Robert Webb, 

Michael Rigg 

 

======================================================================= 

The following items have been retrieved from various minute books, correspondence folders and 

newsletters in varying states of repair and disrepair for that year. 

 

Social:  The Eltham Barbeque held in April was noted “as being a very enjoyable and eagerly 

awaited day on our calendar and one which helps greatly in welding the team together as young and 

old can meet and mix with each other.” 

 

* During the season, Bruce Osboldstone became the fifth O.G.G.F.C. player to have played 100 

games for the club.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Osboldstone is number 20 something in the middle of 

photo above. The child partially seen, flat on his back in 

the very far right, is believed to be John Manton who 

rather later went on to play 99 games for the Club and to 

be President in the years 2002, 2003 and 2004. As a 

continuation of the dynasty Eddie Manton played a 

number of games in the Under 19s in both 2012 (photo) 

and 2013, but sadly busted a collar bone in the Reserves 

game of Round 1 in 2014. We understand that he will 

shortly be back in training and hope that in years to 

come he will go on the play at least one more game than 

his Dad. ) 
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From Minutes of Committee Meeting 12 April 

 

Training had started at Como on 1 March.  

 

* P. Scott stated attendance at training was very poor and it was hard to coach the team with such a 

poor response, so he sought help to improve the number of members present on training nights. 

 

* G. Manton tabled a paper on the lack of enthusiasm and poor attendances. It was agreed copies 

be sent to forty players in an endeavour to improve the numbers at training. 

 

* John Lewisohn was appointed captain of the Firsts, with Bill Tunbridge as Vice Captain. 

 

* It was agreed the colour of the football socks to be worn in future should be Dark Blue (Carlton).  

 

(They had previously been Geelong VFL since the inception of the Club in 1954. It was not stated 

why the change was made. The move back to Geelong AFL hooped socks was made 40 years later 

at the start of season 2006. Contact Michael Teague for further details.) 

 

From Committee Meeting May (date unclear) 

 

* The coach has requested that some official be made responsible for making sure the team is 

changed by 1.55pm. (Senior matches at Como started at 2.30pm those days due to the baseball 

matches played up until then. The Reserves still played at Righetti Oval, Kooyong. The rooms of 

the day at Righetti can be seen in the background to this photo taken there later that year.) 

 

* Training is much more successful, and the number attending is a great improvement. 

 

* Afternoon teas at Como. T. Mollard donated a hot-water urn to be used at Como. A unanimous 

vote of thanks was passed. 

 

Correspondence  -  
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* From J. Fullerton, Secretary of the VAFA 

“The field umpire has reported your club for failure to comply with the rules of the Association in 

that only one new ball was presented for the choice of the opposing team in last Saturday’s match 

against Old Carey.  The penalty for such offence is that unless two new footballs are presented, and 

failing their presentation to the opposing team the home team is given 20 minutes to provide a new 

football which is acceptable to the opponents. The rule will be implemented should the situation 

occur again, with the club having to forfeit should they fail to comply.” 

 

* G.O.V. Manton to the Secretary of the OGGFC.  (Providing plenty of warning of impending 

retirement as President after five years at the helm.) 

“After a great deal of thought I have decided to resign at the next AGM as President of the 

O.G.G.F.C.   I do so with regret for my affection and faith in the club is known to you all. Ours is a 

young club and administered by young people and this is how it should be. A position in this club is 

an honour and requires time and effort. For five years I have done my best and now find my family 

and business commitments do not allow the time necessary.” 

 

(It was decided by the Committee that news of the impending resignation would not be made public 

until the season concluded.) 

 

* To Mrs R.N. Lemon from the Secretary:  

“I would like to thank you for your very generous gift of the stretcher. It is something we hope will 

not be needed very often. May I take this opportunity to thank you and the whole Lemon family for 

the wonderful support you give to the OGGFC.”  

 

From Committee Meeting 14 June 

 

* Approximate figures for social night held at home of Michael Tinsley; $60 profit.  Less breakage 

of table (claimed as 14
th

 Century, Ming Dynasty?): $30 - $40.  

