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Foreword: In researching and writing these notes on the history of the OGFC, it is clear that certain 
trends had already established themselves in the Club early on, which have continued to a greater or 
lesser extent down the years. 
 
Trend No.1: From some notes late in 1956: 
 
“In various football clubs in Melbourne are some extremely good OGG footballers. Our problem is 
to persuade them to join our ranks. We can of course understand their reluctance to step down to D 
Grade…..on the other hand it is only with their assistance that we can move rapidly to A Grade, and  
thus provide future members with the advantage of playing with the highest grade of Amateur 
Football available in Australia. Last year Jack Jolley and David Lee made the sacrifice, and this 
year Noel Rundle has stepped down from the Ormond side.  Our supporters know the effect that 
footballers of this calibre have in our side and we are all duly grateful.” 
 
======================================================================= 
 
Old Geelong Football Club   Year: 1957   (a bad year for the flu and pneumonia)  

 
Above: a number of players from the 1957 team, photographed at a Past Players’ function at 
Elsternwick Park in 1988.   
 
Back Row: A rubbish bin, Michael Pointer, Bob Joyce, John Stephen, Bill Morrison, Andrew 
Morrison (1954 player), Malcolm Macleod, “Baz” Seymour, Deryk Stephens 
 
Front Row:  Robin Fenner, Richard Smallwood, Evan Macgregor, Noel Rundle 
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C Section. Premiers 
 
President: Bill Mollard 
 
Secretary: Bill Irvine  (Assistant Peter Gebhardt) 
 
Treasurer:  Bruce Rowe 
 
Vice-Presidents: Bill Ramsay, Alf Osbourne 
 
Committee: Don Bennett, Noel Rundle, Michael Moore, John Happell, Jim Perry,  
Jo Breadmore, Nugget Stephens  
 
Captain Firsts: Evan Macgregor    Coach Firsts:  Evan Macgregor 
 
Delegates to the VAFA:   Brian Dawes, Mike Pointer 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
(Unfortunately, the very considerable details of the previous seasons were not fully replicated in 
1957, or, and more likely, have not survived the subsequent passage of time. The following excerpts 
are from various notes and correspondence which have survived.) 
 
a) Committee Meeting of 15 February decided that a roster would be drawn up for boundary 
umpiring and for cleaning of the rooms. (Trend  No.2 – these have worked better some years than 
others.) 
 
b) The Annual Meeting was held on 4 March.   No further details are held. 
 
c) Committee Meeting 8 April:  “It was felt necessary to obtain some tin sheeting to draw away 
water dripping through from upstairs in the St. Kevin’s pavilion.”  (Trend No.3 - the same could 
have been said of the pavilion at Como for many years: perhaps it will not be a recurrent problem 
in 2012 given that the renovations and refurbishments should all have been finished by then. Indeed 
the official re-opening of the Como pavilion is taking place on Saturday 17 November, 2011.) 
 
d) Practice match vs Power House April 13.   “If the school is in the final of the Head of the River 
we will have a portable wireless at the ground and will endeavour to have the game stopped at the 
right time.” (They weren’t. The event was won by The Geelong College, who as yet had no 
connection with the Old Geelong Football Club.)  
 
e) The home ground was again the smaller of the two St. Kevin’s ovals.  
 
d) Apart from apparent problems with the water in the pavilion, the President also encountered 
other difficulties during the course of the season, as the attached notice to players would indicate: 
 
“Grogging on in the open air. 
 
The CHORE that most annoys the unfortunate President is the policing of St. Kevin’s’ instruction 
that we DO NOT DRINK outside the tog room. Perhaps I should state that I get NO PLEASURE at 
all from this particular job but have done it up to date so that we will not lose the ground. 
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It is a reasonable request on the part of St. Kevin’s. It is a School ground; it is overlooked by the 
railway. And Melbourne is chock full of WOWSERS etc. etc. 
 
As I see it we have two alternatives. The first is to 
obey the edict. The second is to do away with the 
sessions after the game. The second alternative 
would be forced on the committee rather than lose 
the ground.” 
 
(Photo right: The President of 1957, Bill Mollard 
in the middle, enjoying a refined social drink, 
rather than grogging on, indoors rather than out, at 
a Past Players’ event in the early 1980s.) 
 
f) Social: this included the following events during 
the year 
 
* A pre-season barbeque was held at John Happell’s home in Mordialloc, “from 1130 hours until 
        1700 hours (approx)”. 
                  “all food including chops and sausages, soft drink and ale will be provided by the club 
        at a cost of 15/- for men and 10/- for ladies”. 
 
(John Happell was also mentioned in a number places in the previous years of these notes: sadly he 
passed away in June, 2011.) 
 
*     the by-now annual barbeque was held at Eltham – amongst the catering was provision for two                       
         18 gallon kegs of beer and three nine-gallon kegs.  
       
*    There was a black-tie dance at “Bambalina” on Saturday 1 June. 
 
*    A casual dance was held at the Hawthorn Tea Gardens in August. 
 
