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Old Geelong Football Club - Historical Notes  Year: 1964         Doubts about Como Park 
 
The Annual Meeting was held on 26 February, with 33 people in attendance and there were 14 
apologies.  (In 2012 there were 15 in attendance - the quorum is 15 - with 24 apologies.) 
 
At that meeting  
 
1) The President, Mr. Manton, made a number of comments in relation to the previous season, 
1963: 
 
Seventy-one players had played at least one game for the Club during that year. He was grateful to 
those older players who had to strip in times of few players. 
 
He stated that “although the Club had been relegated to E Grade that as an F Grade was being 
formed we were not at the bottom of the ladder and warned the club accordingly”. 
 
He thanked C. Hazzard, D. Stephen, A. Newman, J. McInnes and Jock Bing’s parents, Tim 
Cox’s parents and the Morrisons for the use of their places for social functions. 
 
He thanked Coach Carnegie “who was solely responsible for vastly obtaining increased 
attendances each night and for enthusiasm which was maintained through the 1963 season, despite 
losses”. 
 
He continued on by thanking those officials who had helped so much “in odious duties such as 
Boundary Umpire, Goal Umpire, Trainer”. 
 
He commented on donations for 1963: main one had been the OGG Association which had 
contributed 100 pounds (out of a total of 155 pounds 19 shillings in donations received). 
 
2) Nugget Stephens reported on Righetti Oval, Kooyong (which had been used by the Reserves in 
their first season, in 1963) and stated that facilities would be improved for the ensuing year, but 
“permanent arrangements cannot be 
made until proposed freeway routes is 
finalised”. (This was the Monash 
Freeway where it now runs down the 
Gardner’s Creek Valley.) He 
suggested that the Club consider using 
this ground as a permanent home 
ground for Seniors and Reserves in 
the future. 
 
(Photo right, taken seven years later 
in 1971, with the Reserves still at 
Righetti Oval. Our First’s goal umpire 
from 2011 and 2012 Jo Cantor can be 
seen hyperventilating on the left and 
the change room can be seen in 
background. Others at the back are Peter Chomley, Peter Scott (Firsts’ coach), and Peter 
Mercovitch.   At front: don’t know – does anyone recognise?  And probably Neville Darke. 
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(Also at Righetti in 1971 – and we note at 
least one of these OGS players is wearing 
incorrect socks. It was not until the following 
year that the Reserves were finally able to 
play their games at Como Park. Intermittent 
suggestions were made right through this 
period that the Club should seek to run both 
of its two sides at Righetti.) 
 
3) N. Rundle noted that an OGG cricket 
team was in the process of being formed and 
wished those present to advise him of any 
pitch they may hear of being available. 
 
 (In fact it was not until 2009 that the OGCC 
was established - Ed. In the current season, 
2012/2013, a considerable number of 

members of the OGFC are playing for the cricket club as well. )  
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4) Reverting to the AGM of 1964, it was reported that there were 200 people on the Club’s mailing 
distribution list. 
 
The following office bearers for 1964 were elected at the meeting (after the President had expressed 
the need for a young and enthusiastic committee):  
 
President: Garth Manton 
 
Secretary: Nick Pierce (briefly – resigned in May due to business commitments.) 
      Jerry Rasmussen was then appointed by the Committee in his place. 
 
Treasurer: John McInnes (49 years later, in 2013, his son Hamish is the Treasurer.  That’s both of 
them at the Under 19s Grand Final in 2009.) 
 
Vice-Presidents: Tony Mollard and Deryk 
Stephens 
 
Honorary Vice-President:  “Nugget” Stephens 
(appointed for his sterling services to the Club 
since 1955)  
 
Committee: Blair Catanach, Jock Bing, Ian 
Brown, Jerry Rasmussen, John Stephen, R. 
Happell, (A. Carnegie added later) 
 
Captain and Coach Firsts: Brian Wawn 
 
Captain and Coach Reserves: Blair Catanach 
 
Delegate to VAFA: Tony Mollard 
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Deryk Stephens was appointed as a Life Member for having played his 100th game for the Club in 
1963, the second member of the Club to achieve this feat. 
============================================================================= 
 
1964 Football  
 
The Firsts: E Section.  Runners-Up, thereby gaining promotion back D Section for 1965.  In a 
major reversal of the form and fortunes of the previous five seasons the team won 15 games for the 
home-and-way season and lost three. They lost the Second Semi-Final, and then had a draw against 
Old Camberwell in the Preliminary Final, 5-8 each. In those days there was no provision for playing 
extra time in the case of draws in finals and the match was replayed the following week, with 
OGGS winning  6-21 to 7-6. The delayed Grand Final was then lost to North Old Boys by the same 
margin as the Second Semi – namely 45 points. 
 
