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Year :  1956                (Par t A)     
 
Premiers D Section    “ And Macgregor  was chaired from the ground.”  
 
President: Bill Mollard 
 
Secretary: Bill I rvine   
 
Assistant Secretary: Peter  Gebhardt (who subsequently went on to be Headmaster of The Geelong 
College and then a Judge of the 
County Court of Victoria: truly 
a multi-faceted career. We are 
not aware which of these three 
roles he would consider to have 
been the most important.) 
 
Treasurer: Bruce Rowe 
 
Vice-Presidents: Alf Osbourne 
and Bill Ramsay (the latter 
second from left at a Past 
Players Day at Como, 1979 
along with new recruit of 1956, 
Jo Breadmore).  
 
Committee:  Bill Morr ison, Richard Smallwood, John Palfreyman, Jim Perry, Gar th Manton, 
Noel Rundle, Br ian Dawes 
 
(The election was contested: the ballot scrutineers, Ramsay and Happell) 
 
Captain Firsts: Evan Macgregor        Coach Firsts:  Evan Macgregor  
 
(Irvine was appointed Captain.  “ If coach plays then Irvine will be Vice Captain.” ) 
 
Delegate to VAFA: C.Br ian Dawes    
 
Social Secretaries:  Neville Ashkanasy, Alf Osbourne 
 
Thirty people attended at AGM which was held on 6 March. 
 
*  A cheque had been received from Mr. D. C. Moore for 200 pounds “which is to be invested in 
perpetuity and is to provide a trophy” .  This became the D.C. Moore Trophy for  Best First Year  
Player.  (The 200 pounds was invested in Humes 6% Preference Stock, but it is not known what 
happened to it later on.  Our investigation of later years may eventually reveal:  perhaps it is still 
there and now worth a couple of million.  The naming of this and of other named trophies seems to 
have disappeared in the 1990s. ) 
 
*  Training to start on Tuesday 20 March. 
 
*  The same smaller St. Kevin’s No.2 Oval had been secured again for 1956. 
 



 2 

*  Mr. Bob Lemon underwrote the cost of the rental of the ground personally (and was appointed a 
Life Member at a subsequent Committee Meeting for his very generous donation). 
 
*  Subs and match fees to remain as for last year. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
At a Committee Meeting on 28 May, there was “discussion as to whether the Club should change to 
pale blue colours.  Resolved that for the time being there be no change.”  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Little of the correspondence during the season has 
survived (although the match reports each week were 
extraordinary in their detail. See later examples.) However, 
the following was part of a letter dated 6 March apparently 
written en route to England on the R.M.S. Ortranto, to the 
President:  
 
 “ … well Bill,  I hope you have a wonderful season this 
year. There seems no reason why you shouldn’ t. I think it 
is going to be one of the things I really will miss, so make 
sure you get a premiership for us…”      
 
The letter was from Askan (Ric) Mor r ison, who had been a player in the previous two years. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Despite losing a few players, the Club had been able to recruit a former GGS athlete of considerable 
note and former Ormond Football Club player of equal note, Noel Rundle to its ranks, and a 
number of good players from school. (We are advised that Noel was the Ormond player “ who 
should be playing with us”  mentioned in the social section of Year 1955 who had been anointed 
with a glass of beer. A recruiting ploy which worked.) 
 
That said, the higher level of football provided its 
challenges, and with it a mid-season slump as the team lost 
four out of five matches around June.  
 
From The Amateur Footballer magazine after Round 4 
(after a win): 
 
“However, there were still not 21 players in the room at 2 
o’clock (games then started at 2.30pm). We must get there 
earlier if we are to develop the edge to start from the first 
bell.”  
 
And in Round 6 on 26 May, the team defeated De La Salle, 
perhaps making up a little for two finals’  defeats at De La’s 
hands the previous year. 
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(Yet getting lost on the way to away grounds, or delayed by traffic, already seemed to have become 
an established trait.) 
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Then, however, things clicked from early July, and the remaining seven home-and-away games 
produced just one defeat, and that in Round 15 was largely attributed to the fact that the Old 
Geelong Grammarians’  Annual Ball had apparently taken place the night before. During this final 
third of the season, the Club held onto the fourth place on the ladder for weeks on end, but still 
needed to win the last home-and-away game to make the finals. This they did, to finish fourth, but 
two and a half games behind the top side that they would play the next week in a Semi Final.  
 
At least there had been no repeat of the late rash of injuries to top players which had all but 
destroyed the finals campaign of 1955. It would however need three victories to take the Flag. 
 