*    A “wonderful evening” was held at Blair Cattanach’s home in May - 200 in attendance 
 
*    The Annual Dinner was held in the Banquet Hall of the London hotel on Saturday, 5 October.    
      In the custom of the time it was an all-male affair, and 72 people attended.  (The target was 60.) 
 
g)   Football 
 
*    Early in the season there were only nine players available from the 20 who represented the Club 
  in the Grand Final of 1956. 
 
*    The team lost their first two games of the season. 
 
*   In July: “Our two leading players from the point of view of games played are missing today 
having been stricken with the Vladivostok flu. Namely Bill Morrison and Bill Irvine. Joan 
Morrison rang this morning at 0930 hours (getting the President out of bed) to say that Bill was 
really sick and had a temperature of 103 degrees. (Thankfully in those days it was Fahrenheit.)  
However he had instructed her to say that he was hoping to improve sufficiently to play today. She, 
being a trained nurse, informed that he was not to play.” 
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* The team finished second on the ladder at the end of the home-and-away season. The last ten 
games resulted in ten excellent victories (although they lost one of these for having an unregistered 
player. The player had been registered in the previous season, and when a selected player failed to 
turn up, the player from last year’s name was added to the team sheet. He did not actually take the 
field.) 
 
* After the wobbles early in the 
season, the team really steadied. 
“…too much praise cannot be given 
to the Captain Coach Evan 
Macgregor. At the age of 34 he is 
still a magnificent footballer and a 
tremendous inspiration to the whole 
side. It is no co-incidence that the 
side started its great winning run 
when Evan recommenced playing 
halfway through the season. He and 
our very accomplished full back are 
the only two players in the Amateur 
Association to have played in every 
one of the five senior grades. 
 
“We have been joined in recent 
weeks by some outstanding 
footballers – John Bennett, 
Malcolm Park, Daryl Cantor, 
Michael Jones, David Lee (until 
laid low by pneumonia), Bob Joyce 
and our great full forward star, 
David Lear. David celebrated his 
first game in 48 weeks by kicking 
seven goals against E.S.&.A. bank 
after only one training run. In 
addition to Bob Joyce, the Club has 
played two Olympians during the 
season – John Landy and Brian 
Dawes. Unfortunately Landy, who 
is obviously a talented footballer 
and possesses quite a turn of speed 
to boot developed pneumonia after 
only one game.” 
 
(And we wonder if the Club was 
fined for Landy clearly wearing incorrect socks. If not, presumably and hopefully the Statute of 
Limitations will by now have come into effect. Does anyone know the identity of the other player?) 
 
(In case you can’t read it, The Truth newspaper wrote as follows: “Here’s a new kind of picture of 
John Landy, world mile record holder. Truth’s camera found him playing football in Melbourne last 
weekend. Landy played on the half-back flank for Old Geelong Grammarians against East Malvern 
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in C Grade Amateurs. His team won 15.20 to 7.6. But League scouts needn’t show any interest 
because John is playing for relaxation only. In California at the weekend Don Bowden got very 
close to Landy’s world mile of 3.58.  Bowden ran 3.58.7.” 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
After finishing second, on 25 August, Old Geelong defeated the top side Caulfield Grammarians in 
the Second Semi, 10-16 to 5-10, to gain promotion to B Section in 1958 and a place in the grand 
final. The team was 
 
R Hesketh  D Lear  J Breadmore 
R Fenner    M Baillieu 
 
N Rundle  B Seymour E Macgregor 
 
R Smallwood  D Cantor R Joyce 
 
W Irvine   M Macleod J Stephen 
 
Jones   W Morrison I Peake                    
O’Brien        19th  H. Rundle  20th   D. Stephens 
 
“Both sides lost their accuracy in the second half. Old Geelong kicked 4.12 whilst Caulfield 
Grammar could only manage 7 behinds. Caulfield failed badly in the last term. Their big men 

seemed to tire, and Old 
Geelong, after adding five 
singles slammed on three 
goals to put the issue 
beyond doubt.” 
 
The Grand Final was played 
on the Moorabbin 
Association Ground three 
weeks later “in rather windy 
and bleak conditions”.    
 
Geoff Harris, coach of 
Ormond, sent a telegram to 
Evan Macgregor on 13/9   
“Good luck tomorrow Ev. 
Best wishes to Noel, Bill 
and the Boys.”  (Macgregor 
and Rundle had both played 
A Section for Ormond) 
 
 
 
 
The game was tied up at 
three quarter time, but the 
OGS finished the stronger, 
to win their second 
successive flag. 
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“Perhaps our football skill is greater 
than we thought?  It is most pleasing 
to be able to notify our faithful 
members, particularly our valuable 
silent partners in our enterprise, that 
we have won our second successive 
premiership and have won 
promotion to B Grade in 1958. 
 
“This year we lost the first two 
games and the Amateur Footballer 
scribe in his record stated that we 
were apparently finding the standard 
too high in the new grade. The team 
then won four in a row, lost two, and 
then fished the season with twelve 
consecutive wins including the semi-
final and the grand final. 
 