 

* After-match drinks at Como:  

Introduction of cans, e.g. Brandy & Dry, Gin & Tonic: $0.50 cents 

Beer prices. Motion put: That the price of beer be increased from 0.40 cents to $0.45 cents. Motion 

not carried.  

 

* Coach said at the moment major problem is the number of injures along with the inter-Collegiate 

games. (Some players are playing three games in one week.) 

 

* A social event had been held at the R.S.L. Club, East Malvern – “a very enjoyable night and a 

wonderful location. A night where expenses are limited, but a band is needed. Terrific potential.”  

Profit: $9. 

 

* There had been a 50-50 deal for a Saturday night function with Old Carey. Approximately 100 

had attended, of whom just 14 were from OGGS. “Very disappointing.” Committee decided to give 

our half share of the profits to Old Carey.  

 

* Subscriptions Received to date: 194.  “Way below last year.” (But probably way ahead of 2014.) 

John McInnes to make a Black List for publication in the club-rooms. 

 

From Committee Meeting 9 August 
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There are actually two meetings listed and minuted for 9 August, one at the home of the President, 

the other at the home of the Treasurer. Given that attendees for both were much the same, it is 

presumed that at least one of the dates is wrong. It is probable that one was in July. 

 

* Profit on the “Go-Go Dance” at St. Kilda Cricket Club was $105. “A very pleasing night with 

relatively little work. Very wet day and night. Attendance 200.”  Organised through the good 

offices of St. Kilda Cricket Club (and OGGFC) members/players Michael Gretton-Watson and 

Bill Tunbridge. 

 

Correspondence: 

 

* In 30 June: from Parkside A. F. C. 

“We would like to thank your club for the interest shown by your Dr. Fenton towards players from 

our club who were injured in our recent match against you. The actions of this gentleman were 

appreciated by both the players and our club.” 

 

* Out: To Dr. Fred Fenton from 

Secretary OGGFC: “The 

Committee has been aware of your 

able and conscientious attention 

for some time. You have brought 

great credit to the club as 

evidenced by letters of 

appreciation from other clubs for 

Services rendered.” 

 

* From Dr. Fred Fenton, 5 

August: “Furthermore you might 

let the players know that if they 

keep playing to the present 

standard it will save me the cost of two “niners”. Whilst this will be somewhat welcome 

(financially), I would much prefer to find at the end of the season that I am out of pocket to the 

extent of two “niners” but this will only happen if there is a considerable sparking up of their past 

proved football abilities.” 
 

In photo above right: Nugget 

Stephens (after whom the Nugget 

Bar at Como is named), player 

Gary Hudson, and Dr. Fenton. 

 
 

 

Opposite: Grand Final day. Some 

of the victorious Reserves players 

lined up waiting for the Firsts to 

break through the mega-banner. 
The girl on the left with the 

balloons is Sue Osboldstone, and 

we think kneeling with the 

balloons is Robyn Hudson. 
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A training run was held at Righetti Oval, Kooyong, at some stage during the final series. It was 

probably on the Sunday prior to the Grand Finals, after the Reserves’ Prelim Final win the previous 

day. 
 

Standing: Garth Manton, Jim Anderson (Captain/Coach Reserves), Michael Standish, Tom Taverner, Steve 

Whitehead, Peter Scott, Peter Reid, Peter King, Tony Walker (head down), Andrew Chapman, Ian Brown, 

Terry Brown, Tom Healy, Brian Wawn, Fred Fenton, Nugget Stephens. 

 

Sitting:  Cam McMillan, Tony Poolman, John Lewisohn, Bruce Osboldstone, Brian Sprague 

 

Front Row: Peter Jenkins, Michael Richmond, Bill Tunbridge, Tony Fenton, Jo Cantor  

 
===================================================================================== 

 

 

2006 at Como, at a Pivot Lunch - 

some of those in attendance at the 40 

year reunion.  
 