The First Semi Final:  Old Geelong v Uni High School Old Boys:           The lead-up  

 
 
And in The Amateur Footballer magazine before the Semi Final:   
 
“Well done, Gol-Gols. We’ve overcome our first hurdle and made the semis. After last Saturday’s 
upsets we meet Uni High today and must be given a second to none chance of featuring in the final. 
We know that we have the players to do the job and all that is required is unrelenting determination, 
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courage, and vigour and we must win…… In hard today Geelong, we mustn’ t let our supporters 
down.”             Match Report: 
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“After giving our supporters many anxious moments during the year, we have at last settled down 
to play the brand of football be knew we could. All players went in hard, and with hardly a 
weakness, we ran out easy winners against UHSOB.  There were so many good players it’s hard to 
pick the best…..   Today, we meet De La in the Final, and they’ re rapidly becoming traditional 
rivals. Our seventh meeting in two seasons, and today must be our turn for it’s curtains for the 
losers.”   
 
 Club notes before the Final  (Part B continues on Page 7) 
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1956  Par t  B   After Preliminary Final 
 
The scribe (do we know who he was?) cannot find words adequate to describe the pleasure at the 
way the Club has fought its way into “C”  sections after only one season in “D” .        Match report: 
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Grand Final: The lead-up 
“Last week, in gale conditions we outpointed De La, the backs particularly playing magnificently 
against the wind in the first and third quarters, ably assisted by Haggis (Macgregor ) and Toad  
(probably Dr. Jack Jolley). 
 
Today we meet Uni. High again, this time for the Flag. Only the best will do as they’ ll be better 
than last time, so come on Gol-Gols!! (A name used on a couple of occasions – a nick- name for the 
Club in the 1950s early 60s).   
 
In conclusion, a very special mention for our popular President Bill Mollard, and also our loyal 
band of supporters. We mustn’ t let them down today. 
 
Don’ t forget tonight at “Compo”  Fenner’s flat, 24 St. Leonard’s Court Toorak.”   (55 years later, 
what with social networking, we don’ t think  you’d dare put that in today’s Amateur Footballer.) 
 
Club notes before the Grand Final 

 
 
 
 
Grand Final  Old Geelong  11-16 d UHSOB 7-1 
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48 years later, Captain Coach of the 1956 
Premiership team Evan Macgregor  was also 
selected as a member of, and the coach of, the 
Team of the Half Century announced at the 50-
Year Dinner held in June 2004.  
 
“ Evan Macgregor was asked to announce the 
members of the Team of the Half Century on 24 June 
2004 at Crown in front of 456 guests.”  
 
 
 
The Annual Dinner  for 1956 was held on Friday 
14 September at the London Hotel, with 59 
people in attendance. Trophy winners were: 
 
President’s Trophy:  Best and Fairest – Ian Peake 
D.C. Moore Trophy for  Best First Year Player :  Bob Seymour   
Most Consistent Player: John Palfreyman  
 

 
====================================================================== 
 
Social Function.  The only mention for the year was “Arranged to have a barbeque lunch at Bill 
Morrison’s place”  near the banks of the Yarra river in then-rural Eltham on Sunday 13 April,   
(Looks as if this is the start of the Annual Eltham Barbeque which lasted until the early 1980s.)  It 
was decided to cater for 100 people for the lunch and to provide 3 18’s and a 9. (I get a headache 
just thinking of the potential average per head. - Ed.) 



 11 

 
The backing to this photo below has a pencilled inscription which says it was taken at half time of 
in the Semi-Final against U.H.S.O.B. on St. Kevin’s Main Oval.  “We won and later the 
premiership.”  However, there was no semi-final played at St. Kevin’s Main Oval. It was the Grand 
Final which was played there. 

 
Back Row: Darryl Cantor, Robert “Bas”  Seymour, Bob Paterson, Ian Peake, John “Perc”  
Palfreyman, David Lear, Joe Breadmore, M. Park, Jock Morris, George Eadie, Mike Pointer. 
 
Middle row (the five with players in front of them): Evan Macgregor, Bill Irvine, Bill Mollard 
(Boundary Umpire), Bill Morrison, Malcolm Macleod (partly hidden) 
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From Row:  Mike Tinsley, Bob “Mouse”  Hesketh, Jack Jolley, Noel Rundle, Dick Smallwood. 

 
======================================================================= 
 
 
“Late in 1956, St. Kevins became a public school and they had to get rid of two teams which used 
their grounds. To our surprise they gave notice to DeLa and St. Patricks of Ballarat, both Christian 
Brother schools, and kept us.”  
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2006: Pivot Lunch and 50-year  Anniversary Re-union at Como 

 
 
 
Jock Morr is and Bob Paterson (1956 
Premiership players) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Baz Seymour  (1956 Premiership 
player) and 1954 player Guy Nevett 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Andrew Morr ison (1954) and 
Bill Morr ison (1956 
Premiership)  
 
 