For the first time in a number of seasons the 
team had become highly competitive.  This was 
in part the result of a number of people who 
had been playing with other clubs transferring 
to the OGGFC, and included the arrival of 
playing coach Brian Wawn. (Brian is in the 
middle in this photo from 1966 – there are none 
from 1964.  To his right is Dr. Fred Fenton 
and to his left is the often-mentioned-in-these-
notes Nugget Stephens.) 
 
From Trevor King, “I don’t know whether this 
is any use but it occurs to me that the 1959 
GGS side included a vast array of people who 
went on to play for the OGS, including me, 
Tony Blazey, Peter Patterson, Bert Happell, Brian Wawn (Captain of Football at GGS in 1959), 
Ian Brown, Bruce Osboldstone, Gary Hudson, Charlie Stanger and Mike Fraser, plus Jerry 
Rasmussen and Tony Poolman who of course both made the Team of the Half Century 
(announced in 2004). Brian Sprague was also in the side and I think he may have played a few 
games for the OGS but I’m not sure.”  (Brian Sprague did indeed play for the Club – 104 games 
1960-1967.)  And from that 1959 team Mechai Viravaidya also went on to play a few games with 
the OGFC, before some years later embarking on a major political and then public health career 
back home in Thailand.” 
 
The Reserves finished seventh in the 12-team Reserve Section 4, with eight wins and ten losses.  
 
As noted earlier, the Reserves played again at Righetti Oval, Kooyong (as the Como ground was 
used by Prahran Baseball Club for matches until 2.20pm). With the Firsts there were still occasional 
clashes of fixtures with the soccer club (Prahran City) which also used the ground in afternoons on 
alternate Saturdays. 
 
============================================================================= 
 
The following are notes from Committee Meeting Minutes during the year. (These are not 
exhaustive and represent a few possibly interesting bits extracted from each.)  
 



 52 

* From Committee Meeting of 10 March    
There had been a meeting with the Soccer Club Committee and there would be only be one or 
possibly two scheduling clashes this season. (It was not stated what would be done in relation to 
this.)  
 
The Treasurer Mr. McInnes advised that subscriptions were somewhat slow to be paid. 
 
It was resolved to 
appoint A. Carnegie as 
Manager of the Reserves 
team. (The following 
Committee Meeting, on 
6 April, noted that Mr. 
Carnegie was actually 
not available for that job 
and resolved that the 
position would be left in 
abeyance until the next 
meeting. That next 
meeting, on 5th May, 
noted that the following 
persons had been 
selected as a Panel of 
Managers (!!!!) for the 
Reserves team: R. Allen, 
M. Tinsley (furthest left, at Como, 1973), R. Happell, N. Stephens and N. Pierce. 
 
“It was realised that it was most important for Committeemen to attend training regularly and to 
encourage players to be punctual.” 
 
Recruiting.  The Committee was advised that circulars had been sent out to a number of persons 
who have left school recently but the response was non-existent. 
 
It was reported that “the school’s attitude to the club was poor and it was RESOLVED to visit the 
school in April and rectify this.” 
 
* From Committee Meeting of 6 April 
Finances in order. Subscriptions coming in at a steady rate. 
 
Arrangements were made for a Pie Night on 9 April at Fenton’s and 23 April at Clubrooms. 
 
G. Teal and M. Street were appointed as Boundary Umpire and Trainer respectively for the season. 
 
* From Committee Meeting of 5 May 
Pie Nights. The Committee unanimously agreed that the two pie nights had been a great success 
with special thanks to Bob Happell for his organisation of the second pie night at the clubrooms. 
 
There were 121 financial members. It was decided to prepare a black-list of un-financial members.  
 
The committee felt the recruiting situation was in good hands and that not many had “excaped”. 
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Socials at Bing’s and Manton’s had been a roaring success. 
 