Back: Peter Scott, Trevor King, Cam 

McMillan, Terry Brown, Rob Mackie 

(just), John Lewisohn, Peter Read, Tony 

Poolman, Chris Mitchell, Mike 

Richmond, Clive Blazey. 

 

Front: Tony Fenton, Peter Jenkins 

 

(Editorial note: For a number of years OGFC scarves were provided at Pivot Lunches thanks to the 

efforts of Graeme Goldsworthy. A few scarves still are to be seen around the place these days, but 

we suggest that the Club should repeat the exercise at the next lunch later in the year.) 
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Most Firsts players and other important people after the win. 
Back: Brian Wawn, Nugget Stephens, Peter Scott, John Lewisohn, Gary Hudson, Brian Sprague, Rob 

Mackie, Joey Allen, Ian Brown, Chris Mitchell (just), Bruce Osboldstone, Garth Manton, Tony Poolman, 

Tony Walker (obscured), Bill Tunbridge, Michael Standish, Clive Blazey, Peter Reid, Terry Brown. 

Front: Tony Blazey, Peter Jenkins, Michael Richmond, Tom Healy.  

 

=================================================================== 
Trophies awarded for the year were: 

Turnbull Trophy for Best & Fairest:  Terry Brown 

EH Montgomery Trophy for Runner Up to Best & Fairest: John Lewisohn 

DC Moore Trophy for Best First Year Player: Peter Jenkins 

D.M. Bennett Trophy for Most Consistent: Brian Wawn 

Brazier Trophy for Most Improved: Michael Richmond 

I.D. MacKinnon Trophy for Best Club Man:  Peter King 

Seymour Trophy for Best & Fairest in the Reserves: Bob Malseed 

Best in Finals Reserves:  Bill Handbury, Bill Henty   

Best in Finals Firsts:  Brian Sprague, Clive Blazey.  

======================================================================= 

In conclusion: 

 

* Chris Mitchell went on to play for Geelong (Cats) in the VFL 

Grand Final against Richmond the following year.  

 

* A member of that victorious Richmond side in 1967 was Michael 

Perry who went on to play for the Old Geelong Football Club in 

1980 and 1981, both years as Captain/Coach, and to coach the Club 

again in 1985.  (Michael Perry in action left at Como for the OGS 

in 1980.) 

 

* The girl on the fence in left of photo on Page 6 was Jenny 

Sievers (soon to become Jenny Poolman). We notice she is 

holding a camera - was she perhaps the taker of some of the 1966 
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shots which appear in this document? 

 

* A child born on Grand Final day in 1966 would be marking his or her 22nd birthday on the day 

when the next OGGFC premiership was added to the list (by then OGFC - the change was effected 

in late 1973), namely the Reserves’ win of 1988. 

 

* After these notes were all but completed early May 2014, we very sadly learnt that Gary Hudson, 

who was a member of the Firsts’ Premiership team and appears in two photos in this edition, had 

passed away just a couple of days before.   

 

* As did Brian Keddie who has already received mention in earlier Year Notes. Brian played 76 

games for the Club from 1958 to 1963. He was Runner Up to the Firsts Best & Fairest in both 1960 

and 1961, and was Vice-Captain in 1962 and also on the Committee in that year. 

 

* We have recently obtained access to some very old 8mm movie footage containing some brief 

sections taken at the Eltham Barbeques of 1958 and 1959, and some brief playing footage in 1958.  

At best it is of fair quality. There is also some more extensive footage of games played at Como 

Park in 1974 and some from 1975 (just discovered).  Most has all been transferred to DVD (a way 

of spending money even more quickly than bungy jumping), although there seems to have been a 

fault with part of the 1974 transfer and it is being done again. In due course we hope to be able to 

post some or all of this on the Club website. 

 

======================================================================= 

 
If any readers have anything to add to these notes, or to complain about, please contact Peter Lemon on 03 86014327 

(day) or on peter@peregrineadventures.com 

 

Work will commence on 1967 in the fairly near future. 

mailto:peter@peregrineadventures.com