“We have always had the support of 
numerous young gentlemen and 
young ladies who live in Melbourne 
but this season, particularly, was 
notable for the number of country 
people who attended when they 
were in town, and the increased and 
more regular attendance of older old 
boys dating back to 1920 vintage 
and before.” 
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Some of the correspondence received following Grand Final win included (in descending order of 
familiarity): 
 
*  From Geelong   “My Dear Bill, 
 
First of all - without a doubt – our warmest congratulations on your second premiership. It is a 
marvellous effort and a fitting one… Olive and I were delighted to hear of the win when we reached 
Melbourne late on that great day….” 
 
*  From Terang  “Dear Bill, 
 
Having seen that wonderfully welcome result in the paper this morning, I wanted to congratulate 
you and the boys on their great effort. I have been following the results in “C” grade and meant to 
send a telegram for last Saturday. However, I hope this will make up for that omission.” 
 
*  From Toorak  “Dear Mollard, 
 
I am awfully pleased by the splendid success of your football club this year, and am sorry that I am 
unable to see them play as I have not been well for a considerable time.” 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Trophies presented at the Annual Dinner were: 
 
* President’s Trophy for Best and Fairest - Malcolm McLeod    
 
“played inspired football at centre half back throughout the season” 
 
* EH Montgomery Trophy for Best in Finals - Noel Rundle  
 
“Noel missed a number of games this year with torn thigh muscles and consequently had not played 
against E. S. & A. Bank, coached by that astute ex-Demon Billie Deans. Deans had summed up 
most of our stars and had planned counters to them. Therefore Noel became our secret weapon, 
and without his outstanding play in the centre in the grand-final, it is doubtful that he would have 
won.” 
 
* DC Moore Trophy for Best First Year Player - John Stephen    
 
“John has every attribute of a class footballer – dash and balance, 
safe marking and excellent kicking and a double share of that 
essential ingredient, intestinal fortitude.” 
      
* D.M. Bennett Trophy for Most Consistent - Marshall Baillieu 
(right, Como, approx 1983)  
 
* “The Club presented a special trophy to our successful coach, 
Evan Macgregor. When Evan plays, the team really functions as a 
team; when Evan is on the sidelines, all the spectators including 
Evan, are extremely nervous. If proof be needed of this statement, 
suffice it to say that “Haggis” did not play in one losing game 
during the season.”   
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Unfortunately, with the exception of the two reproduced earlier in these notes in The Truth article, 
we are not aware of any photos having been taken during the 1957 season. There are a number with 
team members in them taken in later years 

 
 
Full back of the 1956 and 1957 premiership 
teams Bill Morrison (left) at Como, in 2006. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Below left: at the same function 2006, Deryk Stephens who played in the 1957 premiership and Jo 
Breadmore played in both.  And below right, Messrs Seymour, Breadmore and Stephens at the 
1990 Grand Finals. 

 
======================================================================= 
 
Deryk has kindly sent us a few notes pertinent to the season.  (His father Nugget Stephens was 
rapidly on his way to becoming a legend with the OGFC, a status he was to hold for some decades – 
see subsequent years of these notes when/if ever done,  and  
http://www.oldgeelong.com.au/site/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=71:outstand
ing-achievements&catid=44:club-history&Itemid=63)                                        .  
 
“With regard to the "grogging on", Nugget could be mentioned, in respect of his early Sunday morning 
dashes (I mean 7am ) to the St Kevin’s pavilion to gather up all the bottles into the boot of his car as well as 
the many jumpers, shorts and jock straps which went home for Jean to wash for next week’s game. Jean 
used to say “those poor boys in Trinity don't have mothers to look after them so I am pleased to do so!” 
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“There were many great after-match parties which you mentioned mainly because very many of the 
spectators were some really wonderful girls who we all hankered for. The season being the first for me was 
the introduction to the rum and or sherry bottle wrapped in a towel available at 3/4 time. Made a lot of us 
perform amazing feats in the last quarter.” 
 
(It was not until 1983 that the VAFA introduced its rule relating to “No consumption of alcohol” during 
matches. We had always assumed it related to spectators…….but perhaps it was also meant to cover players 
as well.)  
 
“I also have a vivid memory of Neville Ashkanasy who invented the "beer machine" (it has a better name 
which Tony Mollard may recall) which was a 9 gallon keg with a block of ice on top of a series of pipes 
which served to cool the beer. Neville also had a famous party at his home on Long Island (just this side of 
Frankston) after the finals. I recall it particularly because there was a lagoon/creek at the back of the property 
out on which Mike Tinsley took a rowing boat with my girl on board. They got thoroughly wet and as a 
consequence he had to take her back to Melbourne. He then drove back to the party, only to run into a Keep 
Left sign on his return home the second time! All that after 100 minutes of football and many, many beers!”  
 
(Very much before the days of .05.) 
======================================================================= 
======================================================================= 
 
 
If any readers having anything which they would like to add, or correct, or embellish, please get in touch 
with Peter Lemon at peter@peregrineadventures.com 
 
Work will commence in due course on Year 1958. 
 
 