Theatre Night to see “The Big Men Fly” was not considered as favourable. 
 
Grounds: G. Manton expressed concern about the difficulty in obtaining an alterative ground to 
Como Park and stressed that we should plan for our own club rooms and ground. 
 
Women’s Committee:   Abandoned until later date when more enthusiasm is shown. 
 
Addressograph to be brought up to date – G. Manton, D. Allen.   
 
(The minutes of the next committee meeting, in June, under the same subject, state:  
Addressograph to be brought up to date promptly – J. McInnes and J. Rasmussen to organise.) 
 
N. Stephens reported Reserves had been fined 25 shillings on 25 May.  It was decided to approach 
the offenders.  (Details of the problem or offences were not given.) 
 
Cash at hand or in bank.  374 pounds three shillings and 11 pence. 
 
It was noted that provision had not been made for Life Membership in the new constitution. 
 
A. Carnegie was unanimously elected as a new member of the Committee. 
 
J. Stephen to investigate non-appearance of Boundary Umpire, G. Teal. (It is not stated if that was 
on just one occasion, or intermittently, or even if it was for the entire season to date.) 
 
* From Committee Meeting of 2 June 
The idea of “buying” Life Membership was not favourably regarded. 
 
“Monthly letter” – to be prepared and sent to all members.  A. Carnegie 
to draft, J. Stephen to arrange duplicating. (Sadly, as with all other 
correspondence for the year, it seems that none of these, if written, have 
survived. John, you wouldn’t have any really old cardboard boxes worth 
looking through in your garage, would you? ) 
 
* From Committee Meeting of 7 July 
Blair Catanach pointed out that our subs (one pound, except for First 
Year Players 10/-) were very low at one pound. Other clubs charge 50 
shillings. 
 
Raffles: to be conducted more enthusiastically and with better prizes. 
 
It was suggested that the Club nominate several Patrons as warranted at the Annual Dinner each 
year for the following season. 
 
A suggested Social Night at the Federal Hotel was canned.  
 
Pleasant Sunday Morning: had lost 10 pounds, 14 shillings - unfortunate occurrence due to lack of 
publicity. Better planning required for next time. 
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Golf Day set for Sunday 22 November.  J. Bing to organise. Start 10:30am at Portsea Golf Club. 
 
Swimming Day at Tim Cox’s Sunday 13 Dec:  J. Bing to organise refreshments.  Ten shillings per 
male, five shillings per female. 
 
* Meeting of 17 September 
A gift of tickets to the VFL finals had been arranged for and given to the caretaker of the Como 
Park ground and pavilion a couple of weeks earlier.  Norm Kitley (or Kitely?) was recorded as 
having been thrilled. (Norm lived in the small white cottage at the top of the hill, and amongst other 
duties cleaned out the rooms each week after their use, be it by the soccer club, the baseball club or 
the football club. He was also responsible for the upkeep, line marking and maintenance of the 
ground itself.) 
 
============================================================================ 
 
Trophies for the year were awarded as follows: 
 
Turnbull Trophy for Best & Fairest:  Brian Wawn 
 
E.H. Montgomery Trophy for Runner Up to Best & Fairest:  Tony Poolman 
 
D.C. Moore Trophy for Best First Year Player: Tom Healy 
 
D.M. Bennett Trophy for Most Consistent: Deryk Stephens 
 
Trophy for Most Improved: Michael Gretton-Watson 
 
(Gretton-Watson had become the second Old Geelong Collegian to join the Club - starting in 1962.  
Fifty years later, he was inducted as an inaugural  
Legend of the Old Geelong Football Club in 2012.) 
 
I.D. MacKinnon Trophy for Best Clubman: Nicholas 
Gatehouse 
 
(This was the second year of the awarding of this trophy 
- the background for the naming of the trophy is not 
known.) 
 
Seymour Trophy for Best & Fairest in the Reserves: 
Jim Anderson (furthest right in photo right, taken in 1966). 
 
(This was the second year of the Reserves, and we 
believe the trophy was donated by Premiership player 
from 1956 and 1957, Baz Seymour.) 
============================================================================= 
 
This completes the notes for 1964. As usual we apologise for the lack of photos from the year in 
question, but there aren’t any, And as always, if anyone has anything further to contribute, you are 
asked to send an email to peter@peregrineadventures.com 
 


